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Introduction

This report is for an evaluation conducted on behalf of Granit Union by the author for a development of a quarry at Cambusmore, by Balvraid. 
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Site Location

Historical Background

The area of the development lies adjacent to a recorded cropmark site. 

The site is recorded in the Highland Sites and Monuments Record as - NH 79 NE 0045 (NMRS – NH79NE041) – cropmark at NH 7727 / 9511. No information is available about the site in the Highland Sites and Monuments Record or the National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database, with the exception of a colour aerial photograph taken in 1972 (See over).

Currently no archaeological sites are located in the development area but the site is in an overall area with a high number of archaeological sites.

There is nothing indicated on the 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 1879, sheet 110 (not enclosed). There is no record of the site in Highland Council Archives or in the National Archives of Scotland.

Objectives

To conduct an evaluation on the area of development and to record those features revealed by excavation work. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed. The site has a total area of 2.7 Hectares, with trial trenching to cover a minimum of 5% or 1380m².

As part of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit, a digitisation was made of the cropmark in relation to the proposed development. (See Over) This revealed that the cropmark site lies to the south and is currently unaffected by the proposed development.

Trial Trenching Investigation

Methodology

The trial trenching was carried out in accordance with accepted professional archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999). Over the period of the ground works a suitably qualified archaeologist was on site to carry out observations and assessment of the trenches made by the excavation works. 

Site Conditions

The area under investigation was formerly an area of field under arable cultivation. Weather on the days of work (March 5th – 8th 2001) were overcast with sunny periods. 

Results
An inspection of the area of excavation centred at NH 7730 / 9519 showed no features prior to excavation. 

Underlying the turf and topsoil of an average depth of 25cm was a natural of pink sandstone and yellowish brown marl. A total of 9 trench’s running east to west (See over) totalling 1391.4m² were machine excavated using a back-acting machine with a straight edged bucket. The results of these excavations were as follows:

1 – 1.8m x 90m – pit (cut 3) with charcoal fill with shells (mussel, periwinkle and scallop). Probably prehistoric in date.

2 – 1.8m x 88m – small pit (cut 5) Probably prehistoric in date.

3 – 1.8m x 89m – agricultural ditch (possible field boundary)

4 – 1.8m x 88m – hearth (cut 11) find of burnt bone and worked stone object in fill, posthole (cut 32) Probably prehistoric in date.

5 – 1.8m x 87m – hearth (cut 13) Probably prehistoric in date.

6 – 1.8m x 83m – small pit (cut 15) and 2 postholes

7 – 1.8m x 80m – couple of burnt deposits, number of postholes and possible entranceway for field. (This trench was not taken to the extend of the area of proposed excavation at the east side due to an existing test pit) 

8 – 1.8m x 84m – posthole.
9 – 1.8m x 84m – pit (cut 17), burnt deposits and 2 postholes.

In a number of trenches were signs of agricultural improvements in the form of rubble field drains and infilled hollows with clearance material dating probably from the mid to late 19th century. The only modern agricultural feature was a water trough built into the north wall.

The features in the west end of trenches 6 – 8 probably relate to an earlier field system before the fields were improved, as they lay in a possible alignment.

Summary of results

It is likely that the features in trenches 1 –5 are prehistoric in date, due to them being close to the cropmark, the area around the development area has a number of prehistoric sites including cairns and a broch.

Whilst those features in trenches 6-9 represent former field system before agricultural improvements of the middle of the 19th century and are likely to be post-medieval in date. At present, further work may determine this.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the entire area of the current proposed development (c.90m east-west by c.135m north-south – a total of c.12150 m²) be subject to a complete archaeological investigation. The trial trenching has revealed that archaeological remains exist over the entire site.

A summary of the proposed work would be as follows:

Step 1 – Maintain watching brief over entire strip of site, and access road. All features to be marked.

Step 2 – Full excavation of features identified, with sampling for environmental and carbon dating purposes.

Step 3 – Complete record to be made of features found, written and photographic.

Step 4 – Produce report on work to include post-excavation work. Drawing upon results of excavation and other works to publishable report.

Archive

Notebook of results to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh. A set of colour slides detailing the work has been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.
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Appendix 1 – Context Register

1 – topsoil

2 – fill of pit (shell content) – trench 1

3 – cut of 2.

4 – fill of posthole – trench 1

5 – cut of 4

6 – fill of possible pit – trench 2

7 – cut of 6

8 – fill of ditch – trench 3

9 – cut of 8

10 – fill of hearth – trench 4

11 – cut of 10

12 – fill of hearth – trench 5

13 – cut of 12

14 – fill of small pit – trench 6

15 – cut of 14

16 – burnt deposit – trench 9

17 – fill of burnt pit – trench 9

18 – cut of 17

19 – burnt deposit – trench 9

20 – cut of 19

21 – burnt deposit

22 – fill of posthole – trench 9

23 – cut of 22

24 – fill of posthole – trench 9

25 – cut of 24

26 – fill of burnt shallow scoop – trench 7

27 – cut of 26

28 – burnt deposit over bedrock – trench 7

29 – fill of possible posthole – trench 7

30 – cut of 29

31 – fill of posthole – trench 4

32 – cut of 31

33 – fill of possible field entranceway – trench 7

34 – cut of 33

35 – burnt deposit – trench 7

36 – burnt spread in shallow scoop– trench 6

37 – cut of 36

38 – fill of posthole – trench 6

39 – cut of 38

40 – fill of posthole – trench 6

41 – cut of 40

42 – fill of posthole – trench 6

43 – cut of 42

44 – fill of posthole – trench 8

45 – cut of 44

Appendix 2 – Details of Slides & Black & White Photographs

Slides have been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.

A set of black & white photographs has been deposited with Highland Sites and Monuments Record and the National Monuments Record, Edinburgh.
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3 – view of machining
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4 – pre-ex of fill of pit context 2 facing S
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5 – ibid but facing SW
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6 – section of cut of pit context 3 facing S
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7 – ibid but facing SW 
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8 – cut of posthole context 5 facing E
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9 – cut of posthole context 5 and pit context 3 facing E
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10 – pre-ex of possible posthole context 6 facing S
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11 – pre-ex of ditch context 8 facing E
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12 – cut of ditch context 9 facing SE
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13 – pre-ex of hearth context 10 facing E
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14 – cut of pit context 7 facing E
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15 – pre-ex of hearth context 12 facing E
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16 – cut of hearth context 11 facing N




5-3-01

17 – cut of hearth context 13 facing W
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18 – cut of small pit context 15 facing S
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19 – View of trenches facing SW
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20 – ibid
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21 – pre-ex of burnt deposit context 19 facing N
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22 – pre-ex of burnt deposit context 16 facing S
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23 – pre-ex of posthole context 17 facing S
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24 – cut of possible pit/treebole context 20 facing N
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25 – burnt deposit context 21 facing S
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26 – pre-ex of possible posthole context 22 facing S
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27 – pre-ex of possible posthole context 24 facing N
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28 – cut of posthole context 18 facing S
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29 – cut of posthole context 25 facing N
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30 – cut of posthole context 23 facing SE
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31 – view of group of features in trench 7 facing E
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32 – ibid
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33 – cut of posthole context 30 facing E
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Film 2

1 – cut of posthole context 32 facing S
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2 – cut of possible field entranceway context 34 facing E
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4 – ibid but facing NE






7-3-01

5 – burnt deposit context 35 facing E
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6 – deposit context 37 
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7 – view of group of postholes trench 6 facing E
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8 – ibid
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9 – view of group of postholes trench 6 facing S
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10 – ibid
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11 – cut of posthole context 39 facing NE
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12 – cut of posthole context 41 facing E
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13 – cut of posthole context 43 facing S
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14 – cut of small pit context 15 facing S
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15 – view of infilled hollow in trench 2 facing W
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16 – cut of posthole context 45 facing S
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