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#* "Otherwise known as 'Uaigh Diarmaid'."
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By far the most passionate and tragic story of the saga (4)

is that of Diarmaid and Grainne, to whom Fionn was
betrothed. Grainoe put geasa upon Diarmaid to elope with
her, and these he could not break. They fled, and for many
days were pursued by Fionn, who at last overtook them, bub
was forced by the Iians to pardon the beloved hero.
Meauwhile Fionn waited {or his revenge. Knowing that it
wag one of Iiarmaid’s gease never to hunb a wild bgar, he
invited him to the chase of the hoar of Gulban. Diarmaid
slew it, and Fionu then bade him measure its length with
his fook. A hbristle pierced his heel, and he fell down in
agony, beseeching Fionn to bring him water in his band,
for if he did this he would heal him. In spite of repeated
appeald, Fionn, after bringing tho water, let it drip from
his hands. Diasrmaid’s brave soul passed away, and oo Fionn's
character this dire blot was fixed for ever.

The word Diarmaid, associated with the Dunan or little Dun, also

oceurs in Uaigh Diarmaid, or Diarmaid’s grave (fig. 12), which lies in a.

field close by. Tiwenty large rongh stones, of an average length of 2
feet cach, exiend to the length of 27 feet in a double parallel row, while
the measurement across from the outer edge of the stones is 8 feet. Five
of the stones have been removed or have sunk oub of sight.  The remain-
ing fiflecen arc embedded on a level with the grass, which might argue
for a great antiquity., The tradition of the natives affirms that Diarmaid
and his wifc are both buried here,—the Diarmaid being the hero celebrated
in the TFingalian ballads.

Tig. 12. Diarmaid's Grave.

H NG 92 SW 002

(2)



! x.' )

HNG 92 SW 002

(WG 9399 2085) Diarmaia's Tomb (1)

'Uaigh Diarmeid' or 'Diarmaid's Grave' - formerly 20

stones forming two parallel rows 27' long and 8' broad

overall. TFive of the stones have been removed, or have

sunk out of site. The remaining 15 average 2' in length

and lie flush with the surface of the ground. (2)
The site was excavated but nothing was found except

cne clay pot. It was later thought the excavations were

not decp enough. (a) (Info:Dr.F.Macrae, Ratagan)
Tradition says that Diarmid, Fingal's nephew, and

Srainne, Fingal's wife, are buried here. (3)

Generally as described by Bogle. Only 13 of the
stones, either level with, or protruding from, the turf,
can be seen. Possibly & Vlkln? zrave.

'"Diarmid' is the locally accepted spelling of this
name, - . : (OSPI:RL:22.9.1966)

'Diarmid's Grave': a scttlng of stones, up and down
a slight W-facing slope.

This is Simllar to_the alleged Viking graves én

2 Isle of Canna. (See HNG 20,NWMQ01) (OSFI:AA:13.6.1G74)



