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Introduction

In January 2001, the author was asked by Delta North to carry out an initial desk-based assessment of the North Coast Water Scheme. This scheme consists of a new water main between Hoy in Caithness and Tongue in Sutherland. Between January and August 2001, as the route of the water main was revised and refined, further desk-based assessments were carried out to cover new sections. The object of the assessment was to identify known archaeological features in the vicinity of the route and locate areas of potential archaeological interest. No walk-over survey was carried out at this stage.

This walk-over survey covers the section of the project between Tongue Water Treatment Works and the proposed site of Lochan Leacach Service Reservoir, and is intended to locate archaeological features not previously recorded but visible on the ground within or adjacent to the wayleave of the proposed pipeline route, and to assess the potential impact of the project on these and the previously recorded archaeological features. Where it is considered that the project may have a negative impact on the archaeology, mitigating measures will b recommended to reduce this impact.

The walk-over survey was carried out on 23.4.02, in fine weather conditions.

The Route

The proposed route runs alongside the A836 for almost its entire length , deviating only at Loch Buidhe and other road bends to create a more direct line, and at Allt Loch Tuirslighe where it runs parallel to but approximately 50m north of the road. No major revisions have ben made to the proposed route since the completion of the archaeological desk-based assessment.

Sites Recorded during the Desk-Based assessment

The following sites, recorded during the desk-based assessment, were visited during the walk-over survey, with the exception of sites lying more than 50m from the proposed route which were considered highly unlikely to be affected by the present scheme. To avoid confusion, all sites, whether or not visited, are listed below:.

Site T1.  Rhitongue, Buildings at NC 6035 5952 The nearest ruinous building, as recorded on the 1st edition OS map, lies 100m from the road and was not visited. At this point the proposed pipeline route runs along the road verge.

Site T2 Strath Tongue, Well at NC 6201 5939. This feature, recorded on the 1st edition OS map, is no longer visible and was probably removed entirely during modern road widening.

Site T3, Strath Tongue, Sluice at NC 6225 5947 This feature is marked on the 1st edition OS map. An artificial straightening of the channel forming the outflow of Lochan Dubh is visible (Photo no. 4) although much obscured by gorse, and no sluice mechanism can be seen. At this point the proposed pipeline route passes between the lochan and the road, the gap being only 6-7m wide, so it is likely that the remains of this feature will be removed. This should not require any recording or mitigating measures.

The slight line of an old road or cart track also runs between the north shore of the lochan and the present road but will not be affected.

Site T4, Loch Crocach, Hut Circles at NC 6368 5929, SMR no. NC65NW0012, and at NC 6382 5932, SMR no. NC65NW0011 These two hut circles lie 80m and 100m from the proposed pipeline route and will not be affected. No associated features were noted along the pipeline route. Further hut circles and a burnt mound are located 130m north on the other side of the road.

Site T5, Loch Crocach, Dyke at NC 6425 5955 This feature was noted on the aerial photographs, but was not visible on the ground. The road has been considerably widened since the taking of the photographs in 1946.

Site T6, Loch Crocach, possible circular feature at NC 6441 5937 This possible feature was also noted on the 1946 aeral photographs, but was not visible on the ground. It may have been a borrow pit now removed by road widening.

Site T7, Allt Loch Tuirslighe: 1. Stone Rows at NC 6613 5847, SMR no. NC65NE0007 This site consists of 2-3 rows converging on a heather-covered cairn at NC 6614 5874 Photograph no. 8 shows the cairn just right of the centre; the rows run down the slope to the left. 12 stones are visible, standing no more than 0.3m high (Photo no. 7) The nearest stone to the proposed pipeline route is at NC 6612 5872, less than 10m from the 20m wayleave. Further stones now obscured by the vegetation may lie even closer.

                                                           2. Hut Circle and clearance cairns at NC 6630 5869, SMR no. NC65NE0006 and 3. Hut Circle at NC 6653 5871, SMR no. NC65NE0002  Between the slope on which the stone rows are located and the road is a slight ridge offering a narrow strip of better drained ground. At least three hut circles are located on this ridge, a third being at NC 6619 5871. No definite field clearance cairns were noted on this ridge, but a number of cairns of varying sizes are scattered on the south-facing hill slope north of the present power lines 

Along this section where the proposed route leaves the road side, the only route which will avoid damage to archaeological features will be the low ground between the main slope and the slight ridge. All the archaeological features will need to be clearly marked before work commences, the wayleave should be kept as narrow as practically possible. It is recommended that the route be adjusted to run as far south of the stone rows as possible, then dog-leg north to avoid the newly located hut circle, which at present lies directly on the proposed route. Further monitoring may also be considered necessary.

Site T8, Borgie Bridge, Building at NC6672 5872 This building was noted on the 1st edition OS map and was included as a possible ruin. It is in fact an inhabited house, and no archaeology will be affected.

Site T9, Borgie Bridge, Parliamentary Bridge at NC 6685 5875 The proposed pipeline route makes use of the modern road bridge to cross the River Borgie and is unlikely to affect this structure

Site T10, Borgie Bridge, Homestead at NC 6711 5872, SMR no. NC65NE0001, Scheduled Ancient Monument The homestead is located on high ground south of the road, where the proposed pipeline route passes through the field north of the road. It does not enter the Scheduled area and will not affect this monument.

Site T11, Borgidhweag, Township at NC 6740, 5870 The existence of pre-Clearance settlement structures was predicted from examination of estate maps dating to the early 19th century. A group of structures and are of old cultivation are located in one of the areas recorded as settled on these maps, visible as low stone footings (Photo no. 9) :

1. Longhouse, aligned E-W and measuring 3m by 17m at NC 6713 5880

2. Immediately north of  and parallel to 1. is a similar but shorter structure

3. South of 1. and 2. is a small structure, aligned N-S and measuring 3m by 6m, with a possible extension to the south

4. West of the SW corner of 3. is a circular depression or pit measuring 1m in diameter. This lies on the southern edge of the area of former cultivation

5. NW of this group, overlooking the river, is at least one other structure.

The present proposed pipeline route passes very close to structures 3. and 4., but there is a corridor of at least 20m between the township features and the fence below the road. It is recommended that the route be adjusted slightly to run as close to the fence as possible, and that these features be marked before work commences to avoid accidental damage.

The following archaeological features were located during the walk-over survey:

Site T12, Coldbackie, Crofting Township features:

1. Turf and rubble dyke at NC 6093 6006. This dyke runs along the bank to the west of the small stream forming the western boundary of Coldbackie township, and would appear too pre-date the laying out of the crofting strips.(Photo no. 1)

As a linear feature, only a section will be damaged during the laying of the pipeline. It is recommended that this damage be kept to a minimum by possibly reducing the width of the wayleave to be topsoil stripped at this point, and avoiding placing excavated material on the feature.

2. Track and remains of rubble dyke at NC 6043 6002  The field access track runs obliquely down the bank from the road. The rubble dyke, one of the original croft boundaries, is in a poor condition. Both features wil be slightly damaged, but no mitigating measures are considered necessary.

3. Sheep fank, tracks, dyke at NC 6049 6001. The modern sheep fank is at the roadside, and its construction probably necessitated the removal of a section of the original rubble dyke which now begins north of the fank. A track runs alongside to the east of the dyke, and another track drops SE towards the river. All of these features will probably be slightly damaged, but no mitigating measures are considered necessary.

T13. Strath Tongue, Dyke from NC 6054 5989 to NC 6093 5947  This dyke runs up the hill slope from the river to the road, runs alongside the road, acting in sections as a retaining wall, then turns north alongside a track. The same style of dyke also forms the driveway to the church and manse. This style is distinctive, being drystone with turf copes, but with large regularly sized stones set at intervals as copestones into which metal fenceposts have been set. Some sections are in poor condition. This style of dyke/fence probably dates to the late 19th century.

Along this section, the pipeline route appears to run immediately alongside the road and it is not clear whether it is in the road or the ground on the other side of the dyke. It is hoped that large sections of this dyke can be left intact, and damaged sections can be reinstated in the original style.

T14, Strath Tongue, turf dyke at NC 6087 5951 This turf dyke is visible running NE-SW in the woodland north of the road, and probably is the dyke marked on the present map which turns NW to run towards the church. A section of this feature will be destroyed, but enough will remain intact for no mitigating measures to be considered necessary.

T15, Strath Tongue, section of old road at NC 6113 5934 A well-preserved, grassed-over section of old road follows the drystone dyke round the bend above the modern road (Photo no. 2) At this point, the proposed pipeline route cuts north through the fields and will not affect this feature.

T16, Strath Tongue, dykes, enclosure at NC 6119 5940 Rubble dykes form a rectangular enclosure measuring 25m by 10m, in the corner formed by the dyke running alongside the old road and another dyke running NW (Photo no. 3). The proposed pipeline route appears to cut across the corner of this enclosure, but it is hoped that it will pass slightly to the north and only require damage to the NW running dyke

T17, Loch Dubh Beul na Faire, Upright Stone at NC 6458 5923 This stone is located very close to the modern road, in what appears to be disturbed ground and rubble left from the road widening. It does not appear to be of any antiquity, and mo mitigating measures to protect it are considered necessary. (Photo no. 5)

T18, Meall Tuirslighe, Bank at NC 6518 5889 This low, broad bank runs just to the west of the modern fence and is probably the boundary dyke indicated on the present OS Pathfinder map, running from the road to Loch Skerray and indicating an early township boundary (Photo no. 6). As a linear feature, only a small section will be damaged by the present project, and no mitigation is considered necessary.

T19, Borgidhweag, Turf Dyke at NC 6119 5940 This dyke is visible running up the west bank of the small stream south of the road. A small section of this will be damaged, but no mitigating measures are considered necessary.

Tongue to Lochan Leacach  Section: Conclusion and Recommendations

The recommendations made in this report only apply to the pipeline route as surveyed, and any major changes in the route would require further archaeological evaluation.

Recommendations for minor alterations to the proposed route to protect archaeological features are made for the following sites:

T7 (1), Allt Loch Tuirslighe, Stone Rows: revision of route south to avoid possible undetected extension of this feature and avoid accidental damage

T7 (2/3), Allt Loch Tuirslighe, Hut Circles: revision of route north to avoid newly-located hut circle no.3

T11, Borgidhweag, Township: revision of route south to avoid outlying features of the pre-Clearance settlement

Recommendations for the protection of the archaeology from accidental damage by marking features prior to work commencing are made for the following site:

T7  Allt Loch Tuirslighe, Stone Rows and Hut Circles

T11, Borgidhweag, Pre-Clearance settlement, outlying features

Recommendations for the reinstatement of features after work is completed are made for the following feature:

T13, Strath Tongue, Dyke
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Tongue to Lochan Leacach: Photographs

1. Site T12 (1), Coldbackie: Turf and Stone Dyke, view north from the road

2. Site T15, Strath Tongue, Section of old road. View from NE. The pipeline route passes in the field at the top of the bank at the right of the picture

3. Site T16, Strath Tongue: Dykes, Enclosure. The pipeline route crosses from near left to far right, possibly cutting through the junction of the two dykes, centre right.

4. Site T3, Strath Tongue, Sluice. Visible section of straightened channel of the outflow from the lochan. View from the west.

5. Site T17, Loch Dubh Beul na Faire, Upright Stone. The road is visible in the top right corner.

6. Site T18, Meall Tuirslighe, Bank. View from the road.

7. Site T7 (1), Allt Loch Tuirslighe: Stone Rows. The heather-covered cairn is visible just below the top centre of the picture

8. Site T7 (1), Allt Loch Tuirslighe: Stone Rows. The cairn is visible to the left of the nearest pole; the rows run down behind the slope to the left

9. Site T11, Borgidhweag, Pre-Clearance Township. Stone footings of two E-W aligned buildings, centre, and N-S aligned building, to right. View from the SW.
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