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Introduction

The author was asked by Allen Gordon & Co. to carry out an archaeological desk-based assessment of the proposed route of a water main through Lochaline village. The object of the assessment was to locate previously recorded archaeological features and identify, from archive material and other sources, areas of potential archaeological interest and to assess the impact of the project on these features and sites. Mitigating measures to minimise this impact will be recommended in this report. Any decision on the implementation of these measures will be made in consultation with the senior archaeologist in charge of the project at the Archaeology Unit of the Planning Department of Highland Council.

Method

Information on previously recorded archaeological sites in the vicinity of the proposed pipeline route was obtained from the Sites and Monuments Record held by the Archaeology Unit within the Planning Department of Highland Council. The Highland Archive in Inverness provided 1st and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey maps which demonstrate the development of Lochaline village from the 1870s. Background information on the history of the area, particularly in the 19th century, was found in the following books:

T.M. Devine: The Great Highland Famine. 1988

J. Hunter: The Making of the Crofting Community. 1976

A.MacKenzie: The History of the Highland Clearances. 1883

Statistical Account of Scotland: Morvern Parish. 1793

New Statistical Account of Scotland: Morvern Parish. 1843

Archaeological Background

No prehistoric sites have been recorded in the immediate area of Lochaline village, although Neolithic cairns are located on the shore of the Sound of Mull west of the village. The original parish church, also some distance west of the village, is an important Early Christian site. Both of these sites are too far from the present village to anticipate any associated features within the area of the present project.

Historical Background

There is no evidence for a village of that name at Lochaline prior to the Clearances. Small settlements were scattered all around the shores of Loch Aline. The Old Statistical Account mentions the names Knock and Kyle as potential locations for a ferry to Mull, and it is possible that this refers to the present Knock just NW of the village, and a settlement at the narrow mouth of the Loch, the Caolas na h-Airde where a small local ferry across the narrows, possibly with an inn wold already be in existence.

The village of Lochaline came into being around 1840 as a colony of impoverished cotters after the first phase of evictions in Morvern, converting the interior into sheep farms. Despite these evictions, the population of Morvern parish reached its maximum in 1831, probably matched by the size of the settlement of Lochaline. Between 1831 and 1881, the population of the parish decreased from 2137 to 741, following widespread removals of tenants during the famine years of 1846-56 and assisted emigration to the Americas, which reached a peak in 1852. The village would appear to have decreased proportionately, as the 1st edition OS map, drawn in the 1870s, depicts a small, neatly laid out village of no more than 15 houses laid out along the main road running parallel to the shore and in a short row facing the pier. By 1900 and the 2nd edition map, the buildings along the main road have been replaced by only three new houses, although more new houses have been built in a row along the High Street and adjacent to the pier row, still representing no more than 15 dwellings. Both maps depict the land to the north and west of the village as enclosed and mostly under cultivation, but no development or land use south of the pier.

The pier is recorded as having been constructed on the instructions of John Sinclair, who bought Lochaline Estate when the Argyll Estates were sub-divided and sold in 1819

The Archaeological Sites

The only archaeological sites listed on the Sites and Monuments Record are all standing buildings or structures. As such, they are not likely to be affected by the present project. However, one group of buildings, nos. 1-5, High Street, are Listed Buildings of Category B, and are subject to certain constraints which are given in more detail below. It is recommended that the guidelines for the protection of the Listed buildings be applied to all the buildings or structures below:

Buildings listed on the Sites and Monuments Record:

1. Kiel Church at NM 6780 4509, SMR no. NM64NE0047

2. Kiel Manse at NM 6781 4510, SMR no. NM64NE0049

3. Nos.1-5, High Street at NM 67886 44838, SMR no. NM64SE0017, Listed ‘B’

4. Mull Ferry Pier at NM 6797 4468, SMR no. NM64SE0009

The following features or areas of potential archaeological interest have been noted from details on the 1st and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey maps. Their present condition can not be determined by a desk-based assessment, but recommendations are given for each site, to minimise damage to any visible or revealed features.

5. Dykes from NM 6760 4551 to NM 6778 4535. A double set of dykes are marked as flanking the Allt Socainin which runs SW from Knock across the formerly cultivated ground.

If these two dykes are visible features, it is recommended that they be reinstated to their present condition after completion of the pipeline

6. Dyke from NM 6769 4526 to NM 6793 4487. This dyke is marked as running in a straight line, NW-SE, from the edge of the cultivated land north of the village, to the eastern end of the High Street and forms the western boundary of the churchyard.

The proposed route of the pipeline crosses this dyke just north of the churchyard. If this dyke is a visible feature, it is recommended that it be reinstated to its present condition after completion of the pipeline.

7. Cottages at NM 6790 4467. A terraced row of cottages, including the inn and post office, is marked on the early OS maps. The 1st edition map shows a solid row of up to five cottages, aligned NNE-SSW, with one detached building to the west. The 2nd edition map shows a more solid block suggesting that more west-facing houses were constructed in the intervening 20 years. It is likely that these rows were entirely demolished during the construction of the present ferry terminal and access road.

An on-site assessment would need to be made to determine whether any features of these buildings have survived the construction of the ferry terminal. If this is so, it might be beneficial to record the features, for example by photographic or measured means, before work on the pipeline commences.

Archaeological Conclusions

It is concluded that, with the exception of those sites listed above, the present pipeline project will not have an affect on the archaeological record, in as much as it can be surmised from the available information. It is felt that the likelihood of any archaeological features which predate the establishment of Lochaline village being revealed during excavation work is  slight.

Listed Buildings

The following notes are taken from the Listed Buildings Planning Guidance Leaflet 1. produced by the Planning Service, Highland Council:

· The immediate surroundings of a listed building can be an important component of its character. Demolition, repair, or alteration of any object fixed to a listed building, or situated within its boundary, such as its outbuildings, railings and boundary walls, must not adversely affect the character or appearance of the building.

· Work (needing consent) might include: Removal or addition of features, eg. Railings, gates, garden walls, drives, patios, pools, fuel storage tank, decorative features, (etc)

· If you wish to demolish, alter or extend a listed building, you must first apply to the planning Service for ‘Listed Building Consent’

These guidelines will apply to work being carried out in the vicinity of the Listed buildings at 1-5 High street, Lochaline. There may be no associated features which would be affected, but it is recommended that the area be investigated, and if there are any features which may fit the above category, the Planning Service be contacted to ascertain whether Listed Building Consent is required.
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