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1.0 Executive Summary

5% Trial trenching was carried out in advance of a small-scale development of a dwelling and chalets  at Culmill, Kiltarlity. An infilled trench, probably of late 19th or 20th century date and associated with drainage was the only archaeological feature revealed.

2.0 Background

A brief for archaeological work was produced as a condition of planning consent for the development, which consists of three holiday let chalets, one dwelling, an utilities shed an a temporary caravan site, with access roads and services. The archaeological investigation is considered necessary as the development lies in an area where there is the potential for the survival of unrecorded buried remains. The development could therefore impact on valuable features of archaeological importance. The object of the evaluation is to identify these possible features before ground-breaking work commences, to inform a re-design of the development, if possible, to avoid these features or, if this is not possible, excavation and recording of features and a further watching brief on ground breaking work.
3.0 Method

This evaluation consists of two elements:

· Desk-based assessment: a check of all relevant archaeological and historical records, maps, aerial photographs and databases, in order to build up a picture of land use and settlement within the area of evaluation from earliest times to the present day
· Trial Trenching: a programme of trial trenching of at least 5% of the development area, carried out under the supervision of the archaeological contractor.
4.0 Archaeological Background

Aerial photographs of the area taken in favourable conditions in the summer of 1996 led to the identification, from crop marks, of a number of new, potential prehistoric sites. These, together with previously recorded sites, indicate an intense level of land use, settlement, ritual and burial from the Neolithic period. However, no sites are recorded within the area of development, and, particularly, the 1996 aerial photographs did not locate any possible sites here.
The following recorded prehistoric sites are within the vicinity of the development. These are indicated on Location Plan 1.

1. Circular palisaded  enclosure at NH 5160 4097

      SMR no. NH54SW0139

      Noted from 1996 air photographs, but not investigated

2.   Palisaded enclosure at NH 516 404

      SMR no. NH54SW0119

            Noted from 1996 air photographs, but not investigated

3. Settlement, possible at NH517 403

SMR no. NH54SW0120
      Noted from 1996 air photographs, but not investigated

4. Uaigh Gillechunne, Cist at NH 5117 4175

SMR no. NH54SW0005

5. Enclosure, pit, circle at NH 513 4175

SMR no. NH54SW0063

      Noted from 1996 air photographs, but not investigated

6. Belladrum South, chambered cairn at NH 5160 4158

SMR no. NH54SW0008

      7.  Clach Bhan, cup marks at NH 5031 3991
The following mediaeval and post-mediaeval sites are located only 400m north of the development area and indicate the continuing religious and judicial importance of this area:

      8.  Kiltarlity and Convinth Parish church, burial ground at NH 5127 4137

           SMR no. NH54SW1600

      9. Tomnacross, Tom na Croiseige, Motte, ‘seat of judgement’ at NH 5127 4134

           SMR no. NH54SW0007

5.0 Site Description

The area of the development covers 4.04 acres and lies to the south and west of a straightened stream which is the tailrace of the mill at Culmill and which formerly led to further mills downstream. The stream is tree-lined, the remains of deliberate 19th century planting along field boundaries as indicated on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map. The ground falls fairly steeply north to the course of the stream, with approximately 7m difference in height between the north corner by the road and the high point along the west boundary. The ground is improved field with sown grass, the fence divisions are recent. There are no platforms, banks or hollows which might indicate sub-surface archaeological features. To the north and west, along the road, are recent housing developments. (Photos 1,2 3)
6.0 Trial Trenching

Apart from Trench 1, which was designed to give an overall picture of soil strata down the field slope, trenches were placed to investigate only the areas most likely to have contained archaeological features, ie the more level ground and not the steeper slopes. Five locations were investigated, as follows:(see Plan 3) 
Trench 1. This trench ran NE down the slope of the hill from the top boundary to the stream, starting at NH 51213 40859. The general soil profile was:

a. Turf

b. Plough soil, pale brown and stony c. 30cm in depth and containing small quantities of charcoal, approximately 2-3 flecks per square metre, notably immediately above the interface with the subsoil

c. Subsoil, orange and sandy (Photos 4, 5)
The trench ran across a wet depression which was probably originally a natural pond, draining NW and infilled with topsoil. The original depth of this depression was not determined

Trench 2. This trench investigated the roughly level area of a slight knoll which rises between the general line of the slope and the stream, and dropped to the west to cross the probable outflow from the former pond investigated in trench 1. It ran from NH 51244 40896 to NH 51219 40915. The general soil profile was similar to trench 1, with 20cm of pale topsoil overlying a clean yellow subsoil. Where the trench crossed the possible outflow, a concentration of cobbles of mixed sizes up to 30cm in diameter was noted (Photo 6). These are interpreted as infill of wet ground during field improvement
Trench 3. This trench ran from NH 91243 40920 to NH 51234 40932 and investigated the north side of the roughly level area of a slight knoll which rises between the general line of the slope and the stream, north of Trench 2. The soil profile was similar and no features or anomalies were noted

Trench 4. This trench ran NE from NH 51176 40915 and investigated the level ground at the top of the rise. The soil profile was similar to previous trenches and no features or anomalies were noted.

Trench 5. This trench ran NW from NH 51165 40956 to investigate the level ground at the top of the rise. A V-shaped cut, infilled with subsoil was located (Photos 7,8,9 and cover). The sides of the cut were very sharp (Photo 7) and the infilling began only 10cm below the present ground level (Photo 8), so it is concluded that this was a relatively recent event, most likely to insert some form of field drain although none was located. The cut was followed by trenching NE down the slope (Cover photo) and it was found to follow a straight line to the stream
7.0 Summary of Results
The location of two archaeological features, one identified as a recent insertion of a land drain and one as the infilling of a wet patch during field improvement, indicates that the sampling of the area was accurate and that the only previous activity in the area has been related to agricultural improvement and dates to the 19th or 20th century.

Appendix 1. Data Sources

The following sources were consulted for the desk-based assessment:

· Highland Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) held by the Archaeology Unit at Highland Council in Inverness

· National Monuments Record for Scotland (NMRS) held by the RCAHMS in Edinburgh

· Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh

Appendix 2. Photographic Record

Cover:  Trench 5, following line of infilled cut down to the stream, view from SW. The interface between the pale subsoil infill and the darker ploughsoil is visible on the right side of the trench
1. General view of site from East corner, showing rising ground from stream and housing development to north

2. General view of site from north corner

3. General view of site from south corner. Line of trees on the right follow the stream/lade.

4. Trench 1: topsoil removed to show clean subsoil

5. Trench 1. Soil profile showing topsoil and subsoil.

6. Trench 2. Cobbles infilling wet outflow from former pond in trench 1.

7. Trench 5. pale white subsoil infill and red-orange undisturbed upper subsoil indicating south edge of cut. View from SE
8. Trench 5, section of cut showing infill rises to immediately below turf. View from NE

9. Trench 5, larger section showing cut through red-orange subsoil to lower, grey-white subsoil layer which has been used for infill.
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Plan 3. Location of Trenches
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