KIRKTON, ASSYNT

Possible hut circle at NC 25696 22151

The site lies in a relatively wide level valley between Druim nan Torr and Cnoc Gorm to the north of the track from Kirkton to Glenbain and on spur overlooking various pre-clearance structures, fields and a chambered cairn beside the River Traligill to the south.  1 mile to the N at the end of the valley there are several burnt mounds. The feaure was surveyed at 1:100 but because much of the presumed circuit of the wall is badly degraded only a simplified plan has been produced.

The remains consist of a poorly preserved circular bank with five breaks in the circuit and a small number of visible stones of widely different sizes, which may delineate remnants of inner and outer wall faces.  The interior is approximately 11m in diameter and the bank varies in thickness from 1.5 – 2m.  On the inner side of the NW section a flattened arc of seven stones poke through the turf and suggest the tips of an inner wall face.  They are in line with two much more massive stones in the W wall.  B is a vertical slab of local limestone 1.5m long.  Almost adjoining it to the south C is a slightly smaller limestone slab which now inclines outwards at 45%.   Behind each a fallen slab suggests the remains of a possible outer wall face. The two faces would have been approx 1m apart.  In the SE at D two stones could suggest a further fragment of the inner face while at E, F, G and H there could be the remains of the outer wall face or revetment below the wall face.  The eroded section to the E (K) is very narrow and steep sided and looks like the damage associated with a deer track.  J, M and N could be wider deer tracks but it is possible that L to the SE was the entrance into the round house.  In the SW quadrant the bank appears to have been dug away to create an outward facing semi circular hollow with several small stones sticking out of the turf (O) and one large stone (R) standing within it, but out of line with any of the features of the hut circle. Feature O could be a post clearance lambing pen and R, together with two other large isolated stones (P and Q), could all be displaced parts of wall face.  

