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Introduction

The author was asked by Scottish and Southern energy to carry out an archaeological evaluation of sections of the Drumrunie 11kV overhead line where refurbishment work is to take place. The object of the evaluation was to identify archaeological features or areas of potential archaeological interest located either under or adjacent to the overhead line, or on the line of routes of access to the line, which might be adversely affected by the present proposed refurbishment work. This work includes some excavation to replace poles and staywires, but in this case no undergrounding of sections of the power line. As no archaeological work was carried out before the original erection of the power lines, it is possible that poles have been erected directly onto archaeological features.

Given the constraints of time, this evaluation does not cover the entire length of the power line, and should subsequent refurbishment work take place in the future, it should be assumed that a further archaeological evaluation will be necessary.

Method

An archaeological desk-based assessment was carried out, using the Highland Council’s Sites and Monuments Record, held by the Archaeology Unit within Highland Council in Inverness, and 1st and 2nd edition ordnance Survey maps, also held by the Archaeology Unit. This assessment identified all previously recorded archaeological sites in the vicinity of the power line route, and noted all the areas where it was likely that unrecorded features would be located. As a result of the desk-based assessment, two areas were selected for more detailed examination as most likely to contain unrecorded archaeological features. These areas also contained recorded prehistoric sites, and it was felt that these should be examined to ensure that they would not be affected by the refurbishment work. These areas were:

     Stronechrubie, Poles 221-231

     Inchnadamph,  Poles 267-285 and Glenbain extension, Poles 1-16

The entire route of the power line from Altnagealgach on Loch Borralan to Inchnadamph and west of Ledmore Junction was rapidly examined from the road. The walk-over survey of the two sections mentioned above was carried out on 7.8.02 in dry, clear weather conditions.

Stronechrubie, Poles 221-231

This is an area of extensive old arable land and improved fields. A burnt mound at NC 2492 1870 is located beside a small stream running into the River Loanan, 30m west of pole no. 226. Access to this pole will be from the east or along the line of poles, running NNW-SSE so the burnt mound should be unaffected. 

Poles 221-231 are all located within improved fields and no archaeological features wee located along this section.

Inchnadamph, Poles 267-285

This is also an area of extensive old arable land and improved fields, some of it presumably the glebelands attached to the manse, now an outward bound centre. The power line passes east of the hotel and manse across improved fields, then NW over rough grazing around the north of Cnoc Dubh Dothaig to the old School, now a private dwelling, thus avoiding the church and the enclosure, possibly a henge, SW of the church. No archaeological features were noted along this section of the line.

Glenbain Extension, Poles 1-16

East of Inchnadamph and north of the River Traligill are the remains of abandoned farmsteads in the form of the footings of buildings, turf dykes and rubble-walled enclosures. There is also a Neolithic chambered cairn, Scheduled Ancient Monument, at NC 2612 2178. The terrain here, while descending SW to the river, is marked by a number of limestone outcrops forming ridges trending NW-SE. It is in the sheltered valleys between these outcrops that the early settlement features are to be found, while the Neolithic cairn is located on a high point of the southernmost outcrop. (See photograph) The power line runs between this ridge and the river, where the ground falls steeply and no settlement features were located. Given the nature of the terrain between the power line and the track, access to the poles where refurbishment work is to take place will have to avoid the limestone ridges and therefore will avoid the features associated with the farmsteads.

Conclusion

The conclusion of this rapid evaluation is that no known archaeological features or areas of potential archaeological interest will be affected by the present phase of refurbishment work, and it is highly unlikely that unrecorded features lie along any of the sections not examined in detail during this evaluation. These sections consist of steep hill slope or peat bog.

The Photograph (front cover)

 Glenbain Extension:View from WNW of Chambered Cairn on the ridge to mid-left. In the foreground is a typical sheltered valley, marked by thick bracken growth, where settlement features are to be found. To the right of the ridge is the power line to Glenbain, terminating at the white cottage.
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