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Introduction

This report is for an evaluation conducted on behalf of The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust by the author for a small housing development at Strath, by Gairloch. 
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Site Location

Historical Background

The area of the development lies to the centre of the village of Strath. Currently no archaeological sites are located in the development area. Though a number of sites are located nearby and are currently listed in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record and the National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database as follows:

· NG77NE 1 – Symbol stone at NH 7997/7721 – Found in this area before 1871 of a 7th/8th century date – now in Gairloch Museum. A long cist burial of a female was found c.230 yards SE of Gairloch Manse in October 1949. Three other burials were found c.200 yards further south at NH 8012/7703 when the Free Presbyterian Church was built in 1896. 

· NG77NE 9 – Gairloch Manse at NH 7980/8774 – house of 1805 (listed building)

· NG87NW 1 – Carn Mor Cairn at NH 8007/7702 – named in OS name book of 1875.

There is no information on the site in the Highland Council Archives.

There is nothing indicated on the 1st edition of the OS map of 1872. 

A study of aerial photographs held in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record revealed no archaeological features to be visible in the period 1946-47, the area of development formerly being under pasture.

Objectives

To conduct an evaluation of 5% on the area of development and to record those features revealed by excavation work. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed.

Trial Trenching Investigation

Methodology

The trial trenching was carried out in accordance with accepted professional archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999). Over the period of the ground works a suitably qualified archaeologist was on site to carry out observations and assessment of the trenches made by the excavation works. 

Site Conditions

The area under investigation is an area of rough pasture ground, and forms an L-shaped piece of ground. Weather on the day of work (April 23rd 2001) was overcast with slight showers. 

Results
An inspection of the area of excavation centred at NH 7985 / 7735 showed no features prior to excavation. The only feature was the remains of stone wall to the top of the embankment, showing that the area had formerly been enclosed.

Underlying the turf and topsoil of an average depth of 120mm was a natural of orange-brown silty gravels (some of the gravel being quite large and rounded). 

A total of 3 trench’s totalling 264 m² were machine excavated, relating to proposed plots and access roads, being 5% of the development area of 5260m² or 1.3 acres.

The only archaeological feature revealed during the course of excavations was the remains of a small corn-drying kiln in trench 2. (See figure 1 and photographs 1 & 2) This was c.90cm in diameter and utilised part of a natural mound for its construction, and was comprised of small to medium stones set on the ground. There were only slight signs of firing upon the stones themselves and on the natural ground surface. A small sherd of white glazed pottery was found upon cleaning (not retained), along with some burnt barley.
It is likely that this corn-drying kiln is associated with the nearby ruined croft c.200m NNW from the site and dates to the early 19th century.
Recommendations

No recommendations with regards to this development project are to be proposed. 

Archive

Notebook of results will be deposited in the National Monuments Record of Scotland in Edinburgh. A set of colour slides detailing the work has been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.
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Appendix 1 – Details of Slides

Slides have been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, Inverness.

1 – View of site facing south






23-4-01

2 – View of site access facing east
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3 – View of site facing north
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4 – View of machining of trench 1 facing north
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5 – View of trench 1 upon completion facing north
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6 – View of corn drying kiln upon initial cleaning facing west
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7 – ibid
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9 – View of trench 2 facing north






23-4-01

10 – View of trench 3 upon completion facing west
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11 – View of corn drying kiln upon cleaning facing west
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12 – ibid
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13 – View of corn drying kiln upon excavation




23-4-01

Appendix 2 – Details of Black & White Photographs

1 – View of corn drying kiln facing West. Scale 1m.
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2 – Ibid.
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3 – Ibid.
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4 – Ibid.
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Appendix 3 – Details of Trenches

1 – 1.6m x 72m – topsoil depth 150mm

2 – 1.6m x 76m – topsoil depth 150mm

3 – 1.6m x 30m – topsoil depth 200mm
