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IN THE MATTER OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS ACTS, 1913 and 193L.

i

, ?
To Alan Dougles Pilkington, Esq., Achvarssdel, Reay, Caithness

the owner of the Monument known as Chambered cairn measuring 90 fee
in diameter situated north of and sdjoining the north-west corner
of the wall surrounding Shurrery Kirk snd intersected by & dyke
leading in a westerly direction to Shurrery School, 700 yards

eest of the road leading nesrly due north to Shurrery School at

its nearest point and 740 yerds earstsouth-east of said school

being the subjects indicated in red ocelour on the annexed plan
and being part of the property known as

Shurrery Commons
situated in the Pariah of Reay and
County of Caithness.

In sccordance with the prqovisions of Section & of the
Ancient Monuments Act, 1931, the Commissioners of His Majesty's
Works end Publioc Buildings hereby give you notice that it is
their intention to inolude the Monument above apecified in a
1ist of menuments to be published by them under Section 12 of the
Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Aot 1913.

Deted this day of Fehvinvy 193

By frder of the Commisseionera.

Seoretary.

office of the Commissioners of H.M. Worke and Publioc Buildings
duly authorised by them in that behalf hereby certify that the
notice of whioh the foregoing ie & duplicate together with a
copy of the plan annexed and signed as relative herete was
served on the before named 4lan Douglas Pilkington, Eaq.,

1 §44{19$;:é¥4u§§1§$@s' vees{Officer in Secretariat) in the

by posting on the 9 =%
day of 2y :u/) 193 L+ between the houra of & o'u(/rt/f(

Cast :
and b o' to K ?n on at the G e o~ t Post Qffioce,
London, & copy of the same to him

in a registered letter addressed as follows:-
Alen Douglas Pilkington Esq., Achvarasdal, Reey, Caithness.

Register on behalf of the within named Commissioners of His
Majesty's Works and Public Buildinge in the R gister of the

oy of Colthtrs
LCCISTERS and HIu0HDS of SCUTL’{\NP

gy yctaiar L)
e TSR T v e s T (F RARINER
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MANAGEMENT PLAN ; *

1

Shurrery Kirk, Chambered Cairn 360m SSE of

/A 2 !
' Forest Enterprise

Dornoch Forest District
Hilton of Embo
Dornoch IV25 3PW
01862 810359
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Description of Monument

The monument comprises a chambered cairn of prehistoric date. | 1
i
The monument consists of a chambered cairn measuring approximately 30m N-S by
26m transversely The outline of the cairn is indistinct, and a deer fence crosses the
monument To the E of the fence the cairn is covered in thick vegetation. To the W of
the fence, parts of the cairn are visible, including the tops of three upright stones, the
fargest of which measures about 2m wide by 0.1m thick, with about 0.4m showing
above ground. It is not possible to determine the size or alignment of the chamber from
the visible upright slabs

Chambered cairns of this type date to the Neolithic, and were used as tombs. They
usually contained severa! burials, and many show long sequences of construction and
reuse.

The nearest trees to the cairn are 30m away.

Forest Enterprise's Objectives

i To ensure that the monument and its surrounding area are kept free of trees and
scrub, thereby preserving both the archaeological remains and their setting.

ii. To maintain and improve access to the monument, and to enhance its setting in the
wider landscape

Management

Issues requiring attention:

An old roll of fencing wire neéds to be removed from the scheduled area.

Some trees are within 20m of the edge of the scheduled area, but as the whole area is
due for clearfell within the life of this plan these will be removed at this time.

At this time the fence will also be realigned so as not to be on the scheduled area.
Historic Scotland will be consulted to the most appropriate methods of removing the
fence from the scheduled area prior to any work commencing. '

Work proposals

a Harvesting operations

Harvesting operations are planned for the surrounding plantation during the term of
this management plan although none that will affect the scheduled area If any woody
regeneration/colonisation is found within the scheduled area during rontine inspections
then the following conditions will be applied -
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All trees and shrubs shall be cut off at ground level, the stumps or roots being left in
the ground and not grubbed out. Trees should be cut by hand or by the use of a hand
held power saw. These measures will enable the trees to be felled in such a way as to
cause no damage to the remains of the monument or the ground surface within the
scheduled area. i ‘

Where necessary stumps should be treated with the appropriate chemical according to
the statutory “Code of practice for safe use of pesticides on farms and holdings’*
(HMSO 1990) prepared by MAFF, HSC and DoE.

Any brash resulting from these operations shall be removed well away from the area of
the scheduled ancient monument. Cut timber shall be removed from the site by cutting
into easily transportable pieces, rather then by dragging, in case this causes damage to
underlying archaeology. If brash is to be burned, this operation shall be carried out
well away from the scheduled area.

If appropriate a harvester may be used to fell and lift trees from the scheduled area that
are within its reach as the machine itself must be placed in a position out with the
scheduled area. Care must be taken not to disturb the ground surface within the
scheduled area during these operations.

No vehicles shall enter the scheduled area.

b Site clearance

The scheduled area and an area 20m beyond the edge of the scheduted area will be
kept tree free. Any natural regeneration of trees, scrub, or bracken will be assessed at
yearly Intervals and controtled using hand held scrub cutters and herbicides where
appropriate. No vehicles will be allowed in the scheduled area

c Public access

Public access will be improved by provision of Waymarking and maintenance of a clear

track to the site. (Appendix 3)
This route and way marking will be inspected on a yearly basis in September each year.

d On site access

Good site access will be maintained by the removal of any scrub from the site on a
regular basis. The condition of on site access routes will be checked on a yearly basis

in September each year.

e [nterpretation

It is not intended to provide Interpretation panels at this site, but a small map and
information leaflet is to be produced which details the SAMs on Forest Enterprise
land Details of sites in the local area will be available from the Forest Enterprise
Dornoch District office on request



ik

wt

Interpretation panels, information boards and way markers, when provided will be
erected out with the scheduled area.
!
: i

f Tree planting . i

No tree planting will take place within the scheduled area or within 20m beyond the
edge of the scheduled area.

g Site maintenance

The site is to be checked on a yearly basis to identify any site maintenance required.
No work other then those specified in the management agreement conditions of this
plan, shall be carried out in the scheduled area without the prior approval of Historic
Scotland.

h Access/signs maintenance

Access paths and way markers will be inspected on a yearly basis and any maintenance
required recorded and carried out.

Management Agreement Conditions

The Occupier undertakes:

1. To monitor and control all scrub, tree and bracken regeneration in the Scheduled
Area to prevent colonisation.

2. Not to plant trees within 20 metres of the Scheduled Area.

3. Not to cut any drains, ditches or dykes across, or within 20 metres of, the
Scheduled Area.

4. Not to use the Scheduled Area as a dump for any material.
5 Not to use wheeled or tracked vehicles within the Scheduled Area.

6. Not to park any farm or forestry machinery on the Scheduled Area, nor to use the
area for storing any materials.

7 Not to construct any building works or access tracks within 10 metres of the
Scheduied Area.

8 Not to afford any person access to the Scheduled Area for the purpose of using a
metal detector unless that person can produce the written consent of Scottish
Ministers.

9. To permit any authorised representative of Scottish Ministers access to the
Scheduled Area without prior notice.



10 To allow public access at all reasonable times to the Scheduled Area. An access
route will be way-marked as shown on the attached map extract (Appeqdix 3) This
route will be checked annually to ensure it provides adequate guidance and access.

{

1. To report any objects such as pottery. flint or bone, or archaeological features,
which are found within the Scheduled Area Such objects should be left undisturbed
and reported to the Council Archaeologist, Historic Scotland or your local museum.

Liaison
Formal consultation every S years with Historic Scotland to review the management

strategy of the monument prior to the preparation of the subsequent Management Plan
Meetings will be held with local Historic Scotland staff as required.

Monitoring

Monitoring of the site will be carried out on a yearly basis in September each year as
described in work proposals (g}

Check due (Date) Date Checked Action required Date work
completed and
checked by

9/2000

9/2001

972002

9/2003

9/2004




L]

1
This is an agreement under Section 17 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeoiogical
Areas Act 1979. Only works which are carried out in Fulfilment of the Occupier's
obligations and which are specifically identified in this agreement are deemed to have
been granted Scheduled Monument Consent under the Ancient Monuments Class
Consents Order (Scotland) 1996. The Occupier must apply for Scottish Ministers
consent prior to undertaking any further works affecting the Area.

Signed on behalf of Forest Enterprise by /j “/ Q ?)?W Mﬂwn—os/
Lacad st LAS (8

Dated \YJML&MZCK:Q ...........

Signed on behalf of Scottish Ministers foSeetland by .

Dated T“\B& , %DQ
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g IN THE MATTER OF THE ANCLENT MONUMERTS ACTS, 1913 and 193L.

te

1

H 1
To Alan Dougles Pilkington, Esgq., Achvaresdal, Reay, Caithnesa

the owner of the Monument known &8 Chembered ceirn measuring 9C feset
in diameter gituated north of and ad joining the north-west corner
of the wall surrounding Shurrery Kirk snd intersected by & dyke
leading in a westerly direction to Shurrery School, 700 yards
east of the roed leading nearly due north to Shurrery School at
its neareat point and 740 yerds ecact-south-east of said achool
being the subjeots indioated in red celour on the annexed plan
and being part of the property known aa '
Shurrery Commons

situsted in the Parish of Reay
County of Caithness.

In sccordence with the provielons of Section & of the
Ancient Monumente Act, 1931, the Commissioners of His Majesty'e

'1 Works end Publio Buildinge hereby give you notioe that it is
their intention to inoclude the Monument above gpeocified in a
list of menuments to be publighed by them under Section 12 of the
Anoient Monuments Coneolidation and Amendment Aot 1913,

Dated this C]"" day of Yehviecn~y 193Let

By ordler of the Commissioners.

and

L]

Becretary.

= o= O ™t
1 Love sk g%?&ﬁk' v....{Offjicer in Becretariat) in the
office of the Commiseioners of E.M. Works and Publio Buildings
duly authorised by them in that behalf hereby certify that the
' notice of which the foregoing is & duplicate together with a
" copy of the plan annexed and signed &s relative herete was
gerved on the before named Alan Dougles Pilkington, Esq.,

by posting on the q 4
day ef?efvw « vy 193 L+ between the hours of 5 o' MoK

Aot

and 6 o' Ao K {n on at the G e ov At Post Office,
e Londen, a copy of the same to him
i

in & registered letter addressed es follows:-
Alen Dougles Pilkington Eaq., Achvarssdal, Reay, Caithness.

J:@W ...............

Register on behalf of the within named Commissionere of His
Majesty's Works and Public Buildings in the Rgglster of the
M of Celeteus
LUGISTERS and!EZQORDSJm_ﬁqglkﬁFQ
~TBENERAL NHLGISTER OF BASINES

County of Caithness.

BOOK rZ/O FOL1Q .5—/_ \-‘V.S.’
3 engo 20 rath g4 EDINBUKGH, Agent.

.. { PRESENTED & nj%;
/M‘?{ /%»/%‘"‘“/ Crrprnk, oo
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS ACTS, 1913 and 1931,

Po Alan Dougles Pilkington, Esq., Achvgrasdal, Reay, Ceaithness,
the owner of part of the Monument known as Remains of chambered
cairn measuring approximately 100 feet in diameter and situated
on the moorland at an angle ip the fence 400 yards south-south-
east of Shurrery Kirk, 750 yards east of the road leading neearly
due north to Shurrery School at its nearest point and 520 yards
north-north-east of Lochan Dubh snid monument being the subjects
indicated in red colour on the annexed plan wherecf the part
belonging to the said Alan Douglas Pilkington is the portion to
the west of said fence said portion being part of the prorerty
known as Shurrery Commons, situated in the Parish of Reay and

County of Caithness.

In accordance with the provision of Section 6 of the
Ancient Monuments Act 1931, the Commissioners of His Majesty's
Works and Public Buildings hereby give you notice that it is
their intention to include the Monument above specified in a
1ist of monuments to be published by them under Section 12 of
‘!\ the Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Act 1913.

Dated.this |7‘:4 day of Muvch 1934

B der of the ComeSiiZj;fs.

Y ARy

--------------------------------------------

1., B Trwdpad Tl .(0fficer in Secretariat)
in the Office of the Commissioners of H.M. Works and Public
Buildings duly authorised by them in that behalf hereby certify

that the notice of which the foregoing is a duplicate together

with a copy of the plan annexed and signed as relative hereto was
gerved on the before named Alan Douglas Pilkington, by posting

on the l7""‘f day of M v oA 193L, between the hours
of | o' AloK and 2 otoe® HEOT at the Purllwees et

Post Office, London, & copy of the same to him, in a registered

letter addressed as follows :-

Alan Douglas Pilkington, Esq.,
Achvarasdal,
Reay,
Caithness.,

EFN s -

Register on behalf of the within named Commissioners of His
tajesty's Works and Public Buildings in the R¢pister of the

of LoV vians .

REGIS!E£#:S and RECORDS of BQOTLAND

GEWERAL HEOISTER OF BABINES ¥.S.
77 Oounty of Caithnoss, - EDINDURGH, Agent.

BOOK /<  FOLIO /4
A0 PRESENTED & REGISTERED. 3 O~<LoCarn /93 4.
AQEEEPE

/6%@9@@47« .

‘
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mm CERTIFICATER | 4
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1 )
o A SERVICE of NOTICE

=\.

3y The Commissioners of M .M, _
Jorks etc, under Sections G 3
and 16 of the Ancient Monuments

Act 1931, w
M e e ,
\ }
N -
R s .
;
. 934 .
a0N 1934 . |
. i
b\mw K !
3 Affecting Alan Dougliss mppwuum-m,
:ton's interest in Remsine of
Chambered Cairn, sotth-south-
/m east of Shurrery Kirk in the

O I
LA
+

. om Parish of Reay and County of
Caithness,
3

VALTER FINLAY,W.S,
- 8olicitor tq. H,M .Works me..

.L 2 ———
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Location derzeen

LOCH CaLoEr and

LGl ML ERIRY

7hm g5 af

THURSG

Map referen:e

~D050383

Sheer XV ND 0§ =
Inventory number 163
Reference R C 4ne fuioaa !
Plan by« s 1t anfaps

{ fig. 4%

Fisited t5 3 36

Descripiion. Fhe cairn is situated on a slight rise it the undulating moorland
at 2500t. 0D, Tt was severcly robbed for road metal in or shurtly before 1910
Defore this it wasabout 10 fi. high, covered with inose stones (aceording o
the Ordnance Surveys' Name Boak). The diameter is 9o to 100 ft. A short
leneth of the face of an enciccliag wall ol horizontails lard <labs 15 exposed
an the w side 12 ft. within the present cairn edge

Through the debris there protrude the 1ops nf a numther of slabs, all abein
the same height. These seem to indicare the presence of wwa chambers,
parallel to cach other aad only 4 1o 7{t. apart, onzatated SE-NW and heth
entered from the former gend. The mare complcis lies 1 the § and appears
to have an overall length ‘of zgfr, There arz visiblz a pair of gransverse slais
15 ft. from the S edge of the caira, 1t 2in hechand 21t apare with another
pasr of transverse slabs §{t. further W, a rransierse shab on the s side 1oft
hehund {the N stone presumed to le oppasite nat heing visible), and 2 bach-
oab 2 further 1oft. to the w OF the & chamber there 112 wisible only a tran:-
verse slab 1ft. §in. hugh immediatels & of the second pair of transverse slabs
of the 5 chamber. the s wall and small rransverse shib 57 the inner compare-

Shurran LT
v ment, and the large end stone 71t leng
T Yy N Finds
oo . The 6 1r. 05 map marks 'human remains found hers’ These were found in
r N - e about 1831, and were thought 1n he wa moinne human skeletnn:
) \‘ . {Ordnance Survevs’ Name Boolo
. A \\
, v . 250ft = 76m 4fy = t.2ln
. Y . 10ft = 3.00m 7fe = 2.13m
¢ v -
L , . 90ft = 27.52m  29ft = 8.96m
~ 1 “ - .
. ; ' 100t = 30.56m 1ft3ing = 2.38m
B Il -
. \ Ll ; 12ft = 3.67m 2ft = OC.6lm
‘ \\\ , ift8ina = 2.50m
" . L2fy = 3.67m
N h AN .
s . . - a - beor
. L ’ FTTTTITTTY e (2 )
(2 2137 383, Caim i2)  Human Remaing found  {JaT) &
BIN
R
5
jo!
I
f- ntiquarian So
Lo 4 2f 3andside, Reay | PR
' 2.0 0 L)
Thasz af 2 rourd cairn 1s da2szcribad
230 wmztar By .7 m o high., 3evaral
larg=, flat ztanes 32t 2n 2332 and protruding “rom the
nziyn ia the 38 i{ndicata the srasance of a chamber and
stalls. (297I: Ro: 17,11,10640)
(0D 3437 33u) Chmaneradi Cairn (MA) =3
Tala zhamberad cairn i3 13 deseribed and planned =y th:

7.1981,)
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1
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SERVICE of NOTICE

3y The Commissioners of HM,
Works etc, under Sections g

and 16 of the Ancient Monuments |
Act 1931,

T iy b e . e 1

Affecting George Gunn's _
interest in Remains of Chamb.
rered Cairn south-south-east

of Shurrery Kirk in the wmdumsh
of Reay and County of Caithnes'

_ WALTER FPINLAY W.S.
) Solic . -or tn H. M Works odP._

-

LI | | |
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS ACTS 1913 end 1931,

|

fo George Gunn, Esq., Ormlie Lodge, Thureo, Calthness,

the owner of part of the Monument known as Remains of chambered

cairn measuring approximately 100 feet in diameter and situated

on the moorland at an angle in the fence 400 yards south-south- i
{
1

|
|
| |
@ ;
|
|
1

eagt of Shurrery Kirk, 7?50 yards east of the road leading nearly
due noerth to Shurrery School at its nearest point and 520 yards

north-north-east of Lochan Dubh said monument being the subjeots
indicated in red colour on the annexed plan whereof the part

belonging to the said George Gunn is the portion to the east of . e
- @aid fence said portion beilng part of the property known as L

Brawlbin Farm situated in the Parish of Reay and County of Calthness.

In accordence with the provisiona of Section -6 ¢of the
Ancient Monuments Act 1931, the Commissioners of Hig Majesty's Works
and Public Buildings hereby give you notice that it ia their
intention to include the Monument above speoified in a 1ist of
monuments to be published by them under Section 12 of the Ancient
Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Act 1913,

-

o ,
Dated this 1)~  day of Meveh 19300

By O of the Commissjoners.
\// /zfr [ *
2 bk'gécfetary.

ccccccc T EEE R E RN D..l..."".‘.‘"’W*"—“—""-"l""l‘...ﬁ'—'ﬂ""“f""—'_ﬂ‘:

1., Bve® Pownds Floaw . .......(0fficer in Secretariat)
in the office of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Works and .
Public Buildings duly authorised by them in that behalf hereby

certify that the notice of which the foregoing is a duplicate

together with a copy of the plan annexed and signed as relative to

a certificate affecting the intereat of Alan Douglas Pilkington,
Achvarasdal, Resy, Caithness, in said Remains of chambered cairn, ‘
dated and recorded in the Division of the General Register of i
Sagines for the County of Caithness, of even date herewith wasg, !
gerved on the before named George Gunn, by posting on the [/ i
day of av A 1934+ between the hours oi I o'ue

and 2 o'vle i wffattioon at the T sy i horr et S Post Office,
London, & copy of the same to him, in a registered letter
addressed as follows :- George Gunn, Esq., Ormlie Lodge, Thurso,

Caithness,

-
ce'c' [TEL
44 4 4 g0 @t saaesaeoe L BN I BN BN I I R B R R R R N

-

Register on behalf of the within named Commissionera of His
Majeaty's Works and Public Buil&inﬁs in the Regisfer of th

=

G REGISIERS and RECORDS of 8GOTLAKD |

@ENERAL KEGIBTER OF GABINES . .. N.S i

__ Oounty of Calthnass. - 77 . EDINBURGH, Agent. t

BOOK 272" FOLIO 75~-7 % T |
M_ % PRESENTED & REGISTERED. 3 OetSlina s Co

/{ﬂ/ﬁé-/éxm;mm

e
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Appendix 6 Aerial & other photographs
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Appendix 7 Other information
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ZNGH] 3 QuaL
NDI49371HB8734ICE
SrancT 5 PARISH 6 SJTE NAME ) )
CAITHNESS REAY e SITHEAN DUBH :
\REA STATUS 77T 7B SITE sTatus oo T TQ REGIONAL STATUS 10 GENERIC TYPE oo o h
SCHEDULED C BURIAL CAIARN, CHAMBERED (OCH
INCOROANCE ~~ [12FORM 13 DIMENSIONS
D 05 NW 6 STANDING STRUCTURE 30.0m DIAM.
- ——— ) [14 PERIGO/ DATE 15 DATING METHOD
) NE TYP
ELATIONSHI F EL NTS T T TR EONGITION. T Tt T 18 SHAPE
( ROBBED) :CIRCULAR
49 THAEAT AND DATE T e
AND USE 21 GEOLOGY
g ROQUGH PASTURE i
I SR B T TTZ3VEGETATION I
* \OROLOGY/ORAMAGE — 7 "ZSRELTEF [26 ASPECT T 7T T T27 ALTITUDE
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3 28 EXCAVATION (EXCAVATOR : OATE : EXTENT: QUALITY}

CSBIBLIOGRAPHY [AUTHOR DATE TITLE: JOURNAL OR PUBLISHER: YOLUME - DETAIL)

1. ORDNANCE SURVEY:1907:6" MAP.
HENSHALL A.S.:1963:CHAMBERED TOMBS OF SCOTLAND:EUP:VOL I:pp70-1, 73,287 + PLAN.

RCAHMS:1911:CAITYNESS INVENTORY:HMSO:ppNo 363. pp 99:
ORDNANCE SURVEY:1873:0BJECT NAME BOOK:9:138.

2

3

4

5. ORDNANCE SURVEY:1963:6" MAP.
6, HMB ($.D.D.}:1985:LIST OF SCHEDULED MONUMENTS.
7

MERCER R.:1985:PTELD SURVEY IN N.SCOTLAND:E,U.P,:VOL 3:FOR 2914,
T T T T e s T T T GROUND PHOTO WO T T e
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1 —_ e e e ————————————— ———
41 SMALL FINDS 42 WMUSEUM, LOCATION
43 OTHER I —_— .
YME & ADDRESS OF OWNER 45 ATTITUDE OF OWNER
ME X ADDRESS OF TENANT o T T T4FATTITUGE OF TENANY
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GS: 29.7.1985%  dm 4% 31995
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Henshall CAT 48 Mon. No. FOR 294, Shurrery ({Fig. 14). This cairn,
Tike FOR 102, has been heavily robbed and much consequent damage
done. Curle (RCAHMS 1911, 99) records that the robbing took place

for road metal before 1910. Nearly all the chamber elements visibl-
to Henshall during her visit in 1956 were still, present in 1983
although one of the stall divisional slabs appegrs to have dis-
lodged and another, which must have obtruded frem the guarry pit

on the SE side of the cairn, appears to have vanished, Judging

by the upright slab lengths the known chamber on this site would
appear to be about 3m. In width and from back slab to passage
entrance ¢.9.5m. Of the suspected northern chamber a probable back
slab only survives with one stall slab surviving at the very edge

of the SE quarry which must have destrcyed the greater part of any

structure that had survived.

Chambered cairn. 'Shurrery . "Sithean Dubn'. Timensions: 32m x 30m.
Height: 2m. Subcircular grass- and heath=r-cover=d mound with boulders.
Large zaz2ntral hollow 20m x 7m. Six orthostats in rows are evidence of a
chamber, Calrn is crossed by a fence, Elavatio n: 3507 4D
ND 050535.
0.8, Cuard UD G5 Uw 6.
Henshall, 4.S. {1%£3]) The Chambered Tombs of Scotiand, vel. !, 70-1,
73, 287, No. 43.  EIAHMS (1911) Caithness, G5, No. 363.
(Fig. 11
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Visit summary report

\ .

Index number 479 NGR  NDO049583 Date originally scheduled 17-Mar-1934

Date last scheduled

Monument name Shurrery Kirk,chambered caire 360m SSFE of ‘

Visit date  15-Jun-1999 Councit HIGHLAND ? |

Recorder Murs A Coombs Inspector

Condition 2 Risk 1 HS Prionty 2.24 Opportunity for positive management 3§
New damage? IAM visit required? Interest in a HS grant” Sketch made? Y Slides taken? Y
Inadequate area” Review scheduling? Proportion scheduled 100%

Description and assessment of management requirements

15-JUN-1999, AC

The site lies on the NW facing siope of the moorland above Shurrery Kirk. The monument, a chambered
cairn, was 'severely robbed for road metal in or shortly before 1910', according to the Highland Regional
Council Archaeological Sites and Monuments Record. At that time or soon afterwards it was crossed by a
fence which was later replaced by the present deer fence dividing the cairn in half. The E side is within
the fence enclosing the Forest Enterprise conifer plantation, the W side is in sheep grazed moorland. The
cairn is ¢.30m in diameter with 2 areas of visible stone on the W side. There are 2 large stones visible on
the W side, the nearest to the fence is c.1.5m long and appears to be quite narrow, the other is more
clearly embedded in the cairu stone and ¢.0.75m across. To the E of the fence there are few visible stones
although they were felt beneath the grass.

The site was in a reasonable condition, covered with grass and heather, but there are signs of some
regeneration. The area to the E of the fence will be subject to a Forest Enterprise Management Pian. The
trees on the edge of the plantation are at present within 20m of the edge of the cairn and will be cleared
back 20m beyond the scheduled area when the management plan is implemented and any regeneration
will be removed. It may be appropriate to approach the owner of the W side of the cairn to see if he
would be interested in a Management Agreement. Maintenance of the fence will need to be undertaken
with care. There are some old drains on the W side of the cairn c.30m away.

30-JAN-94

Though difficult to be certain, the diameter of the monument
is probably larger than previously stated and is
approximately 30m N-S x 26m transversely. Bearing this in
mind, the scheduled area should ideally be enlarged to cover
a 10m baud of land around the monument.

The half of the monument that is within the Brawlbinplantation is now covered by thick growing
vegetation and allthe stone is covered. Qutwith the plantation there is morestone visible including the tops
of three orthostats, thelargest of which measures 2m wide x 0.1m thick x 0.4m aboveground. It is not
possible to guage the size or alignment ofthe chamber from the visible upright slabs.

Otherwise, there is no change in description. Site OK.

11-DEC-90
The cairn, which has in the past been disturbed, is now inthe main grass and heather covered. Measuring

~ 4 ~n -~ . ] ] (] L} L ] .. o



Visit summary report

~,
-

Description and assessment of management requirements

*deer fence crosses themonument. To the east of the fence is a conifer plantation,to the west, moorland
upon which sheep graze. The uearesttrees to the cairn are 30m away. The tops of two largeupright stones

are visible in the centre of the monument, | :

Comments on scheduling ‘ j
15-Jun-1999, AC

The scheduled area is c.40m in diameter and probably covers the monument adequately.

Comments by 1AM

Who was contacted and nature of contact

15-Jun-1999, AC

The site is part owned by Forest Enterprise and was visited with their representative. The other owner,
Sir Robert Black was spoken with prier to the visit,
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Appendix 3 Historic Scotland's last Monument Warden site sketch
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Appendix 3 Site access map
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: Appendix 4 Historic Scotland's last Monument Warden report
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Appendix 2 Forest Enterprise stock map
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Appendix 1

Scheduling Certificate



0.w. 11062, _' No. AJM.IS/33 4 beiv. &

-

IN THE MATTER OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS ACTS 1913 and 1931,

i. ‘
i 1

. . ¢

Te George Gunn, Esq., Ormiie Lodge, Thurso, Caithness,

the owner of part of the Monument known as Remains of chambered
cairn measuring approximately 100 feet in diameter and situated
on the moorland at an angle in the fence 400 yards south-south-
east of Shurrery Kirk, 750 yards east of the road leading nearly
due north to Shurrery School at its nearest point and 520 yards
north-north-east of Lochan Dubh said monument being the subjects
indicated in red colour on the annexed plan whereof the part
belonging to the said George Gunn is the portion to the east of

" as8id fence said portion being part of the property known as

Brawlbin Farm situated in the Parish of Reay and County of Caithness

In accordance with the prov131ons of Section 6 of the -
Ancient Monuments Act 1931, the Commissioners of His Majesty's Works
and Public Buildings hereby gilve you notlce that it 1s their
intention to include the Monument abdve apecified in s list of
monuments to be published by them under Section 12 of the Ancient
Monuments Consolidation and Amendment’ Act 1913.

Dated this l‘) i day of M wveh 1930

By Orfiexi of the Commissioners,

T R R R R R Y e 48 820 b s e s S 4 4 s e ettt r e dretterene

I..Pvesd Pmmds Tiww .. .(0fficer in Secretariat)

in the office of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Works and
Public Buildings duly authorised by them in that behalf hereby
certify that the notice of which the foregoing is a duplicate
together with a copy of the plan annexed and signed as relative to
a certificate affecting the intereat of Alan Douglas Pilkington,
Achvarasdal, Reay, Caithness, in said Remains of chambered cairn,
dated and recorded in the Division of the General Register of
Sagines for the County of Caithness, of even date herewith was
gserved on the before named George Gunn by postlng on the

day of M avef 1934+ between the hours o{

and 2 e'slo ik whterhoon at the T ar L farr et SE€ Post O:ﬁ‘flce,
London, & copy of the same to him, in a registered letter
addressed ags follows :- George Gunn, Esq., Ormlie Lodge, Thurso,
Caithness, .

L R RN B B R A Y L R B R R A A I R B

B
\‘\ PRI | .

C] REGISTERS and RECORDS of 860TLAND
GENERAL REGISTER OF SABINES :
Cotnty of Calthness, Lo EDINBURGH, Agent‘

‘ 5,800!( L/ FOLIO 75~-7%
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SERVICE of NOTICE

—

73y The Cormissioners of HM.,
Works etec. under Sections 6
gnd 16 of the Ancient Yonuments
Act 1931,

Lt e - o e e e o

1934 .-

. s

Aftecting George Gunn's ,
interest in Remains of Chamb.
iered Cairn south-south-east
of Shurrery Kirk in the wmnumu.m
of Reay and County of Caithnas'

WALTER FINLAY,W.8,
- Solicitor tn H.M,Works eto.

o
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iN THE MATTER OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS ACTS, 1913 and 1931.

} ‘
' i

ST s R

To Alan Douglas Pilkington, Esq., Achvarasdal, Reay, Caithpess, ;

the owner of part of the Monument known as Remains of chambered j

cairn measuring approximately 100 feet in diameter and situated

on the moorlaend at an angle in the fence 400 yards south-south-

. eagt of Shurrery Kirk, 750 yards east of the road leading nearly
due north to Shurrery School at its nearest point and 520 yards

north-north-east of Lochan Dubh seaid monument being the subjects

indicated in red colour on the annexed plan whereof the part

belonging to the said Alan Douglas Pilkington is the portion to

the west of said fence said portion being part of the property

known as Shurrery Commons, situated in the Parish of Reay and

County of Caithness.

o Tk

In accordance with the provision of Section & of the
Ancient Monuments Act 1931, the Commissioners of His Majesty's
Works and Public Buildings hereby give you notice that it is
! their intertion to include the Monument above specified in a
} . list of monuments to be published by them under Section 12 of
: (;“ the Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Act 1913,

Dated.this 17"4 day of Maveh 1934y

B der of the Commi§sioners.
* f;/ﬂu//

6K/42:g;6§§{ary: ) / '

I,.. EDvend Frwoels Yoo, oo .. .... ..{0fficer in Secretariat),
in the Office of the Commissioners of H.M. Works and Public
Buildings duly authoriged by them in that behalf hereby certify

that the notice of which the foregoing is a duplicate together

with a copy of the plan annexed and signed as relastive hereto was
gserved on the before named Alen Douglas Pilkington, by posting

on the 17 © day of M ev A 193Ly between the hours .,

of o ALK and 2 o'choeX JHESE at the Purli wesrast §°

Post Offlce London, a copy of the same to him, in s registered

letter addressed ag follows :-~

Alan Douglas Pilkington, Esg.,
Achvarasdal,
Peay,
Caithness,

£F Vs -

Register on behalf of the within named Commissioners of His
Majesty's Works and Public Buildings in the Re¢gister of the

Gnuuh1 of Ouﬂﬁiuahs,

* e

REGISIERS and RECORDS of BGOTLAND
QENERAL RLGISTER OF BARINES .
¢ County of Caithness, EDINRURGH, Agent.

BOOI( LrsL  FOLIQ 740
PRE!ENTED & REQISTERED. 3 O~<ACan 793 45
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