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"ND 3275 4928. Cairn Hill Broch(remains of)."(4)(7}

Broch, Cairn Hill, Uld Stirkoke: The mound had an (1)
orizinal diameter of 8O to 90 ft, but bout two-thirds of '

it had been removed on the B side vefore 1871, when (23

Anderson ohiarved the stonm-robbing and published his

observations in Arch Seot. ‘The broch's walls were about

13 L thiek, nnelosing an area some 30 't in diameter. (3)

Gbjrnts 1recovered are mostly in the i M A S (Ace lios:

SA{3-a1). They includa a bone bodkin, a ,olished bone

needle, ball a disc of micn achist, a stone lamp, a faw (HND34NWOO4B)
s, indle whorls, two whelstonns, hnmmer-stounes, thiun

cireular dises of slaty atone, a fragment of vronze and a

portion of the hilt end of n very broad, double-~adged

sword.

On the UE o€ the wound an extensive midden was found 6
“hich consisted principally of turf or peat ashes witn (6)
wood-chnrconl, shella, bones and pottery.

Cairn Hill is situated on the edie of the hauthland. Op

iE3 W side it has n heleht o some 6.3 m which reduces to

about 1.3 wm on its B sjide, whiie on tha i 1t merges with _

the surrounding sround. The top of the hill has ’j
obviously contained somn anrt of stone structure,

probably a broch, but {t has been guarrizsd and excavated

Lo such an extent Lhat no surveyable traces of any

strocture remain, apart from a short stretch of valling (OSFI:WDJ:23.4,1963)
on the o side,

Publishud_ﬁurvey (1:2500) revised.

The 'cairn', which had a circumference of about %0 yds,

was 3till being quarried in 1882, when, awnong many other . (8)
finds, iron ore and an iren bull were discovered as weall

a3 a large stone cist 'in an important position'. It

measured 8 't by 2 tt by 20 ins deep, and was composed of

roush slabs. The askeleton, althoush incomplete, appeared

to we of sreat size. The skull was well-preserved, apart

from the upper teeth, and measured 23 ins in

circimforence.

{See also D o . - long cis‘ts.)
The remains of thé broch are as described by F1. lio (OSFI:JB:1.9.19 2)

further information resgairding thé 'large atone cist' was
encountered. The farmer at the adjacent farm, 014
Stirkoke, disputed the t{tle "Gaimn Hill', stating that
this name applied to "Calrn of Stirkoke' (ND 34 L 12).
Published survoy (1:?%50) correct.

"Cairn Hill (brough)." (5)

29. 8. THE ANTIQUARY:1882:VOL.%:p228



P

T BROCIT OF OLD STIRKOKE.

Thig broch, which was cul into by the Limer as a convenient quarey
to furnish stones Tor-draing, was a grass-covered moand, 120 prees i eir-
cumferenee al, the base, about 12 feet high, and nearly 40 feel 0 dimneler
aevoss Lhe somewhat level summit. Owing o the woy in wlieh  the
operations were eonducled, no plan of the huilding could Hhe obtained, hut
the farmer pave every [acility for the preservation of such relies as happened
to be noticed during the progress of the work, and collected most ol them
hinsell, The broche wall was about 13 feel thick, and the space enclosed
about 30 fecl dimucter, A square drain van wnderneath (he floor., One
long oval-ended chiamber i the thickness of the wall was made oul. 16 was

I feet long, and 4 feet wideo Near the eentre of the eirenlar nidernal avea

was i cisl-like constraction, formed of four slabg, with a slab in the hottom,
It wag shightly wider at one end than the other, and was o feel Tong, 23 feet
broad in the widdle, wul 20 ches deep. It was completely ll of ashes,
with searcely iy intermixture of enrth or stones, and nearly o foot of almost
prre ashes Jauy over the top of it, which had 1o covering stone. We con-
sideved b lreplwe. b

At the north-cast siile of the mound there was :L'lln'uily extensive refuse
heap or kitchen midden, comsisting prineipally of turf or peat ashes, mingled
with eharved woud, and containing a Jarge admixturo of hroken anid split
bones of the usual animals, among which were ulso portions o a human
skull.  Fisli-Bones oceurred spavingly, nnd the common shove shell-fish were
abundant.  "The manufctured relies found were o polished hone needle,
S inches in leneih, with aoround bevelled eye; the hadi of w thin polished
dise of mica sehist, with gaenets in b, similar to one in the Masenm oblained
by My Faerer from the broch of Burvay, Ovkney; a Dlock of roed sandstone,
having two interseeting holows inils upper surlace shnilae Lo one found
in tho hroeh of Kettlehurn by Mre Bhind 5 {wo very rade spindle whorls of
sandstone simply chipped lo shape, several whetslones, rwle stone dises
or potb lids, stone pestles, pottery ol the usnal plain and rudely naede kind, o
boue Lodkin aboul 8 ynches long, several cut and sawn deer's horan, o frag-

ment of bronze, and a picee ol ivon Jike the hilt portion of wn ivon swowd.

(3}
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HIGHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL ARTEFACTS
R T SITE CODE
ARCHAFOLOGICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS RECORD = -1 201 4N W 010 416
__ N[D|3]2|7]|5]4.9|2|8]|CE
4 DISTRICT 5 PARISH 8 SITE !NAME .
CALTHVESS WICK CAIRIN| [HT|L|L B l_

7 GENERIC TYPE
STONE OBJECTSBONE OBJECTS 4

BCONCORDANCE - ;
08 ND3ANWALA RMS (QUEEN STREET) , 3-8 SWORD HILT,BRONZE
NMR GA 732l 1 PERIOD/ DATE 12 DATING METHOD
TA=EM TYP
TS FIN TAN 14 CONGITION 1S EXCAVATOR AND DATE
ANDERSON: 1871
EXCAVATION 16 EXCAVATION RECORD NO.
17 LAND USE 18 GECLOGY
19 S0ILS [2OVEGETATION
21 HYDROLOGY/DRAINAGE 2 RELIEF 23 ASPECT 24 ALTITUDE

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION, DIMENSIONS
BONE BODKIN. POLISHED BONE NEEDLE. HALF A DISC OF MICA SCHIST. A STONRK LAMP. A FEW
SPINDLE WHORLS. TWO WHETSTONES. HAMMER STOMES. THIN CIRCULAR DISCS OF SLATY STOME.
FRAGMENT OF BRONZE. HILT END OF BROAD DOUBLE - EDGED SWORD.

[26BIBLIOGRAPHY (AUTHOR:DATE:TITLE: JOURNAL OR PUBLISHER: VOLUME : DETAIL)
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ORDNANCE SUBVEY:1975:1/10,000 MAP
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27 GROUND PLAN NO. L "28GROUND PHOTO NO.
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20 SLIDES NO. BOHR. AR NO.

JTNMA. AP NO. 320THER AP NO.: SCURCE

33 ARCHIVE AND LOCATION

34GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 5 SAMPLES

38 PALYNOLOGY |37 NUMERICAL DATES: RANGE: LAB NO.

38 OTHER
39 NAME & ADDRESS OF OWNER 40 ATTITUDE OF OWNER
41 NAME & ADPRESS OF TENANT 42 ATTITUDE OF TENANT

|

43 ACCESS & RESTRICTIONS
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"ND 3275 4928. Cairn Hill Broch(remains of}."(4)(7)

Broch, Caimn Hill, vld Stirkoke: The mound hnd an
orizinal diameler of 80 to 90 ft, bubt boubt two-thirds of
it imd Leet removed on the 1 side oefore 1871, when
Anderson ohaerved the skene-robbing ond published his
obanrvabiont in Arch Seobt. ‘The broch'as walls vere about
15 't thiek, onclosing an aren some 30 £ in diameter.
Oi)jr*r‘.l::\ recavered are mostly in the T H A S (Ace lioa:

GA /3-51p. They inelwda n Lone bodkin, a polished bone
nredle, halt’ a dise of wien achist, a stone lamp, o few
5, indle whorls, two whebtatones, hammer-stones, thin
cireular dises of alaty astone, a {ragment of vronse and a
portion of the hilt end of n very broad, double-edged
swotd.

On the 18 of tha mound an extensive midden was found
ahich connisted principally of turf or peat ashes witn
wood-chinveonl, snellas, bones and pobtery.

Coirn HELL is situnted on Ehn edze of the haughland.  On
itz ¥ side 1t has n helzht of gome 6.5 m which reduces Le
about 1.5 wm on its § aido, whlle on tho d 1t merges with
the surrounding zround. The top of the hill has
obviously contained somn aort of steone structure,
probably a broch, but 1t hng heen quarried and execavated
to suen an extent that no surveyable Lraces of any
structure vemain, aparft from a short stretch of walling
oh bthe n s5ilde,

Published survey (§:2500) revised.

The Teairn', which had a circumference of about S0 yds,
wad still being yuarried in 1882, when, among many other

.tinda, iron ore and an iron bull were discovered as well

a3 a inrge stone cist 'in an important position'. It
measired 8 tt by 2 £'t by 20 ins deep, and was composed of
roush slabs.  Tae skeleton, althoush incomplete, appeared
to ve of sreat sizZe. ‘Whe skull was well-preserved, apart
from the upper teeth, and measured 23 ins in
circumfberence . . .

{See also dD 3 d 1 - long cists.)

The remains of the broch are as described by Fi. lio
further information resirding theé "large stone ciat' was
encountered.  The farmer at the adjacent tarm, 014
Stirkoke, disputed tha title 'Cairn ili', stating that
this oame applied to 'Caitn of Stirkoke' (MD 3 LW 12).
Fublished snrvey (1 12%4)) correct.

"Cairn Hill (brough).” (5)
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