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1.0 Executive Summary

A programme of archaeological monitoring and investigation was carried out in May 2006 during the excavation of a cable trench between Glendoe and Auchteraw, south of Fort Augustus in Inverness-shire, part of the works associated with the construction of Glendoe Hydro Scheme. As well as general monitoring of the cable route, the project provided an opportunity to investigate sections of General Wade’s military road, constructed in 1726-7.  Methods of construction of the road surface were noted, and one culvert was uncovered, dismantled and recorded. The work also provided an opportunity to note and record details of the St Benedict’s Abbey’s hydro-electric scheme, originally constructed in 1889, although the cable laying had a minimal impact on these features. 

2.0 Area of Monitoring: General Wade’s Military Road

2.1 Documentary Record

The section of road from Fort Augustus to Fort William was completed first, in 1726, after which Wade extended it towards Inverness. In 1727 he reported to Lord Townsend that ‘the great military road through the centre of the Highlands, extending from Fort William to Inverness, 50 miles in length, is now about finished, and made practicable for the march of troops, cannon, or wheeled carriages..’

The only surviving first-hand account of the building of the roads is by Captain Edmund Burt, an engineer, contracted in the late 1720s to work on Highland roads and bridges under the overall direction of General Wade. The following are extracts from Burt’s letters:

On the workforce:

‘In the summer seasons, five hundred of the soldiers from the barracks, and other quarters about the Highlands, were employed in those works in different stations, by detachments from the regiments and Highland companies. The private men were allowed six pence a day, over and above their pay as soldiers; a corporal had eight pence, and a sergeant a shilling; but this extra pay was only for working days, which were often interrupted by violent storms of wind and rain, from the heights and hollows of the mountains. These parties of men were under the command and direction of proper officers, who were all subalterns and received two shillings and six pence per diem, to defray their extraordinary expense in building huts; making necessary provision for their tables from distant parts; unavoidable though unwelcome visits, and other incidents arising from their wild situation. I should have told you before, that the non-commissioned officers were constant and immediate overseers of the works’

On the construction of the roads:

‘And first, the stony moors. These are mostly tracts of ground of several miles in length, and often very high, with frequent lesser risings and descents, and having for surface a mixture of stones and heath. The stones are fixed in the earth, being very large and unequal and generally as deep in the ground as they appear above it; and where there are any spaces between the stones, these is a loose spongy sward, perhaps not above five or six inches deep, and incapable to produce anything but heath, and all beneath it is hard gravel or rock….Here the workmen first made room to fix their instruments, and then, by strength, and by the help of those two mechanical powers: the screw and the lever, they raise out of their ancient beds those massive bodies, and then filling up the cavities with gravel, set them up, mostly endways, along the sides of the roads, as directions in times of deep snows..

The roads on those moors are now as smooth as Constitution Hill, and I have galloped on some of them for miles together in great tranquillity’

The mosses:  

‘When one of these bogs has crossed the way on a stony moor, there the loose ground has been dug out down to the gravel, or rock, and the hollow filled up in the manner following, viz. first with a layer of large stones, then a smaller size, to fill up the gaps and raise the causeway higher; and lastly two, three or more feet of gravel, to fill up the interstices of the small stones, and form a smooth and binding surface. This part of the road has a bank on each side, to separate it from a ditch, which is made withoutside to receive the water from the bog, and, if the ground will allow it, to convey it by a trench to a slope, and thereby in some measure drain it

Declivities:

‘There the roads have been carried on in more regular curves than the old paths, and are dug into the hills, which are sloped away above them; and where any rocks have occurred in the process, they have been bored and blown away with gunpowder. Above the road are trenches made to receive rains, melting snows, and springs, which last are in many places continually issuing out of the sides of the hills…From the above-mentioned trenches are proper channels made to convey the water down the hills; these are secured, by firm pavement, from being gulled by the stream; and in places that required it, there are stone walls built behind the road to prevent the fall of earth or stones from the broken part of the declivity’ 

The standard width of the roads was 16’, but this varied considerably. Where soft ground had to be crossed, the foundations were made with successive layers of stone of diminishing size, the top layer and the surface being gravel.

‘The usual practice in the roads constructed by General Wade was to excavate all the earth and turf until the gravel appeared when the road surface was then dressed and formed on it: and the excavation and rubbish being thrown on either side, the Road (generally not more than 12’ wide) was left in the form of a ditch. No great inconvenience was occasioned by this mode of construction in Summer, but in Winter it evidently formed a complete receptacle for snow (J, Mitchell 1828)

In 1773, almost 50 years after the completion of the Inverness-Fort Augustus road, Boswell and Johnson travelled along it on their way to the Western Isles. Johnson recorded that they could have used their post-chaise on this section of the journey, but opted to ride as no horses could be hired beyond Inverness. They made several favourable comments on the road along Loch Ness, but had only the following to say about the final section:

‘The way now grew less easy, descending by an uneven declivity, but without either dirt or danger’

Sources:

Burt E: Letters from the North of Scotland 1754

Johnson’s Journey to the Wester Islands of Scotland 1774

Wallace T.:  Military Roads and Fortifications in the Highlands, with Bridges and Milestones in PSAS 130, 1911 

2.2 Site Description

Two sections of the  military road are affected by the laying of the cable: Section A from NH 3968 0896 to NH 3992 0901 and Section B from NH 3952 0876 to NH 3966 0892.The short section between the two and the east end of Section A have both been truncated by construction of the present road alignment, while to the south the military road continues on the west side of the public road, dropping down through the coniferous forest to Glendoe Lodge.

The road is a broad grassy or heather-covered way, with a  tarmac road surface occasionally showing through (Photo no. 18). As it crosses the northern spur of Borlum Hill it is slightly sunken, with banks on both sides (Photos 1-7) but no obvious ditching. As it descends to the SW it can be seen to have been dug into the hillside  and to have been built up on its outer, western edge (Photos 8-10) Cuts into the hill to the SE are possible shallow borrow pits. The crescent of land between  the old and new roads is grassy and contains one field clearance pile, so may be an area of old cultivation associated with the farmstead at Glendoe.

A second, narrow track was noted running up the spur of the hill south of the military road (Photo no. 34). Although indistinct in the wet ground at the top of the rise, it appears to have run to Glendoe farmstead. This track is recorded on the 1st edition OS map. It may pre-date the military road

2.3 Watching Brief

This was carried out on May 23rd 2006 in good, dry weather conditions. A watching brief was carried out during topsoil stripping of Section A, but it was possible to approach Section B with more leisure, so sections were stripped and recorded at several locations along the length of road to be affected, and a culvert was uncovered and recorded.

Sections:  The following layers were noted:

a. Vegetation cover. Thin and patchy grass or heather cover, no build-up of topsoil

b. Road Surface. Tar and hardcore road surface, presumably laid in the early 20th century with the arrival of motorised transport. This layer is 2cm thick, containing what would appear to be graded inclusions of rounded pebbles 10-15mm maximum size. (Photo no. 12)

c. Adhering to the underside of the tar layer is a compact layer of broken stone with sandy subsoil fill. The stones are no more than 4cm in size in the sample taken, and appear to be the same stone as the underlying bedrock

d. Graded subsoil. Underlying the tar road surface is a subsoil typical for the area, presumably graded or raked to a certain degree to provide a smooth surface (Photos 13-17)

e. Bedrock. Undisturbed but shattered bedrock typical of this area (Photo no. 19)

f. Clay. At the southern end of section B, where the road crosses wet ground, it has been laid over a deep pocket of grey clay which, interestingly, contains preserved fragments of wood (Photos 32, 33) These are presumed to be a natural phenomenon

Features:

a. Rubble infill: This was noted only in one location, near the east end of section A, where an area approximately 1m in width had been filled with a layer of medium-sized rubble (Photos 19 and 20) to a depth of no more than 0.15m. The rubble appears to be quarried bedrock. This infilling may have been the cavity left by the removal of a boulder, or may be repair work carried out at a later date, even when the road was surfaced in the 20th century.

b. Ditching. A shallow ditch runs along the east, uphill side of Section B, but is not lined

c. Banking: Low earth banks line both sides of section A but are not present in section B

d. Culvert: one culvert, still functioning, was noted before work commenced and was investigated in a controlled manner. 30cm below the tarmac, 15 capstones were uncovered (Photos 21, 22) These stones were only roughly shaped and many were more triangular rather than rectangular, leaving occasional gaps between the stones (Photos 23-25) There was no special treatment of the ends of the culvert (Photos 26, 27) The stones were not particularly thin in section and appear to have been selected for their approximately suitable size and shape, then roughly worked.  

Below the capstones was a stone-lined channel measuring 30cm in depth from the underside of the capstones to the top of the flowing water, and 30cm in width. The stone walling consisted of approximately three courses of flat-surfaced, quarried stones, and the capstones were placed on a wall head at least 12cm in width on both sides of the channel. (Photos 28-31)
Observations:

It was noted that there was no layer of decayed vegetation or topsoil between the graded subsoil and the tar road surface laid in the 20th century. It is unlikely that there would have been no build up of soil in the 200 years since the original construction of the military road, which suggests that the surface was cleaned back before the tar was laid, and it is also possible that the hardcore layer (c.) adhering to the tar was laid at the same time.

Even with the possible destruction of the original top layer of the military road, it would appear that a minimum amount of effort went into the road’s construction along this section, with only the removal of topsoil and grading of the subsoil to provide a smooth surface, with rubble fill laid in soft spots or cavities left by the removal of boulders.

Considerably more care was taken over the construction of the culvert. The stone slabs appear to be of the same type as the local stone underlying the subsoil, which fractures easily along planes, and it is likely that this was obtained either from the shallow borrow pits on the upper side of the road, or from the cut made a short distance uphill to allow the road to pass round the rocky spur of the hill (Photo no. 9)

3.0 Hydro-Electric Scheme of St Benedict’s Abbey, Fort Augustus

3.1 Documentary Record

The second earliest installation of an electrical supply in Scotland was carried out by the monks of St Benedict’s Abbey in 1889. This was initially powered by a boiler installed in the abbey grounds, as recorded in the memoirs of the abbot:

‘One of our domestic interests in 1889 was the installation of electric light in the abbey – a novelty in those days which aroused great local interest. I remember the excitement caused by the arrival of the great boiler, and the dragging of it by six horses along heavy roads from the canal locks..’ (‘A Medley of Memories’ by Abbot Sir David Hunter Blair)

‘It was a Lincolnshire squire, a great friend of the house…who – himself an adept in applied electricity – enabled the monks to ‘light up’ at so early a date, and indeed, personally superintended the work of installation…The motive power was steam at first, though we later obtained power from one of our mountain streams; and one recalls the great engine arriving by water from a famous firm at Lincoln, and being dragged by many horses to its long home in the monastery grounds…’ (‘In Victorian Days’ by Abbot Sir David Hunter Blair)

The installation of the hydro scheme is recorded as having been in 1890, which suggests that the boiler was only in use for one year. For the next 60 years the scheme powered a refrigeration plant and various motors supplying power for the organ, bells and workshops as well as lighting for the village, until in 1951 the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board took over. 

‘The watercourse for the Abbey monks’ hydro scheme can still be traced over its entire length. In the field below Ardachy a concrete wall is built into the bank of the River Tarff, marking the location of the former weir that drew water from the river. The ‘leet’ or watercourse keeps in close proximity to the river and parallels it until a quarter of a mile downstream, where it takes a new alignment alongside the Borlum farm track. There are remains of an aqueduct along this final section.

Just before this track joins the Fort Augustus to Whitebridge road is a single storey building which originally housed the monks’ generating equipment…On the north side of the public road a deep ditch continues in a dead straight line into Loch Ness. This originally took the outflow from the generating building…’ (Culachy Heritage, 2005)

(Many thanks to Graham Biggs of Cill Chuimein Heritage for the above information)

3.2 Photographic Record

A rapid photographic record of features of the hydro-scheme adjacent to the cable route. See Appendix 2, below for details.

3.3 Impact of Cable Route

The trench containing the power cable crosses the tailrace immediately north of the public road, causing negligible damage to features of the hydro scheme
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Appendix 1. Photographic Record  General Wade’s Military Road

	Photograph no. 
	Description
	 Orientation of photo.

	Wade 1.


	High point of section A,  showing road slightly sunken between low, grassy banking on both sides
	View to W.

	Wade 2.
	Closer view of above
	View to W.

	Wade 3.
	High point of Section A, showing truncation of military road by cut for modern road alignment
	View to E.

	Wade 4.
	High point of section A. work about to commence
	View to W.

	Wade 5.
	High point of Section A.
	View to N.

	Wade 6.
	High point of Section A. Note contrasting vegetation: north: improved ground, south: unimproved hill
	View to NW

	Wade 7.
	High point of section A
	View to NE

	Wade 8.
	Section B. general view. In distance, cut as road traverses around knoll. Centre of picture, broken ground indicates shallow borrow pit
	View to N.

	Wade 9.
	Closer view of above. Orange peg indicates where pipeline rejoins road from right.
	View to N.

	Wade 10.
	Section B. General view from bottom of section
	View to N.

	Wade 11.
	Section A. Exposed original road surface
	View to N.

	Wade 12.
	Tar road surface overlying subsoil
	

	Wade 13.
	Subsoil exposed
	

	Wade 14. 
	Tarmac, subsoil and section
	

	Wade 15
	Section A. Section through south edge of road
	

	Wade 16.
	Section B. Section through south edge of road
	

	Wade 17.
	Subsoil exposed
	

	Wade 18.
	Section B, general view from top of slope. Orange peg indicates where pipeline rejoins road from left. Note exposed tar road surface in foreground and old track zig-zagging down from left.
	View to S.

	Wade 19.
	Section B. Rubble fill or repair consisting of quarried rock
	

	Wade 20.
	Section A. Area of rubble fill or repair
	View to W.

	Wade 21
	Section B. Culvert: subsoil road surface removed to expose capstones
	View to W.

	Wade 22
	Section B. Culvert: subsoil road surface removed to expose capstones
	View to W.

	Wade 23
	Culvert: detail of capstones
	

	Wade 24
	Culvert: detail of capstones
	

	Wade 25
	Culvert: detail of capstones
	

	Wade 26
	Culvert: capstones exposed
	View to SE.

	Wade 27
	Culvert: capstones exposed
	View to NE

	Wade 28
	Capstones removed to expose stone-lined channel
	View to N.

	Wade 29
	Capstones removed to expose stone-lined channel
	View to W.

	Wade 30
	Capstones removed to expose stone-lined channel
	View to S.

	Wade 31
	Capstones removed to expose stone-lined channel
	View to E.

	Wade 32
	Section B. Deep grey clay underlying road at bottom end of this section
	View to E.

	Wade 33
	Detail of clay showing wood inclusions
	

	Wade 34
	Trackway approaching military road from Glendoe farm
	View to W.

	Wade 35
	Fragment of tar road surface, upper face
	

	Wade 36
	Fragment of tar road surface, under face showing hardcore
	


 Appendix 2. Photographic Record: Abbey Hydro-electric scheme

	Photograph no.
	Description
	Orientation of photo.

	Hydro 1.
	Concrete-lined  lade running above Borlum farm track
	View to SW

	Hydro 2.
	Concrete-lined  lade running above Borlum farm track
	View to NE

	Hydro 3.
	‘Power House’ set into bank adjacent to Borlum farm track. 
	View to S.

	Hydro 4.
	Interior of power house, inflow cast iron pipe
	

	Hydro 5.
	Detail if cast iron pipe
	

	Hydro 6.
	Tailrace. Road crossing is also cable crossing point
	 


 Background

The Archaeology and Cultural Heritage chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed hydro scheme at Glendoe, presented on 27.8.02, included the results of a desk-based assessment of the general area of the proposed cable connection to Auchterawe and a walk-over survey. These identified both visible archaeological features and areas where there was a likelihood of sub-surface archaeological features or deposits. This information was used to inform the design of the cable route to minimize the impact on the archaeological record.

The EIA made the following statement on the potential impact of the power line route:

At the time of writing the desk-based assessment, several options for the power line were still under consideration, including the advantages of running the line overhead or underground, a route more or less directly across country or one following the canal towpath through Fort Augustus then underwater across Loch Ness. The examination of the archaeological, historical and cultural heritage issues has been kept broad in an attempt to cover all possibilities. The impact on archaeological and historical sites will obviously differ enormously depending on whether the line runs overhead or underground; placing it underground will potentially cause the greater damage to the archaeological record but minimise the visual impact. The route of the power line, and the placing of individual poles on an overhead line, have a degree of flexibility which should ensure that no archaeological features or areas of archaeological interest need be affected.
The following archaeological sites were identified during the desk-based assessment and visited during the walk-over survey, as they lie on the approximate route of the power line overland from the power station to Auchteraw:

1. Tomamhoid Farmstead at NH 3864 0796, SMR no. NH30NE0047 The farmstead lies too far to the south and east to be directly affected, but the gentle slope between the Allt an Dubhair and the road show signs of former cultivation probably associated with the farmstead.

2. Borlum, Sheepfold at NH 3816 0820 This sheepfold is recorded on the 1st edition OS map as in the corner of the field, an area now well covered with gorse. There is a second square enclosure on the other side of the field boundary dyke at NH 3825 0816, and while the first is probably a 19th century feature, the second, lying within a strip of unimproved, slightly raised ground along the edge of the field, would appear to be an earlier feature. (Photo no. 29) The enclosure is defined by grassy banks with large stones, within which is a square ditch then a level platform.  Although it adjoins the drystone dyke to its SW, it is more likely to have been crossed by the dyke and its stones robbed out on the other side.

3. Abertarff, Motte at NH 380 080, SMR no. NH30NE0013 Only the general location of this archaeological site is given, and it is recorded as having been razed in 1228. Without further information, it would be impossible to locate this.

4. Kilwhimen Burial Ground at NH 3781 0801, SMR no. NH30NE0002 The burial ground, still in use, occupies a low, level rise between the water meadows adjoining the River Tarff and the bank up to the higher, well-drained fields. There is no church there now, nor was there one as far back as 1630 but this would appear to be the ideal location for early settlement. (Photo no. 30) as indicated on Roy’s Military Survey map of the 1750s. The low ground towards the river would have been poorly drained until 19th century land improvements, and it is unlikely that any archaeological remains of settlement would be located there.

5. Market Stance at NH 3775 0812 Local tradition is that this field is the site of the market stance back ‘in the time of Oliver Cromwell’ If this is the case, there are unlikely to be any surviving archaeological features, but it is of interest in that it indicates that in approximately the17th century, this was open ground and not part of Kilwhimen township. (Photo no. 31)

6. Mill site at NH 3777 0800 The more recent building is on the site of a former meal mill, of which only the lade is now visible, crossing the garden of the modern house above and dropping down the bank.

7. Convent Boundary Wall at NH 3748 0833 This wall is a continuation of a wall of the same construction running along the public road by the old convent, and would appear to be the original boundary wall of all land connected with the convent, including a small graveyard set in what is now mature woodland. The wall is constructed of mortared river pebbles and stands over 2m high (Photo no. 32)

8. Market Hill at NH 3760 0845 The 1st edition OS map indicates a cluster of buildings at the top of the hill. This area is now covered by more recent housing, although some features of the original settlement may survive within the woodland. The name market hill is presumed to refer to the market stance to the west.

9. Railway line at NH 3734 0820 Originally the Fort William to Fort Augustus Section of the Highland Line, terminating at the pier on Loch Ness where passengers took a steamer to Inverness. This feature is now returning to the landscape, being incorporated into gardens and fields, and is only visible from the ground where there are embankments or cuttings and the remains of bridges and culverts.

10. Glen Albyn, Hut Circles and Field System at NH 369 082, SMR no. NH30NE0011 These features are located on the present golf course where considerable landscaping has taken place in the making of greens and bunkers. No visible remains of this site were noted. This is also the site of the market stance as indicated on the 1st edition OS  map.

11. Torr a’ Choiltreich, settlement at NH 3680 0880 Within the rough ground to the south of the golf course are features associated with pre-improvement settlement, including tracks, turf dykes and field clearance cairns. These probably equate to the small settlement indicated next to the river on Roy’s Military Survey of the 1750s, which must have been considerably removed during construction of the canal.

The conclusion on the potential impact of the cable route on the archaeological record was as follows:

Of all the archaeological sites or areas of potential archaeological interest listed above,  not all should be seen as constraints on the choice of route or method of construction on the power line route. It is recommended that the following sites or areas be avoided, particularly by an underground route:

Site 24, Borlum Farm, sheepfold and enclosure

Site 26, Kilwhimen Burial Ground and possible site of former settlement. Where the low fields bordering on the river are considered to be without archaeological interest, the site of the burial ground and the higher ground behind it should be avoided as this area might contain hidden archaeological features

Site 28, Mill and Lade

Site 32, Glen Albyn, Hut Circles and field systems. Although the landscaping of the golf course is considered to have removes most of the visible evidence of this site, there may still be archaeological features underground. These are not considered to extend as far as the track running below Torr a’ Choiltreach

Site 33, Torr a’ Choiltreich, Settlement features. These are all far enough to the west of the track for this to be a viable choice for the power line route

The other features listed above are either not likely to be adversely affected or not adequately located to require consideration in the planning of the power line route. Some features, such as the former railway line or the convent grounds wall, will possibly be locally damaged, but are large linear features whose entire survival would not be required.

2.0 Brief for archaeological work at Glendoe Hydro Scheme (IN-03-459)

This brief, produced as a condition of planning consent for the hydro scheme, made the following statement on the background to the specifications of archaeological work to be carried out before or during construction of the scheme:

The proposed development, in places, will impact on cultural heritage features – as identified in the Environmental Statement and Addendum.  The required archaeological mitigation work involves initial further desk-based study; the marking-out of sites to be avoided during construction; limited detailed survey of features that will be impacted; and an archaeological Watching Brief in two specified areas.    A watching brief enables any such discoveries to be recorded quickly and efficiently as they appear with minimum delay or disruption to the development. 

The proposed route of the buried cable connection between Auchterawe and Glendoe is covered by the following statement:

Watching Brief

In two specific locations – namely within the Area of Archaeological Sensitivity (Fig. 14b, Vol. 2 of the Environmental Statement) and along the proposed route of the power line from the power station to Auchterawe, an archaeological Watching Brief should be conducted during all site ground-works operations.  The watching brief will be conducted by the Archaeological Contractor so that any finds or features of importance can be recorded to professional standards. 

The following is a breakdown of the cable route into sections or features and an analysis of the potential outcome of an archaeological watching brief in each section. The aim is to identify target areas where there is a greater likelihood of archaeological features or deposits being disturbed or damaged by ground breaking work associated with the excavation of a cable trench, and to identify areas which are considered archaeologically sterile due to modern development or which have a low potential for archaeology due to the unsuitability of land for settlement or cultivation.

This breakdown runs from east to west. Sections 1-6 are within the area of Stage 1. work, sections 7-9 are within Stage 2.

1. General Wade’s Military Road: sections from NH 3905 0852 to NH 3992 0900. A watching brief is recommended along this section to enable the investigation of the structure and material of the road, and of associated features such as culverts, bridges, contemporary borrow pits, etc.

2. Wooded slopes from NH 3863 0842 to NH 3905 0852. These steep slopes , now afforested, are indicated as lightly wooded in the 19th century and uncultivated on Roy’s survey. There is no indication that any settlement or land use has been located here, and a watching brief is not recommended for this section.

3. Low-lying ground north and east of the river from NH 3780 0818 to NH 3863 0852. This ground is now drained and cultivated but was not under cultivation at the time of Roy’s military survey. Until major drainage works in the 19th century it is likely to have been waterlogged and unsuitable for settlement or agriculture. A watching brief is not recommended in this section.

4. Market Stance from NH 3764 0820 to NH 3778 0816. This low lying ground is located between the river and the higher ground now occupied by the burial ground, formerly occupied by the original settlement of Kilwhimen, as recorded on Roy’s survey. The corn grounds of Kilwhimen were to the south and west of the township, also on higher ground. Until major drainage works in the 19th century this section is likely to have been seasonally waterlogged and unsuitable for settlement or agriculture. Local tradition places a market stance here ‘at the time of Oliver Cromwell’, indicating that it was common ground. It is unlikely that there would have been any permanent structures associated with the market stance. There is the possibility of chance finds of coins, etc associated with trading activities, but as the field has been improved and ploughed for up to 200 years, most such finds will have been brought to the surface or moved out of context. A watching brief along this section may produce information about the early modern market stance.

5. Road verge from NH 37360820 to NH 3764 0820. The A82 roadside, which is pavemented and bordered by housing, and the verge of the minor road leading to the burial ground are both considered to be disturbed ground where no archaeological features will have survived. A watching brief is not recommended in this section

6. Railway crossing at NH 3733 0820. Embankment of the Fort William to Fort Augustus section of the Highland Line, opened in 1903 and closed in 1933. A watching brief here may produce information about the construction of the trackway. However, the line is a long feature, mostly surviving undisturbed although neglected, all of which would be available for detailed study.

7. Trackway below golf course from NH 3668 0778 to NH 3733 0820. North and west of the cable route, the archaeological evaluation noted the following recorded sites:

· Site 32, Glen Albyn, Hut Circles and field systems. Although the landscaping of the golf course is considered to have removes most of the visible evidence of this site, there may still be archaeological features underground. These are not considered to extend as far as the track running below Torr a’ Choiltreach

· Site 33, Torr a’ Choiltreich, Settlement features. These are all far enough to the west of the track for this to be a viable choice for the power.

          A combination of landscaping for the golf course and ground disturbance in the building of the trackway make it unlikely that any associated archaeological features would survive along the cable route, particularly if the cable is laid within the trackway itself. A watching brief is not recommended along this section.

8. Canal crossing from NH 3641 0772 to NH 3668 0778. The Caledonian Canal is  a Scheduled Ancient Monument and any work within the Scheduled Area requires Scheduled Monument Consent from Historic Scotland, together with an agreed  methodology  which would probably include an archaeological watching brief. It is recommended that archaeological work here complies with the recommendations of Historic Scotland.

9.  Forested hill slopes from Auchterawe to River Oich, from NH 3566 0838. There is no indication from aerial photographs, cartographic or documentary evidence, that there has been settlement or cultivation along this section. The area has now been ploughed and afforested. A watching brief is not recommended in this section.

Summary of Analysis

Two sections were been identified as having known archaeological interest, and it was recommended that a watching brief  be carried out at these locations:

· Section 1. General Wade’s military road

· Section 8. Crossing of Caledonian Canal

Two sections were identified as having potential minor archaeological interest. An archaeological watching brief  was considered potentially useful.

· Section 4. Market Stance

· Section 6.  Railway bank

Five sections were identified as being unlikely to have any archaeological interest, and a watching brief was not recommended for these sections:

· Section 2. Wooded slopes above Loch Ness

· Section 3. Low lying ground

· Section 5. Road Verge

· Section 7. Trackway below golf course.

· Section 9. Forested hill slopes below Auchterawe

Subsequent to this analysis, features associated with the early hydro-electric scheme constructed by the monks of Fort Augustus Abbey were added as an area which should be monitored to prevent any accidental damage to the archaeological and historical record.

The following sections were removed from the list of requiring an archaeological watching brief :

· Section 8. Crossing of Caledonian Canal: The points of entry and areas of work for the tunnel under the canal and river were outwith the Scheduled area of the canal, and sufficiently distant  to avoid any accidental damage

· Section 4. Market Stance. This section of the cable laying runs along the road verge and does not enter the area of the stance which may contain archaeological remains or artefacts

· Section 6. Railway . The point of crossing of the railway was eventually fixed as across a section of the railway which is not built up as an embankment, but runs flush with the present ground level. The area has been considerably degraded by its use as a dump for earth, rubble and materials from the adjacent new built house. It was therefore felt that there would be no archaeological remains associated with the railway surviving in situ and that there would be no value in carrying out a watching brief.
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