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29,

(ND 3083 4349) Cairms of Yarrows (HAT) (1}.
Broch & Settlement (NR)

The broch of Yarrows, with secondary structures, including (2)(3),
wags, is situated on a spur projecting into the loch of
Yarrows, isolated from the mainland by a ditch 25 to 30 't
wide.

Before excavation by Anderson in 1866-7 the remains
appeared as a grass-covered mound 18 to 20 ft high. The
broch consisted of a eircular wall, 12 to 13 ft thick and
then 15 ft high, enclosing an area 30 ft in diameter.

The relics were presented to the NMAS.

(4)(5).

In 1910 the wall stood about 11 £t high. MNuch of the
structure was still visible, and the walls of the Y
secondary structures were in good condition. :

Anderson also found five human skelétons, one with a
i3th / 14th century brass brooch, in the mound.

A broch angd settlement, generally as described by the
RCAHM, partly waterlogzed due to the damming of the Loch
of Yarrows. The encircling diteh is now visible as a
vague silted-up warshy area. The name 'Cairns of Yarrows'

is no longer used locally. (OSFI:NKB:2.5.1967).

Published survey (1:2500) revised.

This broch is probably an early form. A stretch of (6).
linteiled zround-level gallery, unnoted by the excavator,

is in the NE are. The entrance in the E is probably

primary, that at the foot of the mural stair probably

being pushed through when the settlement cutside was being
built. A secondary wall has been introduced to the

interior of the broch, which is usually an indication that

it has been converted into a dwelling and its high wall
destroyed.

See cont. cards for text ol {2) and (8).



509, Brech, Yarrows, Loch of Varvews.—8ituated at the 8. end HND 34 SW 001A
of the Loch of Yarrews is the broch of Yarrows (or Yarhouse), which
wag excavated by Dr Joseph Anderson in 186667, and from whose
description the following particulars are derived :(—

The appearance before excavation was that of a conical grass-
covered mound 18" to 20" in height, slanding on a low, flat (2).
riangular projection of the shore of the loch ent off from the
land by a ditch varying from 25 to 30" wide. Remains of
five human skeletons were found embedded in the earth and
stones of the mound, but not deep enough to huve any
determinable relation with the structure of the brech helow,
and near one of these was recovered a flat civeular brooch of
brass inscribed with a talisinanic ivseription common te the
brooches of the 13th and 14th conturies.

When excavated, the broeh consisted of a circular wall 127 to
13" thick, enclosing a central area 30" in diameter.  The height
of the wall remaining was about 15 The doorway, which
passed straight through the wall, was about 6’ high and 2}’
wide, slightly narrower at top than at bottom, and well
built  with long flat slabs, some of which were & in
length, ‘There were no guard chambers or bar holes, and the
checks for the door were quite on the iuner side of the wall.
Opening from the interior area to the left of the doorway was
the entrance to the stair, which also gave access to an oblong
chamber at the stair foot. The stair itself was 3" wide, and
sixteen steps up there was a lunding with a light-hole or window
looking into the interior of the broch. Above the entrance
to the stair there were also three windows placed vertically
over each other. In the thickness of the wall opposite the
doorway was an oblong chamber roofed in the usual manner
by overlapping stones. The bLroech had an interior wall of
inferior masonry built against the main wall, and partially
bonded into it at the door openings. This inner wall was 2}’
thick and rose to a height of 8" where the wall head formed «
level scarcement all round the interior: and there were also
partition walls running half way across the area from both

sides of the doorway. These wove partly built and partly
formed of long slabs set on end, and they roso to aboub the
samno height as the scarcement. The partitions and the inner
wall forming the scarcement were founded on an accumnula-
tion of rubbigh largely mixed with ashes and food refuse
which covered the original floor of the broch to the depth of 127

to 14", They were thercfore clearly secondary constructions

1made to adapt the broeh to the purposes of a secondary ocoupa-

tion.  Ontside the hroch were two long irregularly shaped

enclosures (C and D on plan), and several smaller ceils. The

outer enclosure was 100" in length and varied in width from

6" to 207; the inner enclosure was 70" in length and about 12’

in width, and each had a little cell provided with door checks

opening off them. In eome places their walls remained entire

to the hetght of 10° without showing -any sign of overlapping
for a roof.  Both of these large enclosures had irregular rows
of long slabs sob on end in their floors. A long covered way (A)
leading to the entrance of the broch traversed the NT. end of
theso enclosures. It varied fn width from 3’ at the door of
the broch to about 5 at the outer end, and had checks for
doors af four diflerent places in its length. The secondary
character of all these exterior constructions was obvious from
the fact that underneath their foundations there was a con-
siderable depth of stones overlying the eriginal soil, and mingled
with ashes and food refuse. It was also evident that various
occupations of the interior of the broeh had taken place from
time to time when the original floor had become covered with
rubbish to a considerable depth. Partition walls were met
with at three different levels, dividing the internal area on
three different plans, the last being a partial partition utilising
only one side of the area, at a time when the original tloor
had become coverad with 8 of stones and rubbish,

The relics recovered consisted of grain rubbers and stones
hollowed like mortars, stone pestles, pounders or hammer
stones, whetstones, civeular dises of slaty sandstone, stone
balls, a small rounded pebble of quartz with a hole through it,
and a number of spindle whorls, a ring and armlet of bronze,
and & few fragments of iron knives, hesides pottery. The
animal remaing included those of the reindeer and the red-deer.

The relics are preserved in the National Museum of Antiquities,
Ff]if'lll'l!]'ﬂ']l



The broch is now in a rather dilanidated condition, and the stone
of which it v builg, especially on the inaer face of the wall, 18 dis-
integrating rapidly. The grealest height of the main wall visible in
the interior is 117, and the greatest hieight of the lining 6 The width
of the passage is 2" 8. There is no guard chamber, and the door
chiceks oceur ai 11 from the outside near ihe inner end of the passage.
Three consecutive lintels remain over the passage for 4°6” of ity length,
The entrance to the stair is bloeked, and only one of the windows is
complete above it.  Tho chamber at Lhe foot of the aair is siill entire,
and is 3’ 8” wide at greatest width and 6 2" high.  The walls slightly
converge upwards and sapport a roof of fings.  The steps of the stair
are almost entirely hidden with soil and vegelation,  The chamber
entering from the interior opposite the main entrance is still intact
for some 9" 4" ag ity 8. end, and mensures 4” across ag greabest width,
and 6”47 in Leight above the present floor level. A large portion of
the facing wall has recently fallen away on the N. side, while the
walls which crossed the court are now bardly recognisable. The
walls of the outbuildings are still in good condition, A plan made by
Sir Henry Dryden at the date of oxcavation is hero reproduced (fig. 373,

See Mem. Anthrop, Soe. Tond., iii. p. 228; Anderson, 7%e Iron
Age, p. 223 {plan and ius.); drcherolgra Seotica, v, pt. i p. 131
(plan and illug.).

OB.M., Carrin, xxix. (“Cairns of Yarrows (Brough)™.

Visited, 6th June 1910.
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