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349 Ardgour House. This small mansion {Pl. 778}

occupies the site of 3n eaclier residence, established as

the principal messuage of the bareny of Ardgour by a

roval charter of 1542z and commanly knewn untl the
18th century as Cuil or Coull.! The present house was
built by Hugh MacLean. 12:h of Ardgour, in 1765 and
reconstructed by his son, Alexander Mackean, after
being gutted by fire in 18235,

The Georgian house comprises a three-storeved mzin
block measuring t5-6 m by 10 m over all 2nd having a
square stair-tower placed centrally at the rear. The
S-facing principal elevation is of five bavs with rusticated
freestone quoins and a moulded eaves.course. the
remaining masonrv being harled. \Whereas all these
features correspond with the ariginal building-contract
of 1965, the existing central fan-lighted doorway flanked
by twin columns (Pl 550) evidently dates from the
1820s. At the same penod symmetrical two-stareved
wingt were added 1e bath pable-walls, having a single
window with Tudor drip-mould at each sterey of the §
elevation. These wings, as well as the main block, are
hip-roofed. The original roof appears to have been of
gabled form, and a central blocking-feature at the wall-
head is also 2 1gth-century addition,

The interior was so severely damaged by the fire of
tBz25 that only the geometrical s1ané stair housed in the
rear projection survives from the original building. Even
this required renpvation, for the existing metal balustrade

/with timber handrail is of igth-century date. The

' principal apartments zre the dining-room, at grownd-
flaor level E of the entrance-hall, and the drawing-room
which occupies the centre and W part of the first floor,
The Attings of these rooms are tvpacal of the 18208 with
panelled doors and window-shutters of pine, moulded
plaster tornices and simple chimney-pieces of polished
sandstone. Although the internal plan was altered
during tebuilding in the 18205 to provide corridors
communicating with the wings added at that period, it is
probable that the drawing-room has always occupied its
present position. The 1765 building-contract shows that
the first-Boar rooms were to be loftier than these on the
ground-floor. .

The replacement of an earlier house, shown on Rov's
Map of abeut 1750, was under consideration in 1763,
when Hugh MacLean of Ardgour obrained estimates for
quarrying sandstone near Kinlochatine, perhaps at
Inninmore Bay {ivo. 183)* A contract for building the
new house,.at a price of {61¢ Br., was agreed in June
1765 with John Menciaws "of Kirkmichael in Nether
Coull' and David Girdwoed, a Glasgow wright who had
already been emplaved in alierations at Williamwood,
Renfrewshire, another house belonging 1w Hugh
iMacLean.® It was specified that freestone from the
quarrics at Inchinnan, Renfrewshire, was to be employed
for the dressings. A work-force including four masons
from Cowal, four from Glasgow and three from Edin-
burgh completed the shell of the house within six
months, although the owner recommended that the
principal timbers. fleated down the fiver Lochy and
Loch Linnhe from Achnacarry, should be allowed to
stand far a vear before the joists and roaf were inserted

A serious fire in Scptember 1825, which left the house
gutted except for the principal stair, was followed by 2
complete remodelling of the interior and the addition of

the Aanking wings. The craftsmen emploved were
Alezander Squair, a builder-architect who apparently
supplied the plans, and John Pender, 2 wright. Althongh
the damaged house was repaired quickly enough for 2
plasterer, James Duffas from Forres, to be ‘emploved
thete during 1825, the censtruction of the wings
profonged the rebuilding to July 1830, when it was
completed at a cost of £4124.% The external appearance
of the house, as shown in two anonymous pencil
drawings dated 1Bgo,® survives unchanged, sithough
minor alterations were made 1o the interier, especialbv 1o
the wings, towards the end of the 19th century. The
house remains the praperty of the family for whom it
was built.?

095638 NM of 5E June 1973

(1)

HNM 96 SE 083;

* Origines Pavockioler, i, part i, 186, )

3 Naclesn of Ardgour Papers, Ardgour House, estimote by
John Thomson, z3 Junc 1761, .

1 Ibid.. conwraet dated 1o June 1965 Meneluws described
hirnsell as ‘mason in Greenock' when he contracied 1o build
Balliveolan. Lom, in 1768 (Tnventory of Argvll, i, Neo. 1121
He may have been previously emploved or resident et Kil-
micheel, now known a1 Knackdaw, in Cowal.

* MacLenn of Ardgour Papers, letters and accounts dated
7 Aupust, 9 October, g November, 31 Lecember 17035, 1)
Maech 1766, .

+ bid., letters dated 3 September 1823, 36 January. & Deetm-
ber 1826 'Account of Ardgour House 1825° (covers penied
1825-30).

* Origi;ﬂl in Sandeman Library, Perth, 'Sketchea, vel. i'
copies in NMRS. L

: Cf. Burke's Londed Gentry [18th ed., 1ofis=72). iii, shg-0




