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33 Fyrish Monument, Ross and Cromarty lé‘
AL TS,
NI 6OT6I7. Near Alness. From A 836 take minor
road W to Boaths atter 1.5 km carpark inwood on
lett. Signposted footpath @ walk otabout 1 hour.

A pleasant waik leading uphill through trees onto
open moorland with nagnificent views over the
Cromarty Firth from beside the monument on the top
of Cnoc Fyrish (133 m ODY This sunulated nin
consists of nine massive circular columns buit ol
mortared rubble, the centre tour columns being linked
by painted arches, above which the wall finishes in
curious stumpy battlements. The outer tour columns
are oftset and incomplete, while a smaller and shorter
column blocks the centre arch. The monument is sct
on the edge of the hill and can be seen from many
mites away, looking like tiny teeth on top of the hill.

This unusual monwment was erected by General Siv
Heetor Munro of Novararound 1783 as a relichwork
i a tme of tanine, and is betieved by longstanding
tradition 10 be a copy of the gates of the tortress of

e

Negapatam an the Coromandel coast ot Tndia "There

are . .. some odd editices on the sumimits which he -
N - - . . . - . . . 3
is said w have designed as imitations of the hillforts in

Lo N . - . BHg
India’ wrote the poct Southey in 1819, 5ir Hector =

served in the army in India awith distinction for many
vears. During the war between the British and Haidar
Ali, the British attacked the Dutch settlement ot
Neaapatant, then garrisonud by some thousands of —
[ndian troops. It fell on the Tith November 1781 to @
combined torce of soldiers commanded by Major-
General Sir Heetor Munro and a naval detachment
under Sir Bdward $fughes, an event which destroved
Dutch power in the area, while the British captured
much needed supplics of carrency, artillery and
horses, While the monuwment scems not to represent
anv specific strueture, it is loosely bascd on Indian
architecture, particularly in the shape ofits three
arches, and it is entirely plausible that Sir Hector
designed and built it to commemorate his great
Viclory.

Sir Hector also repaired the chapterhouse of Fortrose
Cathedral (no. 548 and as MP for the Inverness group
of burghs heiped to buiid the Town Steeple (no. 1
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Vandals deface famous

A B-LISTED Easter Ross
landmark, built over 200
vears ago as reliel work
at a time of famine, has
been deflaced by gralfiti.

The monumeoent on 1,400-
foot Cnoc Fyrish above
Evanton, believed to he a
copy of the gates of the
fortress of Negapatam in
india, is a prime attraction
with thousands of visitors
all year round.

Vandals have sprayed
names on the elegant sand-
stone edifice with acrosol
paint, which is notoriously
difficult to remove.

The proprictor of Novar
Estates, Mr Ronald Munro-
Ferguson, now [laces the

task — and the cost — of

cleaning up lhe mess as
the monument is on his
land.

“I'm horriflied,” he said
yesterday  (Wednesday)
when the wmatler was
brought to his allention.

“It's an awful shame,
but one of thesc things

one has to put up with
these days.

“The people who did
this probably wenl up the
track by motor cycle rather
than walked up. I would
not expecl walkers to be
so irresponsible,

“But | assure you the
paint will be removed.
Some stones had become
dislodged from the monu-
ment as well, so we'll try
to attend to both matters
together.”

Although buildings are
centirally listed by the Scot-
tish Office, resources are
not as a rule provided to
maintain them. That re-
sponsibility falls on the
owner.

Damage

The archaeologist for
Highland Region, Bob
Gourlay, described the
damage as “reprehensible’.

However he added, “I'm
not sure whal we can do
aboul it exceplt express
our displeasure. Aerosols

| Easter Ross monument

can be very difficult to gel
off and this may be some-
thing that a communily
council could become invol-
ved with.”

A spokeswoman for His-
toric Scolland in Edin-
burgh, which lists build-
ings according to their
significance, said repairs
to a monumeni are the
owner’s responsibility.

“We and the planning
authority have vested
powers to enforce owners
to carry oul repairs. Where
graffiti falls into that, I'm
not quite sure.”

Fyrish monument was
build in 1783 at the insti-
gation of General Sir Hec-
tor Munro of Novar, on a
site thal can be seen for
miles around.

Sir Hector served with
the British Army in India
for many years and may
have built the monument
1o commemorale his vic-
tory against the Duich
settlement al Negapalam
in 1781.






