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Stromeferry Development – Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walk-Over Survey

1.0 SUMMARY

1.1
An archaeological desk-based assessment and walk-over survey in advance of development work at Stromeferry, Ross-Shire (see Fig.1).  The desk-based assessment identified 11 recorded sites within the National Monuments Record of Scotland (Canmore), while the same records were revealed within the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Records in Inverness (see Section 3.0).  The rapid walk-over survey of the site outlined for further development recorded 5 new archaeological sites (see Section 4.0).
2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.1
During March 2002, Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey were commissioned by David Mee Architect, in association with The Stoodley Partnership, to undertake an archaeological desk based assessment and walk-over survey at Stromeferry, South Strome, Ross-Shire (see Fig.1).  The work was commissioned to address the conditions outlined within the planning consents for the development at Stromeferry, which stipulates that archaeological interest in the site is identified and recognised prior to the commencement of ground works.  The Archaeological Brief to cover this work, issued by Highland Council Archaeology Unit in Inverness, is attached to this report (see Appendix 2).

2.2
Base maps and copies of the Planning Consents were supplied by David Mee Architect and these indicated the extent of the area for development, including layouts for roads, pathways and services.  

2.3
The area of land outlined for development is situated at South Strome, adjacent to the disused Stromeferry Terminal and slipway.  The land is bounded to the south by the A890 main road and to the west by the minor road servicing the small community at Stromeferry, while the Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh main rail link passes along the shore to the north.  The ground rises steeply from the shores of Loch Carron and consists primarily of open deciduous woodland that is poorly drained, although a natural terrace breaks the monotony of the slope at around 50-60 metres OD.  A series of old and blocked drainage channels cut across the slope.
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Fig.1 – Location Maps – for detail of Stromeferry and survey area see Fig.5
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3.0
RESULTS OF THE DESK BASED ASSESSMENT

3.1
There are few published references relating to the original settlement history of Strome (Norse: straumr – for current) although on the north shore of Loch Carron, Strome Castle has a long and chequered history.  The ruined castle is situated on a rocky promontory, on the north shore of the Loch Carron narrows, commanding extensive views to South Strome and beyond to Skye.  First recorded in 1472 when it was a stronghold of the Lords of the Isles, it later came into the ownership of the MacDonalds of Glengarry by grant of James VI.  The castle was destroyed in 1602 after a protracted siege by Kenneth MacKenzie of Kintail.  The castle would have controlled the important ferry crossing of the Strome Narrows and it is the presence of the ferry that would have provided a focus for the small settlement at South Strome (Weir, 1988:141-45).

3.1.1
The ferry would continue to feature as a major link within the infrastructure of transportation in the northwest Highlands, especially with regards to the distribution of mail.  During the early stages of the 19th century, mail runners attracted the attention of the Strome ferrymen by blowing a horn when they wished to continue their journey by ferryboat (Idem:141).  Prior to 1809, the ferry would also have provided a vital service for the local populace north and south of the narrows, after which the Highland Roads and Bridges Commission decided to construct an access road along the north shore of Loch Carron to link up with the Achnasheen to Inverness route.  However, South Strome became a place of importance when the Highland Railway was extended there in 1870 (Thomas, 1990:24-32).     

3.1.2
Built by the Highland Railway Company, South Strome became the railway terminus for the west of Scotland although the venture suffered from a lack of funding.  The initial plans for an imposing station and hotel were shelved, and the resulting infrastructure comprised a short unpaved platform and a functional timber pier adjacent to the ferry crossing point (Idem:25).  The official opening of the line took place on the 19th August 1870, where a dinner was served to the guests within the makeshift station.  Passenger and mail steamers sailed from the railhead on to Portree in Skye and Stornoway in the Western Isles, providing a vital transport link for tourists and goods of various kinds.  In particular, cattle, sheep and large quantities of fish were entrained at Strome for the markets of the south, providing work for labourers in the area and much needed income for the railway.  However, such improvements were not always in keeping with the Highlanders way of life, especially when it came to the observance of the Sabbath. 

3.1.3 In June 1883, Strome was the centre of what the ‘Times’ called Sabbatarian riots, due to the conveyancing of fish from steamers to the waiting trains on Sundays.  The ‘Scotsman’ reported that serious disturbances took place; two cargoes of fish arrived at Strome on the steamers Harold and Talisman at about 1 a.m. on the Sunday.  Around fifty local people from the Loch Carron

and Lochalsh area belonging to the Free Church, armed with sticks, converged
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on the Stromeferry station and took possession of the pier.  The man in charge of the crane was seized and dragged from his work, and a complete stoppage followed.  The following day the Chief Constable and six officers arrived from Dingwall by train, but they were unable to cope with the violent situation.  Ultimately, drafts of police from Perth, Lanark, Inverness, Nairn and Elgin, a total of 160 men, were called in.  For the following Sunday the local crofters and fishermen prepared a muster of 2,000 men, however, the ‘riots’ were terminated when the local leaders of the church returned from the Free Church Assembly meetings in Edinburgh (McConnell, 1993:587-592).

3.1.4 The arrival of the railway at Strome also created a significant impact on the volume of traffic at the ferry crossing, the ferry not having been designed for such use.  At times queues for the ferry could be considerable, a factor that did not change to any extent even after the introduction of a larger boat complete with turntable in the second decade of the 20th century (Weir, 1988:144).  However, services for the customers of both ferry and train services was enhanced to some extent with the building of the Station Hotel in 1874.  Designed by the architect Alexander Ross, the establishment included a laundry, offices and stables, and received additions and alterations in 1882 (RCAHMS: NG83SE).  However, after the opening of the Highland Railway line to Kyle of Lochalsh on the 2nd November 1897, Strome lost much of its importance as a railway terminus, although the bottleneck for cars waiting to be ferried across Loch Carron continued.  The steamer operations also ceased to operate from Strome Pier and this structure was finally demolished in September 1937.
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Fig.2 – Stromeferry c.1900.  The Station Hotel, White Lodge and church can be seen in this photograph beyond the railway sheds and the pier initially installed for the steamer links extending out into Loch Carron. By the time this photograph was taken, the extended railway line to the Kyle of Lochalsh was in operation, and this briefly important station and busy fish pier were in irreversible decline (Photograph courtesy of Christopher J. Uncles).
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3.1.5
The final blow for Stromeferry as a centre came about in 1971, when the road along the south shore of Loch Carron was reconstructed to renew the route northwards to Inverness, thus eliminating the need for the ferry at Strome (Weir, 1988:144).  There was a resurgence of rail traffic and activity at Stromeferry during the 1970’s, with the establishment of a concrete oil platform construction yard on a deep-water site at Loch Kishorn.  Freight including steel, cement and fly ash passed through the sidings at Stromeferry   where they were transhipped to barges for the trip across Lochs Carron and Kishorn to the construction yard (Thomas, 1990:163).  However, due to a lack in orders for the oil platforms the yard at Kishorn closed in 1986, reflecting the uncertainty of the oil industry in the face of declining oil prices.  Despite these blows, the line through Stromeferry continues to survive, especially with the growth in passenger and tourist traffic, and latterly with the freightage of timber from felling operations in the west.


3.2
A search of the National Monuments Record of Scotland (Canmore) and the Highland Sites and Monuments Record in Inverness produced eleven recorded sites for the South Strome/Stromeferry area covered in the vicinity of this archaeological assessment (see Fig.5).  These sites are as follows:

3.2.1 NG83SE13

-
Stromeferry Village, General

3.2.2 NG83SE14

-
Church of Scotland, Stromeferry

3.2.3 NG83SE15.00

-
Stromeferry (Station) Hotel

3.2.4 NG83SE15.01

-
Stromeferry (Station) Hotel, Stables

3.2.5 NG83SE15.02

-
Stromeferry (Station) Hotel, Offices

3.2.6 NG83SE15.03

-
Stromeferry (Station) Hotel, Laundry

3.2.7 NG83SE16

-
Stromeferry Station, Railway

3.2.8 NG83SE17

-
Stromeferry, Residential

3.2.9 NG83SE18

-
Free Church Mission Hall, Stromeferry

3.2.10 NG83SE3

-
Stromeferry, Slipway/Pier

3.2.11 NG83SE1

-
Burial Ground; Church  

3.3
A search of the relevant Ordnance Survey map-based sources was also made during the desk-based assessment, to verify the presence of archaeological features within the proposed area for development.  The 1st Edition 6” map showed no new sites within this area, while the 1:25 000 OS sheet indicated only new dwellings/buildings within the South Strome area. 

4.0
RESULTS OF THE WALK-OVER SURVEY

4.1
The walk-over survey was carried out on the 12th April 2002 during a day of dry and sunny weather, with good visibility.  The survey recorded 7 sites of archaeological interest, 5 of which were not identified during the desk based assessment.  The sites are shown on the enclosed location map (see Fig.5) and are described in detail below.
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Fig.3 – The Station Hotel, Stromeferry,c.1900.  The hotel provided a welcome stopover for people using the ferry service over the Loch Carron narrows and for those using the train service from Inverness, and the steamer links to the west (Photograph courtesy of Christopher J. Uncles).
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Fig.4 – A photograph taken of the hotel in 1995, two years after the building (latterly named the Stromeferry Hotel) had suffered a disastrous fire.  Part of the building has since been demolished and remains derelict (Photograph courtesy of Christopher J. Uncles). 
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4.2 SITE DESCRIPTIONS
4.2.1
Site 1

Hard Standing



NG 8636 3442

A concrete hard standing set within an artificial recess cut into the slope of the hill measuring 7.0m (SE-NW axis) by 3.0m (NE-SW axis), and with a north- easterly aspect.  Four vertical 6 - inch diameter ventilation pipes were identified 3.0 m to the north of the hard standing, possibly connected to some long-abandoned water system, while 25 metres to the north east a sceptic tank was located.  A second levelled platform was found immediately to the south –west of the above and although no concrete was visible, drains were found leading from the area to a sceptic tank 5.0m to the northwest.  A burnt-out caravan was also found 10.0m to the south west of this site.  The site is situated on a north-facing slope below mixed scrub woodland, at approximately 70 metres OD.  Personal communications with residents of South Strome, indicated that this site was constructed for labourers working on the nearby A890 main Lochcarron to Kyle of Lochalsh road, during the construction phase in 1969.

4.2.2
Site 2

Hard Standing



NG 8628 3442

Situated on a northwest-facing slope at around 72 metres OD, in open birch scrub woodland, are the degraded remains of a hard standing.  Located on a slight terrace, 10 metres from the minor road servicing the village of South Strome, the hard standing measures 3.0m by 3.0m and has been cut into the slope of the hill.  A faint terraced track-way passes to the north of the site, running in a NW-SE direction.  

4.2.3
Site 3

Enclosure / Hut Circle


NG 8635 3445

Located on the northern edge of a natural terrace at approximately 58 metres OD and by a small holly tree, are the degraded remains of a small enclosure or hut circle.  Situated in open birch scrub with a moss-covered understorey, the structure measures 9.0m in diameter over a turf bank 2.0m wide and there is no obvious entrance.  The surviving bank stands 0.4m high on the upslope side, while the down-slope sector still survives to 1.10m high.

4.2.4
Site 4

Water Tank




NG 8637 3459

Situated on the hillside above the remains of the Stromeferry Hotel at 42 metres OD and adjacent to a small stream course, is a brick-built water tank.  Surrounded by rhododendron bushes, the water tank is in good condition and is 4.0m long by 3.4m wide and stands 2.1m high.  Now empty of water, the water tank may have served the Stromeferry Hotel when in use.
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Fig.5 – Plan of the survey area at Stromeferry showing the sites identified.  Sites 1 to 5 are new sites, while Sites 6 and 7 relate to the White Lodge and Stromeferry Hotel complex already recorded on the National Monuments Record of Scotland (Canmore) – see Section 3.0.
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4.2.5
Site 5

Platform




NG 8622 3466

Located by the roadside opposite the Free Church in Stromeferry, at an altitude of 38 metres OD, is a rock-cut platform measuring 9.0m (W-E axis) by 5.0m (N-S axis).  The platform has previously been fenced in using steel posts and wire, although this has since broken down.  The platform is situated amidst a stand of mature trees.

4.2.6
Site 6

Building




NG 8629 3467

Opposite Brae Cottage on the south side of the road servicing Stromeferry, are the remains of a burnt-out building called ‘White Lodge’.  Situated at 35 metres OD with a backdrop of mature trees, is a stone-built and rendered 1 ½  storey building standing under a Ballachulish slate roof.  The building displays dressed quoins, reveals and sills and measures 23.2m long on the W-E axis by 6.75m wide (N-S axis), and has a annex 5.4m by 6.4m extending to the north from the centre of the building.  This building may have housed the laundry, stables and offices that were attached to the Stromeferry Hotel.  Immediately to the west is a corrugated tin-clad outbuilding measuring 12.6m long by 5.2m wide, built on the same alignment as the ‘White Lodge’.  The building is set on a poured concrete slab within stone and mortar walls 0.3m high.  It is thought that the building was used as a chalet.

4.2.7
Site 7

Stromeferry Hotel



NG 8638 3468

Situated at 28 metres OD immediately to the south of the Stromeferry access road is the derelict and burnt out remains of the Stromeferry Hotel.  The stone-built 2 ½ story building has been partially demolished and the roof has collapsed into the interior.  There is a small ornamental garden to the west side of the former hotel, approached by steps from the road.    

5.0
CONCLUSIONS

5.1
A total of seven sites were recorded within the area for development at South Strome, five of these being new sites.  Most of these relate to the relatively recent settlement of South Strome, which developed around the old ferry crossing and the arrival of the Highland Railway line with the hotel and White Lodge complex catering for the travellers passing through the area.  In contrast to the settlement of North Strome, situated on the opposing shores of Loch Carron with south-facing slopes and relatively fertile ground, South Strome is situated on a steep north-facing slope receiving little direct sunshine for much of the year and subsequently suffers from poor drainage.  Only one turf boundary dyke was recorded during the walk-over survey of the area and there was no evidence of former cultivation in the form of lazy-beds.  However, the enclosure, or possible hut circle (see Site 3, Section 4.2.3), might suggest a prehistoric presence on the slopes above Stromeferry.
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5.2
Therefore, the archaeological interest in the immediate area surrounding South Strome would seem to relate to the later historical period, at a time when the new and vital transportation links were opening up the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  In particular, the area has a wealth of history concerning the ferry at Strome, the arrival of the Highland Railway line and the steamer services which plied the routes onwards to the offshore islands, and the associated industries that such links serviced.  The interest in industrial archaeology has grown significantly during the past twenty years or so and a site such as Stromeferry offers the enthusiast an abundance of historical data relating to this dynamic period. 
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Fig.6 – A vehicle arriving at the Strome Ferry jetty from North Strome.  Although the carrying capacity of the ferry was increased in later years, long queues would still form on either side of the loch causing substantial delays (Photograph courtesy of Chistopher J. Uncles).

6.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
The enclosure/hut circle (Site 3) has been taped off with red and white tape and an exclusion buffer zone of at least 20 metres should be retained around the structure in order to preserve any associated archaeological features.

6.2
In the event of any major alterations or demolition work taking place on the structures comprising the former Stromeferry Hotel (Site 7), or the White Lodge (Site 6), it is recommended that a detailed photographic record of the sites and their salient features be made.  
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Fig.7 – The new sidings and yards established to serve the oil-rig construction yard at Loch Kishorn.  This photograph shows Stromeferry in April 1988, shortly after the yard at Kishorn closed (Photograph courtesy of Alan Mitchell)
LOCATION OF RECORDS

All records and field notes relating to this survey are held in the archive of:-

Martin Wildgoose, Tigh an Dun, Dunan, Broadford, Isle of Skye.  IV49 9AJ

Tel: 01471 822562
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Appendix 1

List of Colour Slides

Slide No.
Description

1.

Site 1 – Hard Standing, from the NE.

2.

Site 2 – Hard Standing, from the N.

3.

Site 3 – Hut circle/enclosure, from the SW.

4.

Site 6 – White Lodge, from the W.

5.

Site 6 – White Lodge, from the S.

6.

Site 6 – White Lodge, from the NE.

7.

Site 6 – White Lodge, from the NW.

8.

Site 6 – Corrigated shed, from the W.

9.

Site 7 – Stromeferry Hotel, from the NW.

10.

Site 7 – Stromeferry Hotel, from the N.

11.

Site 7 – Stromeferry Hotel, from the NE.

12.

Site 7 – Stromeferry Hotel, from the NE.

END
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This brief has been produced in response to the need for an archaeological evaluation
to be carried out prior to work beginning on site. It is for a minimum standard of
work; a higher standard may be offered and accepted.

2. Terms of Reference

This brief is for archaeological desk based assessment and walkover survey work prior
to works as detailed by planning applications 00/00207-210/SL. The applicant 1s
responsible for all tendering and contractual arrangements.

Any reference to ‘archaeologist’ in this specification is to be taken to mean a qualified
and experienced practitioner acceptable to the Senior Archaeologist. This is to ensure
that work is carried out to professional standards. The project should be carried out
by, or under the immediate direction of, a member of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists or an archaeologist of equivalent standing.

If this is for a road or water and sewerage proposal the area to be covered is the entire
wayleave except where otherwise indicated.

3. Tendering

Tenders must be accompanied by a project design, statement and evidence of
competence, including the CV of the Project Director, and other staff where possible.

4. Objectives

1. To establish the presence of recorded archaeological remains, and the
likelihood of further as yet unrecorded archaeological remains.

2. To propose arrangements for the safeguarding where possible and recording
where necessary of any archaeological features or finds identified.

3. To ensure that the needs for archaeological conservation and recording are met
without causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development
project.
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7.

Method

A desk based assessment of the site, to include consultation of at least,

The Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, The Highland Council
Archive. The National Monuments Record, any locally held private archives,
Aerial Photographic coverage

The desk- based assessment must make full use of all of the resources held in these
repositories.

A walkover survey will be made of the area in question, to enable identification of
any upstanding remains, from any period, including modern. All individual features

to be recorded on a 1:2500 plan.

No excavation is to take place as part of this work.

Monitoring

The Senior Archaeologist will normally monitor fieldwork to ensure that briefs
are met.

Monitoring will normally be by unannounced site visit.  Alternative or
additional monitoring arrangements may be made in individual cases.

Prior notice of fieldwork starting dates, with contact names and local

addresses, telephone numbers and directions and other arrangements for access
must be given to the Senior Archaeologist.

Reporting

7.1. Project report

At least three copies of the project report must be produced.

I

I

I1IL.

One paper copy for the applicant.

One paper copy for the Archaeology Unit, Planning and Development Service,
Council Offices, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX where it will be
available for immediate consultation by the public.

One copy for the Highland SMR as above, on a computer disk in a format
compatible with Microsoft Office 95 for Windows.

The report must be submitted to the all of the above within 2 weeks of the
completion of the field work.





[image: image14.png]The report must include, as a minimum,

1. Location plan showing the project area and archaeological sites and features
affected. The Grid Reference of the site must be included.

2 Circumstances and objectives of this work, including a copy of this brief.
3. Weather and other conditions affecting fieldwork
4. Scale plans, and photographs of archaeological features noted

5 A full index to any records or other material generated by the project including its
location

6. An analysis of the project results drawing in comparative data as appropriate, and a
statement of the significance of the results for future research. Note that a negative
result may itself be significant.

7. The report must propose appropriate arrangements for the safeguarding where
possible or recording where necessary of any objects or features identified by this
evaluation.

8 A set of colour slides illustrating the project progress from start to completion.

The completed report will be available for immediate public consultation for research
purposes at the Highland Sites and Monuments Record. In addition, the Archaeology
Unit reserves the right to make the report available for reference and research
purposes, either on paper, or electronically. Subject to this, copyright will remain with
the author unless specifically transferred in writing, and the Archaeology Unit will
assume author’s copyright unless advised otherwise. Copyright will be acknowledged
in all cases by the Archaeology Unit.

This specification includes arranging a presentation of the project results to the local
community within a year of the completion of the fieldwork. Arrangements must be
agreed with the Senior Archaeologist.

7.3. Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results must be sent to the Council for Scottish Archaeology
for inclusion in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland The cost of this must be
included in any tender document.
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The archaeologist appointed must be of a professional standing acceptable to the
Senior Archaeologist and must carry out the work according to the Code of
Conduct, standards and guidelines of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

The main contractor has, respongibility for the Health gnd Safety of any
archaeological staft on site.

The archaeologist is responsible for taking all necessary measures to conform with
the Health and Safety at Work Acts and be covered by all necessary insurances.

Any Health and Safety incidents on site involving the archaeologist must be
immediately notified to the Health and Safety Executive.

The archaeologist must agree a timetable for the work with the client and the
Senior Archaeologist

The archaeologist appointed will not comment to the press or other media without
prior approval from the Senior Archaeologist

Proper provision must be made for prevailing weather conditions in northern
Scotland

The archaeologist agrees by undertaking this work to the terms of this
specification.

Dorothy Low
Archaeologist
Tuesday, 7 November 2000
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