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The sculpture is in excellent Preservation

curved lines and smal] circles and the latter with

» probably on account of the bardness of

9.0 s@n

|
i
i
[
i

Front, Left sid
Fig. 58, —Pillar stone seulptured with incised symbel at Rogkeen, msw 5 linear,

DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF MONUMENTS—ROSS, 61

This stone is accurately illustrated in Stuart's Seulptured Stones of Seotland (vol
i pL 108).

Roskeen. —The farm of this name is situated 1} mile W. of Invergordon
railway. station (Ordnance Map, 94). )

The symbol stone, which is known locally by the name of the “Clach a’ Mheirlich,”
or “ Thief's Stone,” gtands in a field about 1 of a mile 5. of Roskeen, between the rail-
way and the road along the N. shore of the Cromarty Firth,

by T foot 6 inches thick, sculptured with incised lines on two faces thus (fig. 58)—

Front.—At a height of 2 feet from the ground the step eymbol

Left Side—About the middle of the height of the stone what appears to be traces
of the crescent symbol and between this and the bottom of the stone what may be
either a pair of pincers or the tuning-fork symbol.

This stone, which was discovered by the late Dr Sutherland, of Invergordon, has
not previously been illustrated.

CLASS IL

Hilton of Cadboll—The village of this name is sitnated on the N. side of the
Moray Firth close to the sea-shore, a mile and a half N.E. of Shandwick and 5 miles
W. of Fearn railway station (Inch Ordnance Mup, Sheet 94).

The upright cross-slab originally stood near the ruins of a chapel, dedicated to
the Virgin Mary, under the brow of the hill on which the farm-house of Cadboll
is situated! Mr C. Petley states that the slab lay near the seashore with the
sculptured face downwards until about 1811, when Mr Cordiner discovered that there
was carving on the under side and had the stone turned over. Dr Stuart ® says, “The
stone at Hilton has at some former period been taken down and converted into a
gravestone, and it now lies in o shed, the wall of which is believed to form part of
an ancient chapel” Since Dr Stuart wrote this in 1856, the stone has been remowed
to Invergordon Castle, 1 mile NN'W. of Invergordon railway station, and now stands
on a modern base in the grounds at the side of the ‘carriage drive } a mile S, of the
castle. The sculpture is weathering rapidly in its present exposed position and many
of the details, such as the spirals on the double dise symbol at the top, which are
indicated in Petley’s and in Cordiner’s drawings have almost entirely disappeared.

It is an upright cross-slab, of rectangular shape, of red sandstone, measuring 7 feet

} C. Cordiner's Antiquities and Scenery of the North of Scotland, p. 63,
¥ Sculptured Stones of Scotland, vol. i. p. 10.

It is @ square unhewn pillar of sandstone, 6 feet high by 1 foot 6 inches wide
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met his death there at the hands of marauding Vikings. This is said
to have occurred early in the 8" century, though we do not hear of
other Viking raids on the coasts of Britain until the end of that i
century. Then the monks of Iona suffered dreadfully, fleeing from the i
island in AD 806; Lindisfarne was deserted in AD 875. To the north, _
Shetland and Orkney were being colonised by Norsemen during the _
9™ century; Caithness and Sutherland were being settled by the 10® __
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century. At Tarbat, the unusual concentration of Pictish material is
likely to indicate a site of particular importance, perhaps a monastic
settlement. The condition of the Tarbat stone fragments is also
significant; many of them are remarkably unweathered, suggesting i
that the stones were not long left upright and exposed to wind or rain
and some perhaps broken within a century or two of their production.
This may indicate that Tarbat was a target for the Vikings, like many
other monastic sites. Tt is worth -adding that a hoard of the Viking
period, consisting of silver armlets or ring-money and coins, whose
deposition has been dated to the end of the 10® century, was found in
the churchyard at Tarbat in 1889.

Meanwhile the Picts faced another formidable foe. The Irish in the
_ west, the Scots of Dalriada, were gradually expanding their power,
and in AD 843 the Scot, Kenneth MacAlpine, united the royal
dynasties of the Picts and the Scots and the Pictish people were
henceforth ruled by Scottish kings, speaking a Scottish language,
under Scottish organisation and church system. Gradually the Picts
lost their national identity, a development which may fit in with the
disuse of Pictish symbols on Class III stones, which , as we have
seen, were being carved in the 9" and perhaps the 10" centuries. By
this time, Easter Ross had become a frontier land between the
colonising Vikings to the north and the Scottish kingdom, and we hear
in the sagas of many bloody campaigns and battles fought by land and
sea within the area. Finally, the Viking settlement spread south across
the Cromarty Firth and we may assume that the native style of art
ceased in Easter Ross.
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The floruit of -the early Christian art in our region occurred,
_ therefore, during the later-centuries of Pictish independence, when we
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