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Int.
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(i)

An Orkney-Cromarty type round cairn, virtually

intact, with a particularly [fine cnamber with its original

roofing. '
Zxcavations by Anderson and ohearer 1n

It is about 60 ft in dismeter and 12 't high.

1865 produced flint

- bl 1 g .
implements and an iron unife-blade, now in the KMaS tn§c
Gos: BEO 97-123) and pobtery now lost. Further excavation,

! ’ . . . Y reoa - -
aimed at consolidation, was carried out by #itchie 1in

1967

chamber.

CAMSTER, ROUND
(0. =C., Camuer-type, rowrd}
In the parish of

WICK

Locainon 8w sw af

WICK

Vap reference

~nf2bhog g0

Sheet XX1X MW, ND 24 §E
Inventary mumber 564
References

AM.A.S.L. 1T (1RO5-00)
245-49 %5

Ai‘l)z?tSDN, 7.(1886)
249-53 73 R.C. AL M. farm,
183-84; P.5.A.5.vI(1864-60)
446-51 ; thid. v 11 (1866-08)
263; PIGGOTT (1054) 239 *
Plan after ANDERSON ? and
PIGGOTT ¢
(fig. 39; pl. 108)
Excavation ANDERSON and
SHEARER, 1805 %7

Fivred 10.7.55

so that the public could have access %0 the
A tiny bealer tragment was found. Half the
blocking in frunt of the entrance was removed. (2), (3), (B,

(7) & (8)

Description. The cairn is set on a slight knoll in flat mooriand at 350ft. oD,
only about 200vd. $SE of the long cairn of Camster. It is in much the same
state a5 when it was excavated except that the passage is blocked. The
chamber is mainly clear and its high vault is complete except for a gap besidc
the eapstone thraugh which it can be entered. The cairn is remarkable in
that it is virtally intact and has a particularly fine chamber which can be
scen with ifs original roofing.*

The diameter of the cairn is ahout Goft, and the height 12ft. Anderson
cleared a few feet of the wall-face, on either side of the entrance, which
presumably encircles the whole eairn. It can no longer be secn. The entrance
is from the E5F, with the outermost linte] at a higher level. The passage is
abont zoft. long, increasing from zft. 6in. high by 2ft. wide at the outer
end to 3ft. 6in. high by 2ft. 6in. widc at the inner end. Four pairs of upright
slabs are built inta the walls of dry masonry and help to support the roof.
When excavated the passage was found to have been ¢completely blacked
with stones to the roof for its entire length.

The chamber 3s in two main parts. I 'he outer compartment or antechamber
is entered berween portal slabs 1ft. sin. apart. Tt is roofed by two lintels
at a height of 3ft. to 3ft. 6in. and is only about 4ft. wide by 3ft. 7in. long,
with walls of good vertical masonry. The inner compartment is entered
between another pair of portal slabs 1ft. 6in. apart but 71t high, which form
its £ wall, They are sct obliquely to the side walls, and their upper edges are
slanting to bear the aversailing masonry which rests on them. The space be-
tween them above the Jintel of the antechamber is filled with dry walling.
"The maximum width of the compartment is about 6ft. 6in. and the maxinmum
length about 7ft. 6in. Tt is subdivided by a pair of transverse slabs 4ft. high
and aft, apart which do not reach the 100f. The lower part of the back wail
is furmed by a large slab. At ground level the walls of geod quality dry
masonry are set back between the portal and divisional stenes of the inner
compartment, but a few fect above the dry masenry rakes on an oval plan,
and the courses begin to oversail at 7{t. above the floor. The reduced span
left in the ranf at 10ft. abave ground level is closed by a capstone.

On the floor was a compacted laver of black earth, ashes and burnt bones,
from g to 1210, thick. Fewer bones were tn the black layer on the flonr, most
of the bones being abave this. “There was a Jarge quantity of ashesand charcnal
seattered over the central compartment, and specially in the centre of the
chamber and between the projecting divisional stones at the back” ?

Finds

Artifacts. In ¥.M. 4., except the pottery which is lost (1] p. 254).

1. Pottery, in the floor. “The broken fragments of {four or five urns . ..
some of them of decidedly well made pottery. . . . These fragments are
farger than any found in the floors of the other cairns. One of these vessels of
well-burnt clay, blackencd on both sides, must have been twelve inches
across the mouth. The pieces marked nos. 1 and 2 join together, and form
a large secgment of the rim. They were found threc or four inches under the
surface of the floor, close together, but while the hp of the one was upper-
most, in the other case it was down. The clay of these is also plentifully
mixed with mica. On no. 8, the ashes still adhere to the inner side, while
the outer side is clean and unblackened. Fragments, nos. 13, 4, 5 and 06,
belong to the same vessel, and partly piece together, It has been of very
handsome make, and is the thinnest pottery T have seen from these cairns.
Holes, about the diameter of an ordinary goose-quill, have been bored in N
at intervals, immediately under the lip. No. 7 (of the fragments) exhibits an
ornamentation umque as regards the pottery of these cairns. The ourside s
roughened all aver by the impression of the point and nail of a small finger,
obliquely thrust into the clay.’ ! ‘Some were ornamented with incised lines”.”
‘Some had thickened, and others had everted, lips.” 2

2. Knife of dark grev speekled flint, with fine pressure fiaking, one cdge
ground, hroken at cach end (E0 g7}

3. Transverse arrowhead of grey speckled flint {E0 101).

4. Seraper of grey flint (£0 o8).

5. Long triangular point of grev-buff fling steep retouching down cach
side (€0 102).

6. Flake of brown flint, retouching on one edge (20 110).

HND 24 SE o002,}

(5),

(2)



7. Rectangular blades of zrey and brown flint, retouched down each long
side (E0 103-4).

5. Flint flakes with sme or two edees rerouched (£o 99. 100, 108-H, 111,
114, 118, 11g). )

9. Broken end of a worked flake of brown flint (£ 107).

10. Small utilised flint flakes {ro 108-g}.

11, Flint and chert flakes (£o T12-3, 115-7, 120-22).

12. Iron knife-blade (E0 123).

1,2 in the earth and ash laver; 12 lav on this laver.

1, 6, some of 8, 10, 11, 12 not illustrated.

Skeletal. Lost. On the earth and ash layer, were unburnt human bones,
more than in the layer below.? In the burnt layer were ‘a considerable
number of fragments of human bones, mostly imperfectly burnt, but in some
cases completely calcined”,? the remains of at least three or four skeletons.
In the passage blocking ‘two skeletons were found about half way between
the chamber and the outer end of the passage. Of the skelerons only the upper
exteemities remained; and the skulls and arm hones were not on the floor
but among the stones above it. The suggestion of the circumstances was that
the bodics had been placed there i a sitting position, and rhe stones that
hiocked wp the passage packed in about theta” ”

Innnai remame. 1ost Relalveiv fow anima; hones

v uardianship of the Mirustry of Works.

"Recentiy the sie has come under (h g
vty nending cousolidation; when this has

The chamber has Leen cinsed in fos
fieen eomipieted the chamher will be open o the pabiic

Camster, Round
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The chamber and passage are now apen to the public after cnnsoiidationlby

the Ministry of Public Building and Works. The published plan of the cairn (6)
was found to need madification, for at the entrance the kerb was flattencd,

and in front of this stones had been piled as a blocking. Tt can now be seen

that the passage 1s not straight but bends sl:gl}tly to thcl NT. near the entrance.

The twa outer pairs of orthostats are not quite opposite cach other, and the

wall-face edging the cairn runs from the outermost orthostats {not exposed

CAT 13
CAMSTER ROUND
Reference D. and E., 1967, 56

on the § side ).

CAMSTER ROUND CAIRN, CAITHNESS

ND 260440. Consolidation of the structure has been carried
out so that the public may have access (o the chamber. Examination (1)
of the floors of both chamber and passage showed them to have
been well scraped during the earlier cxcavation. A tiny fragment of
beaker was found in the chamber. The published plan of the site
requires some modification. At the entrance the cairn is finished
with a flat facade in front of which was placed a pile of stones to
act as blocking. One half of this blocking has been removed. No
small finds were recovered from it or from the underlying surface.
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(ii) HND 24 SE o002 A

564, Chambered Credrn.—This eaivn, which is sttunted ahout
200 yards to the SSE. of the horned long cairn (No, 0635}, stands
on a small eminence. 1t js cirenlar, with o diwmeler of ahout
66°, and rises to a height of 120 Tt also was excavated by Dr
Joseph Anderson, and from his deseription of 1t the folluwing details
are taken .-

The entrance pussage to the ehamber from the Y1, wus over
20" in length, closely roofed with eoormous lags, amd packed
full of stones from end to end. AL the exterior opening it
was only 2} high by 2" wido, incrensiige in Leight and width
inwards, until at the entrance to the first compartiment of
the chamber it was aliont 34 high and 23 wide. Ty way
buttressed at interyals un both sides by stones standing edge-
vise in its walls, which hetped to support the massive rocting
slabe, as well as to strenythen the dry-built wulling, ) he
chamber, which was found to be tripartite, consisted in reality
ol two chambers wnder separate roofs, the larger of which
way subdivided by low division siones.  The Hig cempart-
ment formed a sort of anto-chamber Lo the bee-hive shaped
chamber beyond, and was roofed with two large slabs. The
stdo walls werg compactly built, and measured 3° 7° and 3° 107
i length respectively, and 33 in height. The entrance from
this compartiment to tho vaulted chamler beyond was only
1737 wide and &' high. The divisional stones which tlanked
1t, built into the walls, wero 7 high, and set at & considerablo
angle to the side walls in erder to fall iy with the uvval form
of the cell-like inner charber, The divisional stones of this
tner chamber cecurred at 4 10" and 57 from the entrance
Lo at, rase to a height of 1" wbove the floor, and were ¥ apart,
The compartument in roar of them measured 3'x4° 2" The
greatest height o the roof wag W0, the walls bulging ont
slightly in the middle and centrachng upwirds from a height
of 7" above the floor.  Aceesy was gained (o the ehambor
through an existing hole in the roof formed by the removal
ol one of the covering slabs,

On excavation there were found crubedded in the layer of
burnt bones and ashes which formed the flosr of the chambor
to a depth of 97 to 127 besides human and animal remains,
many fragmoents of pottery—chietly portions of round-bottomed
vessels, of a very thin, hard baked Paste—and a amall fincly
formed flint knife.  There were also found on the surface of
tha fluov an iron stugle-edoed knife or dagreer Dlade about 47
in length, and o nomber of Bones, Loth human aned animal,
and in the Passinge Lwo hwman skalls these, Lowever, nat
necessarily conneeled with the original use of the structuroe.

The passuge is now entively blocked up. The elnber i intact
exeopt for the aperture in (he K91 side of the roof Lhrough which
the interior is visible: the Beizht of the toof iy 8 above the present
loor level The walls o culively Duily except for onn laree glab
veeupying the centre o the baclk wall,

This 15 the fuest exampls of an exenvated chambered cairn in
the county, if not in Seotand, The interior is Jractically free
from dobris, and, exeepl for Lhe opeiting in the roof, its walls wre
mtact,

The flint knife and fravments of pottery Tound on excavation are
preserved in the National Museum of Antigquities, Edinburgh.

Seo e, Anthrop, S, Lowd 11 1. 2145 Avdevso, Zhe Browze vyl
N cges, p. 249 (pPlan and illns); dntieeries, vicopo 440 (illus.,
planand ser) s dbid, ix. p- 216,

OS AL Carrmn, vy

o

Visited, Tith July 1910,

(6}



[l
i 2

f111)
Camster Round is almost intact and stands some 12 m
high and 18 m in diameter. though some collapse
round the sides has buried its original drystone kerb, A
passage leads to the central chamber which still has its
original corbelled roof, a rare survival. The walls are of
drystone masonry and large vertical slabs divide the
chamber into three parts. The caim was excavated in
the 19th century when burnt bones, pottery and flint
tools were found in the chamber and the remains of
several skeletons in the chaimmber and passage.

HND 24 SE 0024
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