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Non-Technical Summary 
 
The author was commissioned by Inverness Field Archery Club in November 2011 to 
undertake an archaeological desktop and walkover survey for a proposed 
development at Land 280m of New House, Belivat, Achagour, Ardclach, (NH 
9384/4669) and to assess an area to the SW (centred NH 9367/4661) which the club 
hope to use at a later date. Highland Council Historic Environment Team produced a 
specification for this work. 
 
The walkover survey was conducted on 3 December 2011 and revealed no 
archaeological features to the area of ground under the current application, though 
there is recorded archaeology closeby in the form of a hut-circle, the area has and is 
in use currently by the Farm of Achagour but most of the ground is a birch woodland 
with little or no open ground or evidence for archaeological activity. 
 
No recommendations for further work have been proposed. 
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Figure 1 – General Site Location 1:25000. 
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence no. 100041016. 
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Figure 2 – Site Plans  
© Inverness Field Archery Club 
 
Area Red – Existing Application. 
Hatched – Area for Future use. 
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Figure 3 – Ordnance Survey Map of 1977. 1:10.000 
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence no. 100041016. 
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 1. INTRODUCTION 
An archaeological desktop and walkover survey was carried out by the author on 
behalf of Inverness Field Archery Club in regard of a condition of planning as 
required as part of a planning application for an archery course, clubhouse and 
storage shed. The development site is a ‘greenfield’ site located to the NE of 
Achagour Farm, Ardclach, Highland. The work was conducted as part of planning ref. 
11/003610/FUL of Highland Council Planning Department. 
 
The work was required as part of planning condition no.5 by Highland Council 
Planning Department (ref. 11/03610/FUL), which stated the following: 
 
No development shall commence on site prior to,  a programme of archaeological work for the 
evaluation, preservation and recording of any archaeological and historic features affected by 
the proposed development, including a timetable for investigation, all in accordance with the 
attached specification, being submitted to and agreed in writing by the Planning Authority. 
The agreed proposals shall be implemented in accordance with the agreed timetable for 
investigation. 
 
Reason: In order to preserve the archaeological and historical interest of the site. 
 
A specification for the work was supplied to the client by the Highland Council 
Historic Environment Team (see Appendix 1). 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND  
The site is located northwest of a private road to Achagour Farm which lies to the SW 
of the public road from Redburn to Ardclach. Access to the site is gained from an 
existing access point to the existing gravel pit to the SE corner of the development 
area. The development site is a ‘greenfield’ site within an area of ground comprised 
mostly of birch woodland, some gorse and some rough grazing. 
 
No archaeological work has been conducted previously to the development site or in 
the immediate area except work by Ordnance Survey. 
  
A survey of maps held in the National Library of Scotland, indicates that the 
development site is indicated on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1874 as an 
area of open moorland with an unroofed building to the N of Achagour Farm. Not 
shown on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1906, though an old gravel pit is 
marked (modern house now on site of). Later OS map from 1977 (see figure 3) 
shows rough ground and trees with sand & gravel pit to SE corner. Early historical 
maps do not provide enough detail for the development area. 
 
 
3. METHODOLOGY 
The archaeological walkover survey was conducted on areas where the club-house 
was to be located, location of storage shed, targets and access road. Work was also 
conducted to the wider area (see figure 2) as this may be used for a future 
application. 
 
Walkover was conducted on the 3rd of December 2011 in fair weather.  
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4. RESULTS 
The following archaeological sites are located to the vicinity of the development site: 
 
1 – Achagour 
HER: MHG 24798 
NMRS: N/a 
NGR: NH 938/468 
Site type: Hut Circle 
 
Recorded in HER of: ‘No information’. Possibly visible to the N of G/R on aerial photograph of 
1946 (5032) though not very clear. 
 
Walkover reveals only a natural mound with bank to E side at this location covered in birch 
trees (see plate 5), very unlikely as hut-circle; a walkover to the N reveals boggy wet ground 
and peat with no indication of hut-circle. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
2 – Aghagour 
HER: MHG 33803 & 26533 
NMRS: NH94NW 12 
NGR: NH 93489/46426 
Site type: Building, Farmstead 
 
Recorded in HER of: ‘1st ed OS shows unroofed linear building to N of the farm (most 
northerly of 2) at junction of footpaths. Now gone - HAW 9/2004’. 
 
Recorded in HER and NMRS of: ‘NH 9353/4632. A farmstead comprising two unroofed 
buildings, one of which is a long building, four roofed buildings, two of which are arranged 
around a courtyard and three enclosures is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Nairnshire 1871-3-4, sheet viii). Three unroofed, four roofed buildings and an enclosure are 
shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1977). Information from RCAHMS 6 
August 1996’. 
 
Not shown on 2nd edition OS or visible on aerial photographs of 1946. Walkover reveals no 
trace of building only birch woods. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
The walkover survey revealed that the gravel pit is still in use, as a borrow pit by 
Achagour Farm, and that access to the site of the club-house (which is actually to be 
a wooden garage) and storage shed is already existing (though site of shed looks to 
have been excavated recently) as area was used recently for feeding pheasants and 
that area of woods was formerly used for quad-bikes. The woodland is comprised of 
varying aged birch trees (though mostly mature) on ground of varying rising and 
falling esker ridges probably of sand and gravel with areas of gorse and some 
recently planted oak trees. Clearways consist of rough grass and some bracken. 
Open ground to N (see plate 6) of wet boggy ground with ground cover of heather 
and moss with occasional slight ridges with birch trees, no evidence of any 
archaeology. 
 
The former use of the woods for quad-bikes has also seen the creation of a number 
of clearance ways through the woods, which the Archery Club will use as target runs 
(Due to the Archery Club’s lease agreements no mature trees are allowed to be 
felled and no new pathways are allowed to be created – Pers Comm G Parks) 
targets are free standing and no fixed construction is to be made. Also for Health & 
Safety the Archery targets are to be situated 200m from any boundary. 
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5. DISCUSSION 
The archaeological survey conducted on this site revealed an area of ground of birch 
woodland on a series of esker ridges with no indication of archaeological activity, with 
the one recorded site looking like a natural knoll, with only the gravel pit (which is still 
in use) which may be less than 50-100 years old. 
 
 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
No recommendations for this development are to be made, as the access is existing 
and the club-house and storage shed are of wooden construction and will not require 
foundations and are to have no services. No further work is recommended if any 
future application is made to the land to W as targets and access will not require 
excavation works. 
 
 
7. REFERENCES 
 
Highland Council HER entries MHG 24798, 26533 & 33803.  
National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE entries NH94NW. 
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9. ARCHIVE 
 
The following is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh: 
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10. DISCOVERY & EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND 
 
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for 
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. OASIS 
report no. 115255. 
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Plate 1 – View of car parking area facing W. 
 

 
 

Plate 2 – View of site of clubhouse and storage shed facing NW. 
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Plate 3 – View of typical clearance way through woods. 
 

 
 

Plate 4 – View of woods from NW facing SE. 
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Plate 5 – View of Supposed Hut Circle facing W – Scale 2m. 
 

 
 
Plate 6 – View of open ground to N facing W. 
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Appendix 1 – HCHET Specification 
 

 
 



 

 13

 



 

 14

 
 

------------------------------------------ 
 
Appendix 2 – Photograph Register 
 
1 – View of car parking area facing W. 

2 – View of site of club-house (garage) facing NW. 

3 – View of woods showing typical age of birch trees. 

4 – View of typical clearway in woods. 

5 – View of typical clearway in woods. 

6 – View of typical clearway in woods. 

7 – View of typical clearway in woods. 

8 – View of woods from NW facing SE. 

9 – View of supposed hut-circle facing W – scale 2m. 

10 – View of open ground to N facing W. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
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