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1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1 This report describes the results of a programme of archaeological recording undertaken during May 2002 by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA).  The work was conducted in advance of improvements to the A832 road along a c. 5.5 km stretch between Achnasheen and Lubmore, Ross and Cromarty (NGR: NH 101 585 – 158 583).  This work follows on from earlier desk-based assessment and walk-over survey undertaken in 2001 (Dunwell 2001), and was commissioned by The Highland Council Roads, Community & Protective Services.  A Brief for the study was produced by the Archaeology Unit of The Highland Council Planning and Development Service (Appendix 4).  CFA produced a Summary Methods Statement to outline the work proposed to fulfil the requirements of the Brief.  

1.2
Most of the archaeological sites and monuments identified within the road corridor by the earlier study (Dunwell 2001) can be related to one of three principal factors influencing the historic development of the landscape.  

· Agricultural settlement and land use.

· The construction of the military road, and its subsequent upgrading and realignment to form the modern road.

· The development of the Lochrosque lodges and the use of the estate for planting.

1.3 The Highland Council Archaeology Unit recommended that archaeological recording be undertaken in advance of development of twelve sites and monuments identified by the previous study that would be damaged or destroyed by road construction.  These features lie towards the eastern end of the proposed development corridor, close to Lochrosque Old Lodge and within 2 miles of Achnasheen.  The development corridor was identified on 1:1000 scale base maps supplied to CFA by The Highland Council (Ref: RS6111/1-5).  Recorded monuments and excavation trench locations are shown in detail on Maps 1-5.  

1.4
The objectives of this study were:

· To record archaeological features identified during previous archaeological survey of the road line.  

· To ensure that the needs for archaeological recording are met without causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development project.  

1.5 Ten of the sites and monuments that are described in this report lie along the northern shore of Loch a Chroisg, on the north side of the current road.  The land here is generally of unimproved hummocky slopes, intersected by many small streams.  The many stumps of trees in this section attest to the former presence of a conifer plantation, and at least one of the sites relates directly to this land use.  One monument lay within improved land to the east of Lochrosque Old Lodge.  The location of the final site remains unclear: its former existence was recorded during construction of the current road, to the south of Lochrosque Old Lodge. 


2.
METHODS STATEMENT

2.1 
A standard for this type of project has been established in previous comparable projects undertaken by CFA.  Survey, excavation and recording were conducted according to established CFA methods.  All work was conducted in accordance with the Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct and relevant Standard and Guidance documents.  

Site No
Site type
Recording methods





14
Field wall
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

15
Plantation boundary
Photograph, EDM survey, plan

16B
Field banks
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

16C&D
Hollows
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

16E
Bank
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

17
Estate wall
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample elevation

18
Wall
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

19
Clearance cairns
Excavation

20
Rectilinear structure
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample T-shaped trench

21
Stone cairn
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

22
Field bank
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

23
Field bank
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

26
Iron workings (poss)
Trial trenching 

29
Field bank
Photograph, EDM survey, plan, sample trench

Table 1 – Summary of recording work proposed to The Highland Council

2.2
Table 1 provides a summary of the work proposed by CFA in its Summary Methods Statement produced to meet the requirements of the Brief produced by the Archaeology Unit of The Highland Council.  The recording was to be completed using a variety of methods – photographic survey, instrument survey, drawing and sample excavations.  

2.3 
All excavation proceeded by hand, in the form of slot trenches across features and continued until sterile subsoil or bedrock was reached.  Trenches were excavated in order to cut a section across linear monuments, or to expose a larger proportion of other monuments.  The exact excavation strategy varied as working conditions and field evidence dictated.  All trenches were located within the proposed development corridor.  

2.4
All excavation and on-site recording was carried out according to standard CFA procedures, principally by drawing, by photography and by completing standard record forms. 

2.5
Detailed survey and sample trenching of all monuments was conducted to assess their character and to establish whether significant buried soils information survived within them.  Kubiena tin samples (to preserve soil structure and stratigraphy) were taken of any layer thought to be an old ground surface.  A samples register is presented as Appendix 2.

2.6
It had initially been agreed to pinpoint the location of Site 26 by a series of machine-excavated trial trenches. However, due to the limited area available for trenching and difficulties of access within dense conifer and mature deciduous woodland to the north of the road, and amongst shrubby grassed terraces to the south of the road, a series of 60 test-pits were excavated by hand.  All test-pits were one metre square and were excavated to detect the presence of ironworking debris.  Soil sequences and depths were recorded and are presented in tabulated form in Appendix 1.   

2.7
All monument locations and extents, as well as trench positions, were accurately plotted using industry-standard EDM survey equipment.  All trenches and test-pits were backfilled, and the ground reinstated, upon completion of the work.

Fig 1 - Location maps, showing index to detailed route maps

3.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

3.1
General
3.1.1
The archaeological survey and excavations have provided an opportunity to examine a range of monuments concentrated within the eastern part of the development corridor.  

3.1.2
The majority of the settlement and land use features lie between Allt Duchairidh and Lochrosque Lodge.  Most pre-date the construction of the new lodge and the laying out of its associated plantations, of which the majority have since been felled.  Several features have been disturbed by trees relating to the former plantations. 

3.1.3
With the exception of Sites 26 and 29, all sites were located on the lower, south-facing hillslopes to the north of the current road.  All excavation trenches revealed a mixed sand and gravel subsoil.  The predominant landuse is moorland and rough pasture and topsoil depth and vegetation varied over individual features.

3.1.4
The following presents a summary account of the archaeological sites and monuments surveyed and excavated during this project, by monument and by trench number.  Monument numbers are those allocated to features identified during the initial field survey (Dunwell 2001), for ease of cross-reference.  Numbers in bold and in parentheses relate to context numbers listed in Appendix 1 and depicted on Figs 2-3.  Maps 1-5 depict the positions and extents of the relevant sites and monuments as recorded by instrument survey conducted as part of the present phase of work: these positions supersede the more approximate positions recorded during previous reconnaissance survey (Dunwell 2001).  

3.1.5
Over the period of two weeks, the weather passed from heavy rain to spring sunshine.  Extremely heavy rainfall over three days before and during the start of the work ensured that some of the sites remained waterlogged throughout the period of excavation. This impacted in a small way upon the ease of excavation of these features. 

3.2
Monument 14 – Field Wall (NH 1361 5860) (Map 1, Plate 1)

3.2.1
The remains of a field wall run N-S directly up the hillside to the N of the road.  Where better preserved, in its northern part, the wall was revealed to be a double-faced drystone construction, built of boulders and cobbles, c. 0.9 m wide and standing up to 1 m high. 

3.2.2
A trench (Trench 14), measuring 2.5 m by 1m, was cut across a collapsed section of the wall.  The wall foundation course (14 004) was identified and consisted of a single course of large angular boulders retaining a rubble fill of smaller stones.  The boulders had been positioned with their flattest sides forming the wall faces.  The wall here measured 0.8m wide and stood to a height of 0.2m above the ground surface.  A wall foundation trench, 0.4 m deep, had been cut through a B-horizon (14 002), but did not penetrate into the undisturbed subsoil.  Where present, in the lower half of the cut, the wall matrix (14 005) was formed of brown sand with abundant small stones.  The full surviving height of the wall, from the base of the cut to the top of the foundation boulders, was 0.6m.  No trace of a former ground surface could be seen beneath the wall.

3.3
Monument 15 – Plantation Boundary (NH 1380 5857) (Map 2)

3.3.1
The 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1905 records a boundary running N-S across the lower slopes of Aonach Dubh, dividing Aonach Dubh Plantation to the W and Round Lodge Plantation to the E. 

3.3.2
This feature survives as a squared ditch 1-1.5 m wide and 0.5 m deep.  Its exact alignment was accurately plotted during this work and shown to correspond with the mapped evidence of estate and plantation boundaries, recorded on the second edition Ordnance Survey map of 1905.  It seems likely that a fence originally defined the boundary, as there are various comparable plantation ditches running directly downslope in this section of the road corridor, which have not been mapped.  Large iron fence posts are still present along the upper limit of the former plantation, although these lie outside the road corridor.  

3.4
Monument 16 – Medieval or later settlement (NH 139 586 area) (Map 2, Plates 2-5) 

3.4.1 The remains of a settlement were recorded during field survey in 2001.  A turf-built sub-rectangular structure lies on the northern, upslope boundary of a banked enclosure measuring 130 m by 50 m.  Features identified inside the enclosure included a series of enigmatic depressions, a length of bank and a possible cairn.  The structure occupies a relatively level terrace c. 50 m upslope from the current road, and outside the road improvements corridor.  The form of the structure suggests that it is probably of medieval or later date. Furthermore, its setting away from the current road suggested that its origins pre-dated the road construction in the mid 18th century.  This site had the potential to contain important archaeological information regarding past settlement and land use activities.  Individual elements of the settlement are ascribed references as listed in the survey report (Dunwell 2001), eg – Field Banks B, Hollows C.
Field Banks 16B (Plate 2)

3.4.2
The settlement area is enclosed by a system of field banks measuring c. 130 m E-W by 50 m N-S, which extends N of the modern road and which contains the structure, terrace and the slopes below it.  The field banks for the most part run beside stream channels.  The banks are preserved at best 2 m wide and 1 m high, and in places contain tree stumps relating to the former Round Lodge Plantation.  

3.4.3 Trench 16A, measuring 3m x 1m, was cut across the eastern bank of the enclosure.  The bank here lay immediately above and to the west of a burn and appeared more prominent than elsewhere due to a thick covering of heather.  Topsoil (16 A001) consisted of a peat-rich organic soil across the trench and was noticeably shallower over the top of the bank.  Despite the misleading presence on the bank surface of two large stones, the bank make-up (16 A002) was largely composed of earth.  This material was organic, contained bracken roots throughout, and was difficult to distinguish from the topsoil.  The bank contained less than 10% stones.  It had been built directly onto subsoil (16 A003) and no relict ground surface was identified beneath the bank.

3.4.4 Trench 16B was placed across the western field bank of the enclosure, where the bank closely followed the route of a small burn to the west.  This trench measured 1m x 2.5m and was waterlogged at the time of excavation, as a temporary stream ran to the east of the trench and into the burn.  A similar sequence of deposits as that witnessed in Trench 16A was encountered.  The field bank was constructed of mounded earth (16 B003) no more than 0.3 m thick, containing only a few stones and frequently disturbed by roots.  The bank had been laid directly on subsoil (16 B004) and was overlain by peaty soils (16 B001, B002).

Wall 16E (Plate 3)

3.4.5 Within the south-western part of the enclosure, field survey identified a curving bank running roughly E-W along the contours of the hill.  It is visible for almost 20 m, c. 10 m above the current roadside fence.  The bank measures 1.5-2 m wide and stands 0.5 m high, and appears to contain the stone footings of a wall.

3.4.6 Trench 16C, measuring 1m x 3.5m, was placed over this feature in order to investigate its construction.  The feature was here visible as a linear, heather-topped mound, but excavation identified what appeared to be the remains of a wall or rubble bank.  A large amount of scattered stones were present on the downslope side of the feature.  Excavation revealed that there was no structure to the stones within the putative wall.  The feature (16 C002) contained almost 50% angular stones.  The earthen matrix of the bank was formed of soil similar to the peat-rich topsoil (16 C001) and had bracken roots present throughout.  The bank had been built along the top of a slightly steeper slope running from a pronounced geological mound at its eastern end (Trench 16D). 

Hollows 16C & D (Plates 4-5)

3.4.7
Towards the SE corner of the enclosure interior are two adjacent hollows (C) with bowled profiles, c. 3 m in diameter and 1 m deep.  Their functions were not obvious prior to excavation, and were interpreted as possible quarry pits, water containers or kilns.  To the W of this is a distinctive rectilinear hollow (D) measuring 2.5 m long, 1 m wide and 0.5 m deep, on an E-W alignment.  A mound of upcast, measuring 3 m by 2 m by 0.5 m high, lies to the SW of the hollow, and presumably derived from its excavation.  Whilst the rectilinear hollow may be of relatively modern origin, its upcast lay upon a larger mound which could have been either a natural feature or a stone cairn – excavation was required to further assess the character of that feature.

3.4.8
Trench 16D, measuring 4m x 1m, was positioned across the enigmatic mound associated with Hollow D and lying at a distance of almost 5m from the hollow.  The mound was covered in thick woolly moss and heather on its south-facing slope and scrubby grass across its more level surface.  The trench ran across the top of the mound and then steeply downslope to the south.  The main body of the mound was found to be of geological origin, but much of its upper surface had been obscured by deliberately placed stones (16 D002), either as clearance or as upcast from the excavation of Hollow D.  There was no apparent structure to these angular stones, that were piled to a height of c.0.2m.  A dark brown peaty topsoil (16 D001) overlay the mound directly above mixed subsoil of grey sand (16 D003) and orange stony silty sand (16 D004).

3.4.9 Both of the circular hollows (C) were initially full of rain water, but drained sufficiently over the course of a week to commence excavation on the lower, and more pronounced, example.  Trench 16E was L-shaped in plan and measured 6m x 1m, encompassing most of the south-west quadrant of the feature.  The hollow was grass covered with internal vegetation of reeds and long grass.  Large stones were visible towards the base on the surface.  A sequence of modern deposits was encountered before excavation was abandoned due to severe waterlogging.  The hollows appear to be small quarry pits, probably related to the nearby road, and had been backfilled with a sticky grey silt (16 E006) containing glass and ceramic jars, bottles, planks and stainless steel cutlery.  This deposit directly overlay subsoil (16 E003) at the sides of the cut and is probably the primary fill of the quarry, although its base was not reached owing to waterlogging.  Overlying the basal fill was a deposit of grey sandy silt containing numerous large stones (16 E005) and an organic sandy silt (16 E002), similar to topsoil (16 E001), with a dense bracken root mat present towards its base.

3.4.10 Trench 16F was cut across the rectilinear hollow (D) and measured 3m x 1m.  The clearly defined edges of the hollow suggest a fairly recent origin, however the trench was not completely excavated due to waterlogging towards the bottom of the feature.  A thick layer of topsoil (16 F001) of sandy silt and bracken roots lay across the trench.  Topsoil overlay an intermediate soil of organic sand and small stones (16 F003) that lay directly on subsoil (16 F002) where it was visible at the upper edges of the cut.  The hollow cut (16 F004)  initially sloped inwards gently until it narrowed to almost 1m wide, whereupon it began to slope almost vertically.  Excavation was halted at a depth of 0.8m, and its full depth was not established.  No artefacts were recovered from this feature.

3.5
Monument 17 – Estate Wall (NH 1380 5857 – 1498 5852) (Map 3, Fig 2, Plate 6)

3.5.1 A substantial mortared wall defines the N edge of the current road past Lochrosque Lodge and along the S edge of the former Round Lodge Plantation, as recorded on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1905.  The wall is in a variable state of preservation. In places it is intact, standing 1.7 m high, with projecting foundations, a body of squared igneous stones and with sandstone coping stones.  In other places the wall has either partly or completely collapsed, or has been demolished.  The wall contains a range of culverts for streams and former plantation drains to pass through – in some cases these are ornamentally stepped.  Fences now act as the land boundary on the N side of the road to the W of Lochrosque Lodge, and the wall is not maintained in this area.  

3.5.2
Three elevations of the wall were drawn at places where it stood to its full height and where notable structural features (a culvert and a gateway) were present.  Elevation 1 is illustrated in this report by way of example.  

3.6
Monument 18 - Wall (NH 1382 5857 (S end)) (Map 2, Plate 7)

3.6.1 The denuded remains of a field wall run uphill for c. 35 m from the road at this point, on the E side of a burn.  The feature is spread to 3.5 m wide and 0.3 m high, and is visible as a scatter of stone.  

3.6.2 Trench 18, measuring 3.5m x 1m, was opened across the feature at a point where it appeared as a low moss-covered bank with several protruding stones.  Upon excavation, no clear wall line was evident and the feature seems to have been a rubble bank built or a linear spread of cleared stone, perhaps associated with the former conifer plantation which stood in this area.  The bank was constructed of 70-80% large and randomly heaped, subangular stones (18 003) lying directly on subsoil (18 002).  The bank was overlain by a shallow layer of peaty topsoil (18 001) containing bracken roots.

3.7
Monument 19 – Clearance cairns (NH 1405 5857) (Map 3, Fig 2, Plate 8)

3.7.1
Field survey had recorded at least three small piles of cleared stone on level grassy land immediately N of the current road.  They measured only c. 2 m across and 0.3-0.5 m high, and were formed of cobbles of various sizes.  One of the cairns had been disturbed by a tree stump relating to the former conifer plantation.  The cairns were interpreted as reflecting the former clearance of a small, sheltered plot of land for arable purposes, although it was admitted that there were no associated cultivation marks present (such as rigs or lazy beds).

3.7.2 Three trenches were positioned to investigate each of the three cairns.  Trench 19A measured 1m x 2.5m and was placed across the western half of one of the cairns.  Within this trench, clearance stones (19 A004) directly overlay subsoil and were contained within a matrix of grey gritty sand (19 A002).  Topsoil (19 A001) had formed between the stones of the upper portion of the cairn and stones were visible, protruding from a covering of cropped grass.  The subsoil (19 A003) contained a number of large angular boulders and it is likely that that the cairn had been placed deliberately over a rocky area.  The cairn stood to a height of 0.27m.

3.7.3 Trench 19B was placed over the cairn to the west of Trench 19A and measured 1m x 3m. The cairn stones (19 B004) were a mixture of large and small angular stones and lay directly on stony subsoil (19 B002).  The stones sat within a matrix of peaty topsoil (19 B001) and bracken roots.  In places, the upper surface of the subsoil (19 B003) had been stained by an overlying mat of bracken roots. The cairn stood to a height of 0.2m.

3.7.4 Trench 19C measured 3m x 1m and was located over the eastern portion of the cairn closest to the current road.  The cairn consisted of a low mound of small stones (19 C004) overlying a light grey sandy silt (19 C002).  This layer may mark a former ground surface preserved by the cairn construction, however it continued beyond the edge of the trench and may alternatively represent an intermediate, less organic topsoil horizon.  The cairn stood to a height of 0.3m.

3.8
Monument 20 - Structure (NH 1409 5860) (Map 3, Fig 3, Plates 9-10)

3.8.1 Field survey detected a rectilinear structure located on a level patch of ground at this location.  It measures c. 8 m E-W by 5 m over turf walls spread to 1.5 m wide by up to 0.5 m high.  A possible entrance was identified towards the W end of the N wall.  There are no obvious structures or field remains associated with the building.  The structure and the area immediately to the south had been recently disturbed by a trial pit excavation associated with the proposed development.  The structure may be one of those depicted on Wilson’s map of 1811, associated with cultivation remains (Monuments 22 & 23).

3.8.2
An elongated T-shaped trench, with arms measuring 7m x 1m and 3m x 1m, was placed to investigate the low banked walls and the interior of the structure.  Topsoil averaged 0.2m deep and consisted of an upper layer of cropped grass and sandy-silt (20 001).  This overlay an intermediate layer of more sandy material containing a dense bracken root mat (20 003).  The walls of the structure were constructed of banked earth (20 004) of sticky medium brown sandy silt, very similar to topsoil, and forming a low rounded bank c. 0.2 m thick.  The walls were built on a layer of apparently sterile grey sand (20 005), which overlay the subsoil (20 002) throughout the trench.  A well-defined layer of banded, pale grey sand (20 006) was identified immediately beneath the eastern bank of the structure.  This deposit was stone-free and on average 0.25m thick.  It is clearly indicative of a relict ground surface but was not present beneath the northern wall of the structure.  

3.8.3
No clear evidence for an entrance was observed during excavation.  The structure wall (20 004) was identified in the west-facing section of the northern arm of the trench but was not visible within the east-facing section, indicating that there may have once been an entrance in this area.  A roughly U-shaped feature cutting through the intermediate topsoil layer (20 003) and sand 20 005, and visible in the east-facing section inside where the structure wall or entrance would have been.  This may represent the cut for a former post, but it appeared more likely to have been the result of animal disturbance (20 007).  The exposed interior areas of the building contained no evidence for laid floors, other features or occupation deposits.  No artefacts were recovered.  

3.9
Monument 21 - Mounds (NH 1415 5860) (Map 3, Plate 11)

3.9.1 What were thought may be a small number of artificial stone cairns were identified during a walkover survey (Dunwell 2001), between two converging burns.  Trenches were placed across three of these features to ascertain their origin.  

3.9.2 Trench 21A measured 1m x 3.5m and was placed over a moss and heather covered hummock.  No stones were visible on the surface and none were present within the mound.  The mound was geological in origin and formed by two topsoil horizons (21 A001, 21 A002) overlying an irregular lump in the subsoil surface (21 A003).  A shallow band of grey silt (21 A004) was clearly observed, partially overlying the subsoil. 

3.9.3 Trench 21B measured 1m x 3m and was placed over a pronounced mossy hummock upslope to the north-west of Trench 21A.   Excavation showed the mound to be of natural origin.  Trench 21C measured 1m x 3m and was placed over a low linear mound to the north of Trench 21A.  The excavation proved the mound to be of geological origin, consisting of a projection of mineral-stained subsoil and iron pan.

3.10
Monument 22 – Field bank (NH 1416 5857 (S end)) (Map 3, Fig 2, Plate 12)

3.10.1 Field survey detected a sinuous field bank running from the modern road uphill to the NE.  It measures c. 2 m wide and 0.8 m high.  It defines the western end of a field system recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1881, and may relate to the cultivation remains depicted on Wilson’s map of 1811.  The eastern part of this system was subsequently built over by the grounds of the new Lochrosque Lodge.  

3.10.2 Trench 22A measured 1m x 2.5m and was cut across a well-preserved section of the bank.  Topsoil (22 A001) was of sticky peat-rich sandy silt and varied in depth across the field bank.  The bank was constructed directly on orange-brown gravelly subsoil (22 A005), the upper surface of which had been penetrated by grass roots and stained a darker orange-brown colour (22 A004).  A sequence of three deposits was seen to form the make-up of the bank.  The lowest of these deposits consisted of a water-retaining, dark brown silt (22 A003) of depth 0.05m.  This was overlain by a stone-free, pale yellow-grey silty sand (22 A002) with the appearance of decayed turf.  The upper bank material (22 A006) was not clearly differentiated from topsoil and consisted of a slightly less organic sticky sandy silt, of depth 0.24m, with bracken roots present throughout.  In total the bank was c. 1.6 m wide at the base and c. 0.6 m high.

3.10.3 A second trench (Trench 22B) was located uphill to the north-east of Trench 22A and had dimensions of 1m x 2m.  The field bank at this position was less well preserved than in Trench 22A and was covered by thick mossy vegetation.  The stratigraphic sequence was simple and the bank material (22 B002) was of pale to medium brown sandy silt with bracken roots, and contained a few angular stones.  The bank was 0.3m deep, lay directly on subsoil (22 B003) and was overlain by topsoil (22 B001) and vegetation.  


3.11
Monument 23 – Field wall (NH 1432 5858 (S end)) (Map 3, Fig 2, Plate 13)

3.11.1
At this location field survey recorded the remains of an earth and stone field bank extending N from the road for c. 20 m.  The bank is spread to c. 2 m wide by 0.8 m.  Its location corresponds with a field boundary marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1881 as forming part of a field system, although that source records that the boundary formerly extended further uphill than can currently be traced.  

3.11.2
Trench 23 measured 1m x 2.5m and was located across the monument at a point where it lay immediately east of a small burn.  Dark brown sandy topsoil (23 001) varied in depth across the feature and contained substantial bracken and heather root material.  The bank material consisted of a line of stones (23 004), 2-3 courses high and forming a low wall within the centre of the bank.  Further stones were present within the remaining earthen bank material (23 005) of light brown sand.  The bank stood to a height of 0.4m at its highest point, above the wall.  The wall stones overlay a shallow deposit of pale grey sand (23 003) visible for a width of 0.5m below the bank and probably representing a former ground surface.  

3.12
Site 26 – Iron Working Site (NH 145 585) (Map 4, Plates 14-15)

3.12.1
An account of 1886 records the presence of iron slag exposures beside the road at Lochrosque Lodge.  Dixon recorded that quantities of iron slag were present near the roadside below the new lodge at Lochrosque.  This site was not located in a subsequent field visit by the Ordnance Survey (1966), and could not be verified by the walkover survey undertaken as part of this project (Dunwell 2001).
3.12.2 A series of 60 test-pits was excavated in order to locate the site and to retrieve artefacts, specifically ironworking debris, from within the topsoil.  A tabulated account of the results of the test-pitting is presented within Appendix 1.  

3.12.3 Three small clearings within dense conifer plantation and rhododendron woodlands to the north of the current road were targeted.  A fourth, larger clearing containing mature deciduous trees and a pet cemetery (Monument 25, Dunwell 2001) also lay to the north of the road.  The three western clearings, including the large clearing, lay on average 1m above the present road surface and the land on this side of the road was revetted by the estate wall (Monument 17).  The difference in levels is the result of a degree of quarrying during the construction of the road and the fact that the land to the north of the wall had been slightly built up against the estate wall.  Modern sherds of glass and ceramic and small pieces of coal were retrieved from several of the test-pits in this area.

3.12.4 To the south of the current road, test-pitting targeted a roughly level grass-covered gravel terrace lying between the current road and the loch shore.  The eastern part of this area lay within a stand of mature pine trees and fragments of coal were found within two of the test-pits in this area.  None of the test-pits provided any support for the former presence of iron workings in this area.  

3.13
Monument 29 – Field bank (NH 1502 5852) (Map 5, Plate 16)

3.13.1
Field survey recorded a bank c. 2 m wide and 0.3-0.7 m high running NW-SE on the downslope side of a boggy, reed-filled drain in a semi-improved pasture field opposite the entrance to Lochrosque Old Lodge.  Tree stumps were prominent along the top of the bank.

3.13.2
Trench 29 was placed across the bank at a point where it was well preserved.  The upper portion of the earthen bank was formed of medium grey-brown silt (29 003) of a matrix similar to the topsoil (23 001).  This overlay a shallow, irregular formation of iron pan (23 004).  A small band of grey silt (23 005) underlying the iron pan is likely to be the same material as 23 003 that has been affected by mineral leaching processes.  The basal layer of bank make-up was formed of gritty grey silt (23 006) and lay directly over subsoil (23 002).  The bank at this point was 2.5m wide and stood to a height of 0.7m from the subsoil to the ground surface.




Fig. 2 - Selected sections and elevations of Monuments 17, 19A, 22A, 23




Fig. 3 - Plan and sections of Monument 20


4.
Evaluation

4.1 The site of the putative ironworks described by Dixon (Dixon 1886) was not identified by this work.  Fragments of coal recovered from a selection of the test-pits could be indicative of the presence of an ironworking site in the vicinity, but could equally be seen as originating from the road construction, or even in association with the ceramic and glass fragments, as scattered household debris.  It may be that any trace of such a site was destroyed during the construction of the current road.

4.2 The programme of archaeological excavation conducted in advance of the proposed road upgrading has provided an opportunity to examine in detail a range of settlement and agricultural land use features of medieval or later date.  This range of archaeological features is typical of the types of remains that may be located during any extensive development in unimproved rural landscapes.  Many of these features have in the past been considered as being of relatively minor archaeological importance, but are now generally accepted cumulatively as providing useful archaeological information.  This excavation work represents a useful addition to our current information and understanding of such sites.  

4.3 Although some of the monuments showed a degree of structural complexity, none of them proved to be either well-preserved or particularly outstanding examples of their type.  The work has demonstrated patterns of construction that illustrate the remains of very simple building processes.  The absence of artefacts or ecofactual material limits the opportunities for closely dating the various sites investigated.  Structure 20, and the field system represented by field banks 22 and 23, appear to have continued into use into the early 19th century, although it is not known how long the structures had been in use.  

4.4 The presence of putative buried ground surfaces beneath some features, particularly the small rectilinear structure (Monument 20), is notable.  However, given the lack of dateable material or palaeoenvironmental deposits recovered from the trenches, in this instance it is not considered that detailed analysis of the Kubiena tin samples would be rewarding.  

4.5 
It is considered that no further archaeological fieldwork is needed prior to the construction of the new road.  However, it is recommended that the construction contractors are aware that ground-breaking operations have the potential to expose and disturb previously unrecorded, buried archaeological remains, including for example iron working remains and human burials.  The discovery of buried remains potentially of archaeological significance should be reported in the first instance to the Archaeology Unit of The Highland Council.  

4.6
It is considered that a programme of post-excavation analyses and publication reporting is not merited on the basis of the archaeological results of this work.  A summary report of the results will be submitted for publication in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 2001, and is considered sufficient to disseminate the results of this work.

4.7
Copies of the site archive will be deposited with the National Monuments Record of Scotland.  This will include all the field drawings, photographs and other paper records generated by the work.  
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APPENDIX 1 – List of Contexts
Monument 14

14 001 – Shallow layer of topsoil and dense vegetation (grass, moss and bracken), with bracken root mat present at base.  Immediately overlies wall stones.

14 002 – An intermediate horizon overlying subsoil, consisting of medium brown sandy silt.

14 003 – Subsoil comprising gravelly orange-brown sand with small angular stones.

14 004 – The stones of the wall consisting of angular stones and larger boulders forming the face. 

14 005 – Wall matrix material, similar in makeup to 14 002, consisting of medium brown sandy silt. Grass roots throughout.

Monument 16

Trench A

16 A001 – Shallow layer of topsoil and vegetation (moss and heather) of varied depth across field bank. Peat-rich organic topsoil with bracken roots throughout. 

16 A002 – Field bank make-up of mounded earth, similar to topsoil.  Dense bracken root mat present towards base.

16 A003 – Subsoil comprising gritty yellow-brown sand with small angular stones.

Trench B

16 B001 – Shallow layer of peat-rich soil and vegetation (moss and grass), bracken roots throughout. 

16 B002 – Layer of peat-rich gritty soil with sand pockets between 001 and subsoil. Bracken root mat at base. (This layer was waterlogged during excavation).

16 B003 – Mounded soil make-up of field bank, consisting of sandy silt. Maximum depth 0.3m.

16 B004 – Subsoil of gritty grey sandy silt.

Trench C

16 C001 – Shallow layer of peat-rich soil and vegetation (moss and heather) of varied depth across field bank. Peat-rich organic topsoil with angular stones and bracken roots throughout. 

16 C002 – Field bank make-up of c. 50% angular stones and topsoil-like matrix. Maximum depth 0.4m.

16 C003 – Subsoil comprising coarse grey sand and gravel.

Trench D

16 D001 – Shallow layer of topsoil and vegetation (moss and heather). Dark-brown gritty, peat-rich topsoil with bracken roots throughout. 

16 D002 – Field clearance stones – or upcast stones from hollow. Consisting of medium angular stones standing to height of c 0.2m.

16 D003 – Pale grey sterile sand underlying 002.  Probably mineral-leached subsoil.

16 D004 – Subsoil comprising mixed orange silty  sand with angular stones.

Trench E

16 E001 – Topsoil and grassy turf with bracken roots. 

16 E002 – Dense layer of slightly less organic topsoil, consisting of brown-grey sandy silt. Bracken root mat towards base.

16 E003 – Subsoil of soft, coarse orange-grey sand with small angular stones.

16 E004 – The cut for a circular quarry pit, with near-vertical sides and levelling-off towards base. (Waterlogged during excavation – base not reached).

16 E005 – Upper fill of pit, comprising sticky grey sandy silt and large stones.

16 E006 – Lower fill of pit consisting of sticky dark grey waterlogged silt. Contained modern artefacts throughout.

Trench F

16 F001 – Sticky, sandy silt topsoil with large amount of bracken roots throughout. 

16 F002 – Subsoil of medium coarse yellow-grey sand.

16 F003 – Intermediate horizon, underlying topsoil, of medium brown sand.

16 F004 – The rectangular cut of the feature.

Monument 18

18 001 – 
Moss-rich and low grass vegetation and topsoil containing bracken roots.

18 002 – Mixed subsoil comprising gritty orange sand with pale yellow and grey patches.

18 003 – A low bank/wall comprising c 70-80% large subangular stones sitting directly on subsoil. The stones are contained within a matrix of dark brown peat-rich soil.

Monument 19

Trench A

19 A001 – Shallow layer of peaty topsoil and cropped grass. 

19 A002 – Grey sandy silt containing gravel.

19 A003 – Subsoil comprising mixed orange sand and gravel with angular stones.

19 A004 – Clearance stones forming a subcircular low cairn, 1.5m x 2m in plan.

Trench B

19 B001 – Shallow layer of peaty topsoil and cropped grass. Abundant heather and bracken roots.

19 B002 – Subsoil comprising mixed orange sand and gravel with angular stones.

19 B003 – Deposit of orange-brown silt below cairn stones, probably root-stained subsoil.

19 B004 – Stones of clearance cairn visible from surface protruding through turf, 1.5m x 2.5m in plan.

Trench C

19 C001 – Thin layer of turf and topsoil, containing roots.

19 C002 – Light grey sandy silt prevalent in western end of trench.  Possibly buried ground surface.

19 C003 – Subsoil of mixed grey and orange gravelly sand.

19 C004 – Stones of clearance cairn measuring 1m x 2m in plan. Consisting of slightly smaller stones than those of cairns 19A & 19B.

Monument 20

20 001 – Topsoil and turf. Matrix is sticky sandy silt of grey-brown colour. Bracken roots present to base of topsoil.

20 002 – Subsoil of pale yellow-brown sand, containing patches of paler sand throughout.

20 003 – Basal layer of topsoil containing dense bracken root mat.

20 004 – Material forming low banks of structure, very similar in appearance to topsoil. Comprises sticky medium brown sandy silt. 

20 005 – A homogenous brown-grey sandy silt present throughout the trench overlying subsoil.

20 006 – A well-defined layer of pale grey banded sand material present beneath bank 004 on the eastern side of the structure.

20 007 – Animal disturbance present within northern bank of the structure.


Monument 21

Trench A

21 A001 – Peat-rich sandy silt topsoil and vegetation. 

21 A002 – Intermediate soil underlying, and similar to, topsoil; medium grey silty sand.

21 A003 – Subsoil comprising coarse pale grey-buff sand with angular stones.

21 A004 – A medium grey shallow band overlying subsoil.

Trench B

21 B001 – A dark, rich peaty topsoil with bracken roots throughout.

21 B002 – Dense layer of bracken root mat.

21 B003 – Subsoil of pale orange-grey coarse sand and angular stones.

Trench C

21 C001 – Thin layer of turf and vegetation, containing compacted rooty material.

21 C002 – Layer of iron pan, discontinuous and underlying topsoil.

21 C003 – Pale, medium brown sandy subsoil.

21 C004 – Orange-grey sandy subsoil, containing frequent angular stones and gravel.

Monument 22

Trench A

22 A001 – Topsoil with moss, heather and grass vegetation. Variable depth across field bank.

22 A002 – A pale yellow-grey stone-free silty sand, part of bank make-up.

22 A003 – A waterlogged dark brown silty layer overlying subsoil.

22 A004 – Stained subsoil deposit overlying 005, upper surface penetrated by grass roots. Consists of mixed gravelly loam.

22 A005 – Subsoil, similar to 004 but more orange in colour and no root penetration.

22 A006 – The upper part of the bank make-up, comprising grey-brown sandy silt. Similar to topsoil, though less organic. Bracken root mat formed at base of layer.

Trench B

22 B001 – A dark, rich peaty topsoil with bracken roots throughout.

22 B002 – Dense layer of bracken root mat.

22 B003 – Subsoil of pale orange-grey coarse sand and angular stones.

Monument 23

23 001 – Topsoil of medium dark brown sandy topsoil with roots throughout and vegetation of moss, grass and bracken.

23 002 – Subsoil of ferrous-stained coarse sand containing angular stones and grit.

23 003 – Pale grey layer directly overlying subsoil below bank material 004/005. Possible relict ground surface.

23 004 – Stones of field bank, consisting of subrounded medium stones forming a definite wall-core to the bank.  

23 005 – Matrix of the field bank comprising light brown silty sand with bracken roots throughout.

23 006 – Intermediate layer below topsoil and overlying subsoil of organic silty sand with roots.

Monument 29

29 001 – Topsoil and cropped grass turf.

29 002 – Subsoil of medium coarse pale brown sand, contains small angular stones throughout.

29 003 – Make-up of bank formed of heaped earth, similar to topsoil. Maximum height 0.3m.

29 004 – An irregular band of iron pan underlying 003. 

29 005 – A thin band of medium-dark grey loam visible at the southern end of the bank.

29 006 – The lowest layer of bank material, comprising medium dark grey silt with grit.

Monument 26 – Test-Pits
TP no.
Depth (m)
Finds / comment

1
0.2
/

2
0.25
/

3
0.28
/

4
0.35
Coal fragments 

(Subsoil not reached due to tree roots)

5
0.37
/

6
0.4
Coal fragments

7
0.32
Coal fragments

8
0.32
Coal fragments

9
0.33
/

10
0.15
(Subsoil not reached due to tree roots)

11
0.15
Modern debris

(Subsoil not reached due to tree roots)

12
0.22
(Subsoil not reached due to tree roots)

13
0.38
/

14
0.35
/

15
0.08
/

16
0.38
/

17
0.28
Coal fragments

18
0.19
Coal fragments, china and glass

19
0.15
/

20
0.12
/

21
0.10
/

22
0.17
Modern debris

23
0.14
Coal fragments

24
0.12
/

25
0.09
/

26
0.14
/

27
0.21
/

28
0.11
/

29
0.12
/

30
0.21
/

31
0.15
/

32
0.08
/

33
0.08
/

34
0.07
/

35
0.12
/

36
0.11
/

37
0.17
/

38
0.10
/

39
0.23
/

40
0.11
/

41
0.15
/

42
0.28
/

43
0.14
/

44
0.23
/

45
0.33
/

46
0.07
/

47
0.19
/

48
0.28
/

49
0.23
/

50
0.17
/

51
0.18
/

52
0.36
/

53
0.26
Coal fragments

54
0.14
Coal fragments

55
0.12
/

56
0.18
/

57
0.10
/

58
0.25
/

59
0.21
/

60
0.15
/


APPENDIX 2 – Samples register (Kubiena Tins)

Sample no.
Monument
Trench
Contexts






1
20
20; N-facing section
004 / 006 / 005

2
20
20; W-facing section
004 / 005

3
21
21A; W-facing section
002 / 003 / 004

4
22
22A; SW-facing section
002 / 003

APPENDIX 3 – Photograph Register

Colour Slide Films 1 - 5

Shot
Description
Taken from
Light conditions

FILM 1




11-12
Site 16, Trench C, in progress
S
Dull, rain

13-14
Site 16, Trench A, showing profile
S
Dull, rain

15-16
Site 16, Trench A, showing bank
W
Dull, rain

17-18
Site 16 mound and hollow, Trench D
W
Good

19
Site 16, Trench D
N
Good

20-21
Site 16, Trench D
SE
Good

22
Site 16, Trench C, final shots
E
Bright

23
Site 16, Trench C, final shots
W
Bright

24
Site 16, Trench C, final shots
S
Bright

25-26
Site 18, Trench 18, showing wall & section
SE
Dull

27-28
Site 18, Trench 18, S-facing section
S
Dull

29-30
Site 18, Trench 18, N-facing section
N
Dull

31-32
Site 16, Trench D, top of 003
S
Dull

33-34
Site 16, Trench B, final shot
SW
Bright

35-36
Site 16, Trench B, showing section
SE
Bright






FILM 2




1-2
Site 18, final shot
W
Dull

3-4
Site 18 showing trench and bank
SE
Dull

5-6
Site 14 ditch
S
Rain, good

7
Site 16, waterlogged hollow (D)
W
Rain, good

8-9
Site 16 waterlogged hollow and Trench D
E
Rain, good

10-11
Site 16, waterlogged hollows (C)
N
Rain, dull

12-13
Site 19, Trench A, cairn deturfed
SW
Rain, bright

14-15
Site 19, Trench A, cairn deturfed
W
Rain, bright

16-17
Site 16, Trench D final shot
SE
Dull

18
Site 16, Trench D final shot
N
Dull

19-20
Site 16, Trench D, showing section
W
Dull

21-22
Site 19, Trench A showing subsoil
W
Dull

23-24
Site 20, Trench 20
E
Wet, dull

25-26
Site 20, Trench 20
N
Wet, dull

27-28
Site 20, Trench 20
W
Wet, dull

29-30
Site 19, clearance cairns
SE
Wet, dull

31-32
Site 19, trench C deturfed
NE
Bright

33-34
Site 14, general shot of Trench 14
S
Bright

35-36
Site 14, showing section and wall in situ
S
Bright

37-38
Site 20, final shots
NW
good











FILM 3




1-2
Site 20, detail of 006, 

N-facing section, E bank
Good
N

3-4
Site 20, general N-facing section,

 E bank
Good
N

5-6
Site 20, general W-facing section,

 N bank
Good
W

7-8
Site 20, general E-facing section,

 N bank
Good
E

9-10
Site 14, Trench 14 fully excavated
Sunny
S

11-12
Site 14, S-facing section
Sunny
S

13-14
Site 19, Trench B final shot
overcast
S

15-16
Site 19, Trench B, E-facing section
Overcast
E

17-18
Site 19, Trench C final shot
Overcast
SW

19-20
Site 19, Trench C, NW-facing section
Overcast
NW

21-22
Monument 17, elevation 1
Overcast
S

23-24
Monument 17, elevation 2
Rain, dull
S

25-26
Site 21, Trench B
Overcast
S

27-28
Site 21, Trench A, W-facing section
Overcast, rain
W

29-30
Site 21, Trench A, final shot
Overcast, rain
S

31-32
Site 21, Trench B, W-facing section
Overcast
W

33
Site 21, Trench B general shot
Overcast
SW

34-35
Site 16, Trench E
Dull
N

36
Site 16, Trench E
dull
E






FILM 4




1-2
Site 16, trench F hollow partially excavated
Dull
N

3-4
Site 22
Sunny
SE

5-6
Site 22, Trench 22 SW-facing section
Sunny
SW

7-8
Loch a Chroisg
Sunny
N

9-10
Site 21, Trench C, final shots
Sunny
E

11-12
Site 21, Trench C, final shots
Sunny
S

13-14
Site 21, Trench C, showing mound
Sunny
S

15-16
Site 23, showing wall-core
Sunny
W

17-18
Site 23, showing wall-core
Sunny
S

19-20
Site 23, showing wall-core
Sunny
E

21-22
Site 23, fully excavated, showing ?OGS
Sunny
E

23-24
Site 22, Trench B final shot
Sunny
NW

25-26
Site 22, Trench B final shot
Sunny
SW

27-28
Site 23, general shot
Bright
W

29-31
Site 23, S-facing section
Bright
S

32-33
Site 23, N-facing section
Bright
N

34-35
Site 23, final shots
Overcast
SW

36
Site 23, final shot
Overcast
NW











FILM 5




1-2
Site 29, fully excavated, general shot
Bright
N

3-4
Site 29, fully excavated, showing field bank
Bright
SE

5-6
Site 29, fully excavated, general shot
Bright
NW

7-8
Test-pits 1 & 2, showing clearing
Sunny
SE

9-10
Test-pits 1 & 2
Sunny
W

11-12
Test-pit 3, showing clearing
Sun & shadow
SW

13-14
Test-pit area (nos. 4-17), from pet cemetery
Bright
NE

15-16
General shot of test-pit areas
Bright
E

17-18
Test-pit area, S side of road
overcast
W
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This brief has been produced for the Council's Roads and Transport Service in response to the
need to record to professional standards certain archaeological features that could be damaged
during the proposed works.

It specifies what we consider to be the minimum acceptable standard of work; proposals that
present a higher standard may be offered and accepted. It may be used to obtain estimates
from archaeologists. We will assume that this will form the basis of an agreed approach
unless changes are agreed with us in writing before the start of any site works.

The brief sets out in detail who is responsible for what, as well as the terms of reference,
objectives, method, monitoring and reporting arrangements.

Terms of Reference

a) The area to be covered is the entire wayleave except where otherwise indicated.

b) References to an ‘archaeologist’ in this brief mean a qualified and experienced practitioner
acceptable to the Council's Senior Archaeologist. This is to ensure that work is carried out to
professional standards. Archaeological fieldwork should be carried out by, or under the
immediate direction of, a member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists or other such
professional institute as may be approved.

¢) The Council's Roads and Transport Service are responsible for all tendering and contractual
arrangements.

Objectives

a) To record archaeological features identified during previous archaeological survey of the road
line.

b) To ensure that the needs for archaeological recording are met without causing any unnecessary
delay or disturbance to the road improvement project.

Method

a) Following an archaeological walk over survey by CFA in 2001 (Dunwell, A, A832

Achnasheen to Lubmore), and consideration of environmental recommendations, the road
alignment has been established. This road alignment impacts on a number of the identified
archaeological features in the area. The impacts and mitigation are as listed below (numbers
refer to those in the CFA report). The actions forming part of this brief are highlighted in bold
text; the Council's Roads and Transport Service will take care of the other actions. The
archaeologist will need to work closely with the Council's roads and transport staff in carrying
out this work.
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Feature Action

1 Outwith area under consideration.

2 Outwith area under consideration.

3 Standing stone to be protected by fencing as works progress

4 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

5 Field bank - no action required.

6 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

7 Old road - leave unaffected.

8 Field bank - no action required.

9 Trackway - no action required.

10 Field bank - no action required.

11 Trackway - no action required.

12 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

13 Re-erect commemorative stone at new verge.

14 Wall - end affected to be recorded.

15 Plantation boundary - end affected to be recorded.

16A Structure - outwith works limits.

16B Wall - end affected to be recorded.

16C&D Hollows - record.

16E Bank - record.

17 Wall - end affected to be recorded.

18 Wall - end affected to be recorded.

19 Clearance Cairn - excavate.

20 Rectilinear structure - record.

21 Stone Cairn - excavate.

22 Field bank - record.

23 Field bank - record.

24 Lodge and grounds - existing wall to be rebuilt repaired & locally
realigned - no concerns.

25 Pet cemetery - not affected.

26 Iron Workings - machine excavations - co-ordinate with
additional trial pits.

27 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

28 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

29 Field bank - record.

30 Quarry - can be infilled, no action required.

31 0ld Lodge - not affected.

32 Quarry with bund - avoid. Associated track record.

33 Old road - not affected.

34 Bridge - not affected.

b) Following this work a watching brief during the topsoil strip will not be required.

c) Recording of field walls and banks will be by photographs and scale plans, elevations and
sections to show their nature, extent and construction details.

d) All archaeological work, including excavation, must meet or exceed the standards of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists.

€) An indicative budget for post-excavation work must be agreed between the archaeologist and

. the Council's Roads and Transport Service prior to the start of the excavation work. At the end

of the fieldwork stage, proposals for post-excavation analysis and reporting should be

presented to, and a programme for this work agreed by, the project engineer, the
archaeological contractor and the Senior Archaeologist.

Monitoring

a) The archaeologist appointed is responsible for agreeing arrangements for monitoring with
Archaeology Unit staff. We will monitor projects as necessary to ensure that minfmum




[image: image4.png]standards are met. This is usually by unannounced site visit - alternative or additional
monitoring arrangements may be made in individual cases.

b) Prior notice of fieldwork starting dates, with contact names and local addresses, telephone
numbers and directions and other arrangements for access must be given to the Council's
Senior Archaeologist by the archaeologist contracted to carry out the work.

¢) Any unexpectedly significant or complex discoveries, or other unexpected occurrences
which might significantly affect the archaeological work and /or the development must
be notified by the archaeologist immediately to the applicant and the Senior
Archaeologist.

6) Reporting

a) Project report

i)

it)

iii)

iv)

The archaeologist appointed is responsible for producing a report on the work, and for
making sure copies have been received by the recipients listed below. We require
archaeologists to submit satisfactory reports within an agreed deadline.

A minimum of three copies of the project report must be produced, and submitted to the
following within 4 weeks of the completion of the fieldwork.

e One paper copy for the Highland Council's Principal Engineer, The Highland
Council, Roads & Transport Service, Victoria Road, Brora, Sutherland KW9 6QN
e One paper copy to be deposited with the Highland Council's Senior Librarian
Information Co-ordinator, Library Support Unit, 31a Harbour Road, Inverness IV1
1UA. This will be available for local reference through the public library service.
e Two copies for the Archaeology Unit, Planning and Development Service, Council
Offices, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX :
- One paper copy
- One copy of the complete report in Adobe Acrobat format (ie a pdf file).
This can be supplied by email or on a computer disc. Please ensure that all
drawings and photographs are included.

The report must include, as a minimum,

e Location plan showing the project area and archaeological sites and features affected.

Grid references must be included.

Circumstances and objectives of this work, including a copy of this specification

Weather and other conditions affecting fieldwork

Photographs of all archaeological features noted, located on an outline map or plan.

A full index to any records or other material generated by the project including its

location

e A brief analysis of the project results drawing in comparative data as appropriate, and
a statement of the significance of the results for future research. Note that negative
results may also be significant.
Proposed arrangements for post-excavation analysis and reporting as appropriate.
General comments and proposals for future archaeological projects arising from the
carrying out of this project

Copyright

The Council will assume author’s copyright unless advised otherwise. However, the
Archaeology Unit reserves the right to make the report available for reference and
research purposes, either on paper, or electronically. The completed report will be made
available for immediate public consultation for research purposes at the Highland Council




[image: image5.png]Sites and Monuments Record, and through the public library service. The Archaeology
Unit will acknowledge copyright in all cases.

b) The archaeologist is required to make a presentation of the project results to the local
community within a year of the completion of the fieldwork. Any costs should be allowed for
when estimating for the work. Arrangements must be agreed with the Senior Archaeologist.

c) A brief summary of the results must be sent to the Council for Scottish Archaeology for
inclusion in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. This is also the responsibility of the
archaeologist appointed who should allow for any costs when estimating for the work.

7) Treasure Trove

a) The Archaeological Contractor must liaise with the Assistant Curator (Archaeology) at
Inverness Museum and Art Gallery prior to the start of fieldwork, regarding possible
emergency conservation needs and future storage arrangements. The Assistant Curator will in
turn notify the local museum of the fact that there is archaeological work ongoing in the area.

b) The archaeologist appointed will create a cataloguing system for any finds or samples, which
meets standard museum requirements. Any report to the Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer must be copied to the Senior Archaeologist, and the Assistant Curator
(Archaeology) at Inverness Museum and Art Gallery.

8) General

a) This brief has been produced by the Council's Senior Archaeologist to whom any enquiries
should be addressed. No-one else has authority to vary its terms.

b) The archaeologist agrees by undertaking this work to the terms of this brief
¢) ~ The archaeologist appointed must:

i) carry out the work according to the Code of Conduct, standards and guidelines of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists

ii) agree a timetable for the work with the client and the Senior Archaeologist

iii) take all necessary measures to conform with the Health and Safety at Work Acts and be
covered by all necessary insurance

iv) not comment to the press or other media without prior approval from the Senior
Archaeologist

v) fully allow for prevailing weather conditions in northern Scotland.

John Wood Senior Archaeologist Monday, 11 March 2002
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