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Gleann—Torra-shichaig, Sconser, Isle of skye. Deceaber 1989.

An archaeological survey of an area of pronosed afforestation cerried
out after initial ploughing.

The new tlantation at Sconser slipped through the con:ultation net.
the result being that an archaeological survey of the area was not
carried out nrior to the coinencezent of nloughing.

It wus therefor a gcod opportunity to observe the gffect of ploughing
on the azrchaeological sites lying within tre provosed area of planting.

Prior to ploughing no archaeological sites were recorded for the area,
the plough-man therefor was not forwarned vof any areas of archzeological
potential, a perfect test of driver awareness and site vulnerability.

During the survey, carried out over two days in November, 13 gites wvere
located, these are listed below and there locations recorded on the
enclosed nav.



Site No. Grid ref. Conments.

535W \
6» NG5445 3521 No action needed

To the north side of the burn which runs down the west flank of Mealle
Buidhe is a continuous revetment wall 1m. high, This wall runs from
the 59m. contour to the 12¢n. contour vhere it leaves the burn in a
HE direction, being clearly marked. on the 1:25000 0.S. mnaps froa this
noint.

7. NG5445 3503 ' Spot site

On the west facing sloze of Mealle Buidhe, on the east side of the
corrie between Mealle Buidhe and “Meallan a Bhealaich Bkric, at a

height of 120m. 0.D. is an oval structure. Built of surface ‘stone

the structure meazures 4m. EW by 3.25m. NS over walls 1m. thick.

A small burn lies close by to the north. '

8. JG5410 3505 S ot site

On a natural pletform at the foot of the north flank of Meallan a
Bhealaich 3hric, at a height of %0m. 0.D. it a ruined shieling.

It is of the twin cell tyse reduceé to an earth nound witik central
devressions faced witi stone-work now wuch fallen.

This shieling partially overlies a ruinous circular structure with
an internal,diameter of 41., the wall being to disturbed to 1ueasure.

[

9. NG5403% 3503 - . Area =ite

On the ¥V flank of Mezllan a Bhealaich Bhric, overlooking the A850,
at a height of 80m. 0.D. iy a group of 5/6 =1all platforac. 411 the.
platforas are scooved out of the hillside and 1easure between 2 and
Z2.5m in diameter. 4 nuater have the reilainsg of circular structures
unon ti.em, verhaps tuining vens. :

10. 365595 3470 Cpot site

On top of a natural hillock which lies on the eact side of the i 850,
at a height of 80am. 0.D. is a circular enclosure Ba. in diumeter. To
the rear or east side of the enclosure is a ruinous shieling of the
tiin.cell or figure '8' tyove, now reduced to twin mounds with circular

depre: sions in the top. o
~

3 ¥F. : NG5405 3425 R - irea site

On a natural platform which lies on the hillzide to the eart of the
AB50, dut not visible froa the road, at a height of 90m. 0.D. is a
ruined :hieling. It is of the triple cell tyve, consisting of an earth
mound with well preserved internal chaiabers. Saall creeps 30ca. square
are visible between the chambers.

A second very ruinous shieling lies 15n. to the west, and a t.ining
ten lies 30m. down the slove to the west.
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CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM THEE S'RVAY.

Of the 13 sites found during the survey 4 lay outside the area
affected by ploughing, (5,6,7,12). ‘

Of the 9 sites which fell within the area affected by plouzhing.
2 lay in positions which prevented the vlough froas passing over
them, site 9 was on a steep, rocky, slope, site 16 was on a rocky
knoll close to a burn.

The remaining 7 sites lay in positions with easy access, on level
or sloping terrain.

At site 4 the plough passed between the two sain features without
damaging them.It did however turn up butied nidden mzterial.

Site 8 was ploughed right up to, but not over, the driver. probably
seeing it at the last moment.

Sites 10 and 11 are well preserved very obvious sites and the
plough-~san has lifted out and travelled around thexn before*setting
in again.

At site 13 the earth bank was not easily seen anongst the heather,
the nlough has destroyed much of this feature.

Sites 14 and 15 lie within an area left unsloughed.

It can therefor be seen that archaeological sites in positions where
the terrain makes access difficult are unlikely to be damaged .

However, sites which lie on level or easily accessible terrain,
rely on the plough-man having a broard knowledge of the tyves of
archaeological remains he ie likely to be confrontéd with. He aust
also have the time to look for these sites, and the inclination to
travel around then. '

Of the two sites damaged at Sconser one {(13) was not easily seen,
and the other (4) suffered dznage to archaeological levels hidden
by the turf. Both thece examples highlight the need for vrofessional
site identification, and protective zoning around sites.

Of the remaining 5 cites which the plough could have destroyed 3
apoezr to have been saved by pure chance alone, {(8,14,15). This
leaves 2 sites which where seen in time and vurposely ploughed
around.

Although at the Sconser plantation only 2 out of a.possibig‘?
sites were damaged it could so easily have een 5 out of 7, leaving
little doubt as to the value of survey before plo@gﬂing.

M.Wildgoose. December 1989,



