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Henshall CAT 49, Mon. No. FOR 291, Shurrery Church, Fig. 3

This monument is in terribly ruined condition,as not only
is it the focus of a present day garden and farmyard,but its
southern flanks have been heavily damaged by the construction,
in the nineteenth century, of Shurrery Church. It is clearly,
however, a monument of great interest. The cairn even in its
ruined condition is 35m in width by 50m in length. Such a
cairn is large even in its truncated condition by Caithness stan-
dards. Six slabs were noted during the 1982 survey exposed by
robbing on the E side of the cairn and these would appear as
both Curle (1911) and Henshall (1983) have said to relate to a
stalled cairn at least 13m in length - such a chamber would also
be unique in Caithness. The monument is situated in relatively
low lying and fertile land c.l km SE of the deserted village of
Brouhster,

Chambered cairn. "Shurrery Church’. Dimensions: 40m x Z24m. Height:
4m. Subrectangular grass-covered mound. Orientation: N-3.

The cairn is cut by two walls. On the E side of the cairn six parallel
upright stonea are visible, with three more with a similar alignment
running down the centre of the cairn. These are presumably the remains
of stalls. The drystone constructicn at the N end of the calrn has
been exposed, and much damage has occurred around its perimeter.
Elevation: 300' 0D.

ND 049587.

0.5. Card ND O5 HNW 4.

Henshall, A.S. (1963) The Chambered Tombs of Scotland, vol. 1, 71, 73,
288, No. 49.  RCAHMS (1911) Caithness, 99, No. 362.

(Fig. 3)
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IO T o0,
SHURRERY .(1”1URCH Description. Between the church at Shurrery and the croft to the NE, at
[MONADH NAN 3ooft. op, lie the remains of 2 curious and much mutilated site. It appears

((c‘,'_ﬂ_f_'_N% ctalled, ? pound) ro have been a large cairn built on 2 knoll; it is now mainly grass-grown and
I the parish of stands to a maximum height of about 6ft. The present length NNE-$5W is
REAY about 115ft., but the cairn may have been curtailed at the s end; the width
Locarion 7 r. sW of is about 120ft. but the edge is difficult to define and merges into the slope
THURSO of the knoll. The cairn is crossed by two walls. The s end is now within the
Map reference Lo : .
~NDjosfsiy enclosure round the church, and is reduced to 2 barely perceptible rise and the
Sheer xv1; ND og NW edge is vague, The area beeween the walls is envered with rough turf and the
Inventory number 362 ., tops of various stones protrude, A small square building has been built
Reference j.C.A.M. Inz. g9 against the £ side, The N end of the cairn lies partly in a croft garden and
Planby A5 1, and m.3.s. . . -
(fig. 49} partly in a field. Here it has been greatiy reduced round the edges and Jaced
Fisited 15.8.56 with a retaining wall, while field stoncs have been added to the top, the
resulting construction having almost vertical sides 4 to 5ft. high and a flac
top.
Shurrery Church A row of parallel slabs, set on end and zligned on the NNE-55W axis but
p 4

sel transversely to it, can be seen a little ta the & of the apparent centre of the
o czirn. The northernmost stone is 19 2. from the present N end, and the eight
) stones {one of them fallen) are spaced over a distance of goft. The two
K southernmost of these stones are in the less disturbed part of the cairn be-
tween the walls with their tops only just visible, over 14ft. apart. Another
stone lies under the wall. The stones to the N are spaced 4 to g ft. apart and
are joined by built walling 4 to 5ft. high. This, certainly older than the croft
watl o ] garden wall, may possibly be partly original; 2 modern retaining wail can-
Ty tining northwards hides all but the tip of the northernmost stone and
continues to the v built with a marked batter inwards against the cairn. The
grovnd slopes down from the upright stones to the £. The stones arc exposed
far their full height, sft., 4f. 6in., 4ft. and 4ft. respectively from N-5.
Eleven feet to the w of the fallen stone in the row just described, and
paraliel 10 it, there projects the top of another stone. To the sw is a second
stone also parallel, just showing through the turf.
Although the site is extremely disturbed rhe remains do seem to indicate

:: \ ! !t.".'r["r Byt a cairn with a long stalled chamber, as first surgested by Curle.!
; I 300ft = 91m Loft = 12.31m
: 7 6£t = 1.83m 14fc-= 4, 38m
N - 115t = 35.24m  4ftéins = 1.36m
g S Ce e e 120ft = 36.77m
' X Frr e (2)
Afg = 1.21m
5ft = 1.52m

19ft = 5.91m

(ND 0488 3874) Cairn (NR) (1)
P?e mitilated remains of this round cairn measure about

35.0 m in diapmetar by 2.1 w high, To the S of each of the
7211ls thich cross it, the cairn survives as a grass-covered
wound. U of the northarn wall. more detasls aan ha asan.

The main body of the cairn is vithin 4 retaining wall,

and in the § five slabs are sat on edge forming four

stalls. Tha original parimeter of the cairn cannot he
tracad.

Resurvayed at 132500. (0SFI: 20: 17,11.1964.)
(9D 0488 5874) Chambered Cairm  (iIR) (3)

The chambered cairn is as described and planned by the

previcus authorities., A very lew sprazd of tubble E of

the chamber appears to be cairn material.(0SPT: JB: 21.7,1981.°0



