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Introduction

The author was asked by Earth Tech Engineering Ltd to carry out an archaeological evaluation, consisting of a desk-based assessment and walk-over survey of areas to be affected by water main refurbishments between Tullich Muir and Barbaraville in Easter Ross. The object of the evaluation was to locate previously recorded archaeological sites and areas of archaeological interest, and identify previously unrecorded features in the vicinity of the routes of water main refurbishments, which might be adversely affected by the present work, and to recommend measures to mitigate the impact of the project on the archaeological record. Any decisions on further archaeological work based on these recommendations, will be made in consultation with the Senior Archaeologist in charge of the project at Highland Council.

Desk-Based Assessment

The following resources were consulted during the desk-based assessment:

Highland Sites and Monuments Record, held by the Archaeology Unit at Highland Council in Inverness

RCAHMS database, ‘CANMORE’

1st edition Ordnance Survey map

Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland

Archaeological Background

In 1992-3, geophysical survey carried out by GUARD and trial excavation carried out by CFA prior to the realignment of the A9 between Broomhill and Logie Easter revealed a number of archaeological features dating to several distinct phases of activity, including sherds of pottery of a broadly prehistoric type in a ditch fill, pre-recent field systems, and a range of features including cairns, pits, post-holes and small charcoal-filled scrapes.

This concentration of archaeological features revealed by excavation suggests that the entire coastal strip of improved agricultural land may be equally rich in pre-Improvement archaeological sites, many of which will not be visible either on the ground or on aerial photographs, and therefore cannot be predicted on the basis of available database and archive material.

Walk-Over Survey

This was carried out on 28.1.03 in wet, wintry conditions but with adequate visibility.

The Archaeological Sites

The following archaeological sites were noted during the evaluation. Comments on protection or monitoring are given in italics after each site description

1. Tullich Muir, Croft House at NH 7328 7391. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map indicates a probable croft house at this location, with a square enclosure attached to the NE and a well between this and the edge of Tullich Wood. This was presumably one of a number of small holdings on Tullich Muir, togerther with the existing  cottages and other buildings also indicated on the early OS map

These features appear to have been completely and deliberately removed in order to improve the field, and can be presumed not to have survived as an archaeological site. No further action is considered necessary.

2. Kindeace Burn, Cottage at NH 7340 7332. A derelict, roofed cottage and byre, with interesting internal features such as an internal wattle and daub partition of the Easter Ross form known as ‘kebber and mott’

As a substantial standing building, this feature is unlikely to be affected by present project, although care should be taken not to undermine the walls, which probably do not rest on foundations. It is assumed that the water main will pass between the building and the road, in the fairly narrow verge.

3. Priesthill, Manse and Glebe at NH 732 728, SMR no. NH77SW0018. Placename evidence only: ‘a pre-reformation manse and glebe were here’ possibly connected with the pre-Reformation chapel at Delny. Any early buildings are likely to be under the present farmhouse and buildings.

There is too little documented evidence here to predict the existence of archaeological features along the water main route, which skirts around the existing buildings. Probably any further archaeological monitoring would be unfruitful.

4. Kindeace Burn, Sluices, millpond, lade at NH 7335 7262. As indicated on the 1st edition OS map, the lade running SE from the millpond was divided at this point into two channels with a second sluice. Both channels originally ran down to Delny. The upper channel is still visible but dry and grassy while the lower, west channel carries the Kindeace Burn. It can be seen in places to be rubble lined. There is no visible trace of the sluice, nor is the point where the channels divide clear under the vegetation cover

Some damage will be done to these features by the insertion of the water main, but no further monitoring or protection is considered necessary.

5. Delny, Chapel, Manor House, Motte

St Mary’s Chapel and Graveyard at NH 734 723, SMR no. NH77SW0003 Documentary evidence only:’There was a chapel of St Mary at Delny’ with a description in the first Statistical Account

Homestead/Moat at NH 734 723, SMR no. NH77SW0021

Documentary evidence only: Formerly a residence of the earls of Ross, ‘Our manor house of Delny’ mentioned in a 15th century charter. This is considered likely to have been a wet moated site similar to David’s Fort at Conon Bridge.

These features are considered to lie under the present 19th century farm buildings and house.

The proposed route of the water main follows the edge of the access track. Although some trace of the mediaeval features is considered to be visible, it is not alongside this track. An archaeological Watching Brief, however, may be necessary to ascertain whether any early features are located west of the burn.

6. Upper Tullich, buildings at NH 7385 7332. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map indicates a number of probable croft houses along this track as well as the two which are still occupied.One building is indicated just south of the track at NH 7385 7332 in what is now waste ground between the track and the ploughed area of the field. This was not located and may have been entirely removed to facilitate ploughing. The track itself appears to have been straightened from its 1880 alignment.

The proposed water main route does not pass directly through any of the sites of 19th century cottages, and no further monitoring or protection is necessary for these features.

7. Rhives, cropmarks at NH 744 734, SMR no. NH77SW0014. Cropmarks have been noted in the improved field west of Rhives.

At this point the water main passes along a track below the field containing the cropmarks, and these features will not be affected.

8. Rhives, Track at NH 7430 7335 A former access track to Rhives, this route is overgrown and appears to be redundant. It is slightly sunken and bounded to the north by a ditch and to the south by a drystone retaining dyke, surviving intermittently.

No further monitoring or protection is considered necessary for this feature.

9. Lower Tullich, Free Church at NH 7420 7282, NMRS no. NH77SW 3. This building has been demolished and its site is now occupied by modern housing.

No further monitoring or protection is considered necessary for this feature.

10. Balavack, farm cottage at NH 7413 7248 A derelict but substantial roofed cottage and outbuildings.

This building will be unaffected by the present project.

11. Barbaraville, cropmark at NH 746 723, SMR no. NH77SW0007. Cropmarks have been previously noted in the field to the west of Barbaraville

At this point the water main route passes along the north road verge, and these cropmarks will be unaffected.

Conclusions and Recommendations

As was anticipated after the desk-based assessment, no pre-modern archaeological features were located during the walk-over survey. A small number of 19th century agricultural features were located, but possibly more significant were the 19th century buildings which have entirely disappeared on the ground, probably after deliberate demolition.

Recommendations have been given above for the protection of visible archaeological features, but the question remains of the survival of features not visible on the surface, which may be revealed and damaged during excavation of the pipeline trench. The most likely locations for the survival of these features is in open fields, even where modern ploughing will have removed the upper layers. It may be considered useful for archaeological watching briefs to be carried out along these sections. Four such sections were noted:

1. Upper Tullich between NH 7392 7338 and NH 7420 7342

2. Priesthill Cottage, between NH 7285 7306 and NH 7300 7296
3. Delny, between NH 7335 7262 and NH 7339 7232
4. Lower Tullich, between NH 7410 7282 and NH 7421 7264
The rest of the areas of water main refurbishments run along tracks and road verges, along the edges of fields or close to buildings and are unlikely to cross undisturbed archaeological features.
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