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Introduction

This report is for an archaeological desktop and rapid walkover survey for a Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) conducted by the author for Bowlts Chartered Surveyors on behalf of Pat Wilsons Farms Kinlochewe for Leckie by Kinlochbervie, Highland.
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Figure 1 - Site Location 1:250,000
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Figure 2 - Site Location 1:50,000
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Objectives

A rapid walkover survey was conducted to identify those archaeological sites that lie in the area of the proposed Woodland Grant Scheme. (See map 3 – scale 1:10,000) This followed on a desktop survey of records held in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, the National Monuments Record of Scotland and Highland Council Archives and to follow the specification of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit (See enclosed).

Results

Currently no archaeological sites are recorded in the Highland Sites and Monuments Record or the National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database to the area of the WGS, though a number of sites are recorded to its edge or situated close by. 

Weather on the day of fieldwork (May 8th 2003) was partly cloudy with heavy rain and a few sunny periods. A walkover was only made of part of the area of the proposed 230 hectares WGS accessible, full access was not possible due to burns being in full spate, giving problems for access. (Both grid references and height above sea level were obtained using a Garmin II Plus GPS) Results are as follows:

Recommendations are given after each site.

HSMR – Highland Sites and Monuments Record

NMRS – National Monuments Record of Scotland

N/a – not available

1 – Leckie

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 09959/64264

Type – Sheepfold

Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps as ‘stell’. Marked on NH06SE 1:10,560 of 1968 as sheepfold. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4054) as circular enclosure. Visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Walkover reveals round enclosure with entrance to SSW with internal diameter of 12m with walls up to 0.7m thick and 1m high. Small stretch of wall running to SW for 8m. Below – View facing NE – scale 2m.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site. 
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2 – Innis Sheilach

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1042/6419

Type – Sheepfold

Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps as ‘fank’. Marked on NH16SW 1:10,560 of 1968 as sheepfold. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4053) as circular enclosure. Visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 35) as ‘applies to an old shealing situated 2 miles S of ‘An Laman’. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: Willows Shealing’.

Walkover reveals round enclosure with entrance to SSW with internal diameter of 11.5m with walls up to 0.7m thick and 1.2m high. Small stretch of wall running to SW for 12m with small lamb pen attached.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.

Top – View of sheepfold facing NE – scale 2m. Bottom – Detail of lamb pen scales 1m facing W.
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3 – Innis Sheilach

HSMR – NH16SW 1

NMRS – NH16SW 1

Grid Ref: - NH 106/643

Type – Enclosure

Recorded in NMRS and HSMR of ‘an enclosure is depicted on the 1st edition OS (Ross 1881 sheet 72) and on the current edition OS 1:10,560 of 1967’. Possibly visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4053). Marked as sheepfold on 2nd edition OS of 1905 (sheet 72). Visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 35) as ‘applies to an old shealing situated 2 miles S of ‘An Laman’. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: Willows Shealing’.

Walkover reveals site to be a turf banked rectangular enclosure open on riverside (possibly eroded).

Site is outside area of WGS – no recommendations to be made.

4 – Innis Fraoich

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1139/6449

Type – Sheepfold

Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps as ‘fank’. Marked on NH16SW 1:10,560 of 1968 as sheepfold. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4052) as circular enclosure. Visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 35) as ‘old shealing situated a short distance E of ‘Innis Sheilach’. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: Heath Shealing’.

Site is outside area of WGS – no recommendations to be made.
5 – Doire Giubhais

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1135/6415

Type – Sheepfold

Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps as ‘stell’. Marked on NH16SW 1:10,560 of 1968 as sheepfold. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4052) as sub rectangular enclosure. Visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 48) as ‘applies to a hillside situated close to Loch a’ Bhuie Chaine. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: fir grove’.

Walkover not possible due to difficulty of access.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.

6 – Lub an Aithan

HSMR – NH16SW 2

NMRS – NH16SW 2

Grid Ref: - NH 1264/6452

Type – Shielings (possible)

Recorded in NMRS and HSMR of ‘what may be an unroofed shieling hut is depicted on the 1st edition OS (Ross 1881 sheet 72). Two unroofed buildings are shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,560 map of 1967’. Single unroofed building is depicted on 2nd edition OS of 1905 (sheet 72). One rectangular structure aligned E-W is visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4050). Not visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 37) as ‘applies to a piece of pasture situated close to Airdh Loisgle. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: bend of the small ford’.

Site is outside of WGS – no recommendations to be made.

7 – Leckie

HSMR – NH06SE 7

NMRS – NH06SE

Grid Ref: - NH 097/645

Type – Township

Recorded in NMRS and HSMR of ‘a township of 4 roofed, 2 unroofed, 2 enclosures, a fank and 2 fields is depicted on the 1st edition OS (Ross 1881, sheet 71). 3 roofed buildings, a field and some field walls are shown on the current OS 1:10,560 of 1968’.

A possible watercolour sketch of Leckie dated to the 1840’s is held in the NMRS in an album entitled ‘West Highland Album’. The artist is unknown. (NMRS SK/1) 

The description made by the NMRS as part of the 1st edition Survey is in error as the 1st edition OS only shows 4 roofed buildings and 2 enclosures with 1 building by burn marked as fank with adjacent ford marked as stepping stones. (Author’s own comment).

The 2nd edition OS of 1905 (sheet 71) shows only 2 roofed buildings with 2 enclosures, with roofed building by burn still named as a fank. Site should be classified as a farmstead not a township.

2 roofed buildings and 2 square enclosures visible on aerial photographs of 1950 (4054 & 4053). 1 single roofed building and a length of wall visible by burn with adjacent enclosure. Latest OS aerial photograph (124) of 1989 shows 1 roofed 1 unroofed building with building at burn also unroofed.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 17) as ‘applies to two houses situate about 2 miles E of the Heights of Kinlochewe. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch’. 

Walkover reveals 1 house (still roofed in fair condition with 2nd roofless. Rectangular enclosure to front, number of clearance cairns in surrounding area. Building by burn is roofless with stone walled fank.

Site is outside area of WGS – no recommendations to be made.

Over – General view of Leckie facing NE.

Over – Detail of ruined house facing N.
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8 – Lub an Aithan

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 127/644

Type – Enclosure (possible)

Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition OS maps or on 1:10,560 of 1968. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (4049) as fence-line or wall forming rectangular enclosure with burn to N and E forming 2 sides. Possibly associated with site 6. Visible on aerial photograph of 1989 as small section of wall running E-W along southern edge.

Walkover not possible due to difficulty of access.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.

9 – Doire Guibhais

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1116/6400

Type – Possible Structure

Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition OS maps or on 1:10,560 OS map of 1968. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (3053) as possible rectangular structure in area of cleared ground. Not visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 48) as ‘applies to a hillside situated close to Loch a’ Bhuie Chaine. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: fir grove’.

Walkover not possible due to difficulty of access.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.

10 – Doire Guibhais

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1113/6415

Type – Possible Rectangular structure

Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition OS maps or on 1:10,560 OS map of 1968. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 (3053) as possible rectangular structure in area of cleared ground. Not visible on aerial photograph of 1989.

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 48) as ‘applies to a hillside situated close to Loch a’ Bhuie Chaine. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: fir grove’.

Walkover not possible due to difficulty of access.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.

11 – Airdh Loisgle

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 1247/6469

Type – Sheepfold

Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps as ‘stell’. Marked on NH16SW 1:10,560 of 1968 as sheepfold. Visible on aerial photograph of 1950 as circular enclosure. Possibly associated with site 6. 

Noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 35) as ‘old shealing situated ¾ of a mile NE of Innis Fraoich. The Property of Sir K McKenzie of Gairloch. Sig: Burnt Shealing’.

Site is outside area of WGS – no recommendations to be made.
12 – Innis Sheilach

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 10444/64138 to NH 10459/64128

Type – Wall

Small stretch of wall running E-w by Innis Sheilach burn of turf and stone up to 8m high, though denuded in sections.

Site to be excluded from WGS with 20m being left open around site.
Over – View of wall facing NE – scale 2m.
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Conclusions

Most of the sites relate to former post-medieval agricultural activity, especially that they lie in the former route to the farm of Strathcromble (situated to the east at NH 1345/6457 centred). The track to Strathcromble is depicted on the 1st edition OS of 1880 but not marked on the 2nd edition of 1905. Strathcromble is noted in the Ordnance Survey Name Book (page 42) as ‘applies to a small shepherd’s house situated about a mile S of ‘Beinn nan Ramh. The property of Sir E McKenzie of Klcoy’.

Most of the area of the proposed WGS is on a north-facing slope of heather and small patches of grass. It is likely that most archaeological sites lie on the opposite side of the river (on the south facing slope) where it is more sheltered and where all the farmsteads in this area of Strath Chrombule are located.

A further walkover survey will be conducted when site access conditions are more suitable.
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