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ARC3 Condition

The attached photographs were taken in January and February 2012 by Shaz Morton of 31 Geary, Hallin, Isle of Skye IV55 8GQ
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Introduction
Shaz and Alistair Morton bought 31 Geary in January 2012 from Catherine Sullivan (nee McKinnon).  Catherine has provided the historical information about the croft and buildings. Catherine was bequeathed the house by her brother Charlie McKinnon who had lived in the property off and on for most of his life.  Charlie had been left 31 by his aunt who lived all of her life on the croft with various generations of McKinnons at various times. 


Background
The main house was built around 1932, the byre was built as a black house for Catherine’s grandparents in the late 19th century we think (exact date unknown).  Prior to then the McKinnon family had lived in another blackhouse on the other side of the township road for several generations.  

The Byre
Formerly a blackhouse (half domestic, half livestock), latterly a byre.  When the McKinnon family moved to the main house, the byre was used solely for livestock. 

The Stonestore
The bottom half of the stonestore is stone built and may have been built at the same time as The Byre.  Catherine was unsure of the exact date of build, we have consulted other elders in the community and they too are unsure.  The top half of the stonestore is concrete and was built as some point in the 1970’s.  The bottom half was used as a workshop, the top half for storage. 

The Main House
The house was built by a local stonemason (name unknown) who built various similar houses along the township road of Geary in the 1930’s. 

