Photographic Record

Planning Application Ref 10/03431/PIP
Sibster Burn Croft (Houstry)
by Halkirk

for
Mr Donald MacDonald

Date 14th April 2011
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Recorded by K Sutherland

First in Building
Tel. 01847 895237
Observations during site visit
There are two buildings on the croft site:

(1) The croft house 12.8m long and 5.7m wide with a height to the eaves of 2.2m approximately built with Caithness stone with lime mortar and clay infill in random rubble form with a pitched closed couple roof constructed from timber rafters & ties timber sizes approximately 150mm x 50mm which are badly infected with wood worm throughout.
The roof is pitched at 40 / 45 degrees and clad with diminishing courses of Caithness slate with the majority intact, there is a number of missing and damaged slates and a large hole in the centre of the roof (see Photo 0516) A portion of the west gable seems to have been rebuilt at some point in time (see photo’s 0499 and 0500). Both gables have structural problems, the west facing gable having loose stone work and cracks, (see photo 0500 & 0519) while the east facing gable has a bow and a lean outwards of about 150mm over its height.  There are no windows or doors remaining in the building and all the internal construction elements having been stripped out to allow the building to be used as a cattle shelter. There are two fire place openings at either end gables but all fittings are removed or broken with only some remains of the pot hanger remaining to the west wall (see photos 0503 & 0505).
(2) Out buildings take a “L” shape form 15.7m long on the West elevation and 13.2m long on the North elevation with the building being 5.7m in width and with an approximate height of 2.2 m approximately constructed as a byre, store and cart shed and are again built with Caithness stone with lime mortar and clay infill in random rubble form with a pitched roof close couple constructed from timber rafters & ties, timber sizes approximately 150mm x 50mm which are badly infected with wood worm throughout. The roof members include a hip and valley rafters in the construction (see photo 0517) 
The roof is clad with diminishing courses of Caithness slate with a number of metal framed sky lights place throughout, but all glass panes are broken and missing. There are a number of missing and damaged slates and ridge tiles .Both gables have structural problems, having loose or missing stone work and cracks (see photo 0508, 0515 & 0514).  There are no windows or doors remaining in the building (except for the roof lights and some remains of the timber door posts). Within the byre there are three stalls two with stone feeding troughs with timber tops (see photo 0518).
To the north elevation of the outbuilding there is a raised area circular 5m in diameter with a square stone wall formation in the centre this may be a well, but the area is in filled and has some old fencing materials deposited within it.

There is no water or electrical services to either building on the site

List of Photographs on Record
	Photo 

No
	Building
	Orientation

(facing)
	
	Comments

	0489
	Croft House
	East gable 
	
	5.7m in length

	0499
	Croft House
	North elevation
	
	12.8m in length

	0500
	Croft House
	West gable
	
	5.7m in length

	0501
	Croft House
	South elevation (1)
	
	12.8m in length

	0502
	Croft House
	Internal east wall
	
	

	0503
	Croft House
	Internal west wall
	
	

	0504
	Croft House
	South elevation (2)
	
	

	0505
	Croft House
	Internal west wall
	
	

	0506
	Outbuilding
	East elevation byre
	
	10.1m in length

	0507
	Outbuilding
	South cart shed
	
	7.5m in length

	0508
	Outbuilding
	South gable of byre
	
	5.7m in length

	0509
	Outbuilding
	West elevation byre
	
	15.8m in length

	0510
	Outbuilding
	West elevation byre
	
	

	0511
	Outbuilding
	North elevation cart shed (1)
	
	13.2m in length

	0512
	Outbuilding
	North elevation cart shed (2)
	
	

	0513
	Outbuilding
	Top of well
	
	

	0514
	Outbuilding
	East gable cart shed
	
	5.7m in length

	B vbb0515
	Outbuilding
	East gable cart shed
	
	Stone damage

	0516
	Croft House
	North elevation roof
	
	Hole in roof

	0517
	Outbuilding
	Internal construction
	
	Roof hip / valley

	0518
	Outbuilding
	Byre feeding trough
	
	

	0519
	Croft House
	West gable chimney 
	
	Damage to stone
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	0498 East facing gable of house
	0499 North elevation of House
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	0500 West elevation of house
	0501 South facing elevation of house
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	0502 East Wall internal fire opening
	0503 West wall internal fire opening
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	0504 South elevation house
	0505 West wall internal fire opening
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	0506 East elevation byre
	0507 South elevation cart shed
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	0508 South gable byre
	0509 West elevation byre (1)
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	0510 West elevation byre (2)
	0511 North elevation cart shed (1)
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	0512 North elevation cart shed (2)
	0513 Well
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	0514 East gable cart shed
	0515 Loose & missing stones cart shed
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	0516 Hole in roof house
	0517 internal roof construction outbuilding
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	0518 Internal feeding trough byre
	0519 loose stones crack gable of house


