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509, Broch, Varvows, Loch of Varrews. -Situated ot the 8. end
of the Loch of Yavrrows is the broch of Yarrows (or Yarhouse), which
way exeavated by Do Jeseph Andersen in 1866-67, and from whose
deseription tho Tollowing particulars ave derived

The appearance before exeavation was that ol nconical grasg-
covered mound 18" to 207 in height, standing on a low, flat
triangular projection of the shore of Lhe loeh cut off from the
Tand by o ditely varying from 257 Ly 307 wide.  Remaing of
five humao skeletons were found embedded 1o the enrth and
atones ol the monnd, bub not deep enongh Lo have any
delerminable relation with Lho stenelire of tho hreeh helow,
and near one of Lheae was recovered o flab eivenlar brooeh of
brasa ingeribed wilh a talismanie inseription common to the
hrocehes of Lhe 130h and 1440 conturies,

The relies vecavered consistesdl of grain rubbers and sloues
liollowed Tike mortars, stono pestlen, pounders ar haunmer
aloties, wholstones, civeular disen of slaly sandatone, slone
halls, o small romded pebide of quavtz svith a hole throngh i,
and a number of apindlo whorls, a ring and armlel of bronze,
awd a few Tragments of fron knives, leaides pottery. The
animal remaing ineluded those of Lhe reindosr and tha red deer,

The velics nre preserved in the National Muesenm of Antiguilies,
Tadinbnrgh,
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TILE BROCHS AND THEIR CONTENTS,

The
telics obtained in the course of the excavation were few in
number compared with the size and apparent importance of
the structire. No querns wers found, but about a dozen
grain rubbers and stones hollowed like mortars, large numbers
of stone pesties, pounders, or hammer-stones, abraded ab the
ends by use; several whetstones (Figs., 198, 199}, a large

Figs, 198, 199, —Whetstones fron Brock of Yarhouse
(3 inches in length).

number of thin circular discs of slaby sandstone, from 2}
inches up to 14 or 15 inches in diameter, many stone balls
9% to 3 inches diameter, a small rounded pebble of quartz,
with a hole throuch it, a number of spindle-whorls of
stone, and one of burnt clay. The objects In metal were
a 1ing of bronze, half an inch in diameter, an armlet of
bronze (Fig. 200), made of a wire }—-inch in diameter, square
for half its length, and twisted so that the corners form a
spiral pattern, the other Lalf being the plain round wire. A
few fragments of iron knives, and some indeterminate objects
of small size, greatly corroded, were all the remains of iron
implements that were found. The pottery was very abundant,
but the {ragments were in general small.  Some were coarse
and thick, others thin and fine; all unglazed, and entirely
without ornament, except that some picces showed a slightly
everted lip. The apimal remains included those of the rein-

deer (Figs. 201. 202} and red-deer, the horse, the nx, the sheep,
the pig, the dog, and some undetermined birds and fish,

Althongh the site is a long way from the sea, there was a

(2)

Fig. 200.—Bronze Armlet from the Broch of Yarhouse (2} inches diameter).

considerable accumulation of the common shore shells, chiefly

periwinkles aneld Hmpets.



The oceurrence of ithe remains of ND34SWO0O0 1B
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47 the reindeer among the refuse of the food of the occupants of

the Brochs of the North of Scotland is a fact of mueh interest in

Figs. 201,202. —Portions of Horns of Reiudeer found in the Broch ol Yarhouse,
Caithnass,

various ways. [t establishes the correctness of the statement
made incidentally in the Orkmeyingr Seaq,) when, in reconl-
g the movements of Marald and Rognvald, Earls of Orkney,
i the year 1158, the writer says that “every summer the
Farls were wont to go over to Caithness, and up into the
torests to hunt the red decr or the reindect.” it also shows
that in Secotland at least the association of reindeer remains
with those of prelistoric man does not of itself or necessarily
indicate extrere antiguity,

In the upper part of the mound were found two
gkeletons, not deep enough tc have any determinable
relation with the structure of the broch below.

Near one of thnse first found was a flat
eircular brooch of brass (Fig. 195), of about 2} inches diameter.

Fig. 195.—Circular Brooch of Drass, found with a burial in the wonny covering
the ruins of the Broch (2} inches diameter),

1t was rudely inscribed with letters which appear to be a
blundering attempt at the formnla 18vs Nazar {Fyvs], a
commmon and popular talismanic inseription on the hronches
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

U The thkneyinga Srge (Ddinburgh, 1873), p. 182, See also Dr. J. AL
Smith's Notiee ol ¢ Remains of the Reindeer in Scotland,” in the Procecdings )
of the Soc. Antig. Seot., vol. vill. p. 186, (2)





