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Introduction

This report is for an archaeological desktop and rapid walkover survey for a Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) conducted by the author for Tilhill Forestry Ltd for 140 hectares at Ben Tarvie, by Dornoch, Highland.

The fieldwork was conducted on June 13th 2003.
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Figure 1 - Site Location – Area of Interest within Box
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Cover: View of Londuie Farm (site 1) facing East.

Figure 2 – Map of Scheme 1:10,000

(Area in yellow to be excluded from planting)
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Figure 3 – Archaeological Sites 1:10,000
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Figure 4 – Ordnance Survey Map of 1907 (revised 1904/5)
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Objectives

A rapid walkover survey was conducted to identify those archaeological sites that lie in the area of the proposed Woodland Grant Scheme. This followed on a desktop survey of records held in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, the National Monuments Record of Scotland and Highland Council Archives and to follow the specification of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit (See enclosed).

Results

Currently 2 archaeological sites are recorded in the Highland Sites and Monuments Record or the National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database to the area of the WGS. 

A number of additional sites are shown on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1907 (see figure 4). The 2nd edition Os is similar to the 1st edition of 1879. The next revision of the area occurred in 1966. Aerial photographic coverage to the area held by Highland Council Archaeology Unit was limited.

Recommendations are given after each site. Areas of exclusion follow recommendations of the Forestry Commission Guidelines (1995).

Weather on the day of fieldwork (June 13th 2003) was partly cloudy with sunny periods. A rapid walkover was made of all areas of the proposed 140 hectares WGS accessible. (Both grid references and height above sea level were obtained using a Garmin II Plus GPS) Results are as follows:

HSMR – Highland Sites and Monuments Record

NMRS – National Monuments Record of Scotland

N/a – not available

1 – Leathad na Seamraig

HSMR – NH79NW 43

NMRS – NH79NW 42

Grid Ref: - NH 745/951

Type – Farmstead

Site is recorded in HSMR and NMRS of ‘a farmstead comprising 1 unroofed and 2 roofed buildings and an enclosure is depicted on 1st edition OS (Sutherland sheet 109). 2 unroofed buildings are depicted on current OS 1:10,560 of 1969’.

2 roofed building’s are depicted on 2nd edition OS of 1907 (see figure 4) and named as Londuie. 

Site is not recorded as Londuie in the Ordnance Survey Name Book or the County Valuation Rolls. Recorded as Londuie in the Census returns for 1851 and 1861. In 1851 2 households are recorded whilst for 1861 only 1. (See appendix 1) Site is not recorded in Sutherland Estate Papers for period 1802-16 (Adam, 1972).

Walkover reveals 2 buildings to edge of track with 1 building lying in area of proposed WGS. Building to E which lies in area of WGS is of a house with 2 compartments on each end aligned NW-SE 22m x 5m with walls 0.65m wide and up to 2.5m high. Porch to centre of house, 1 window survives to rear of house as well as fireplace with cast-iron surround in SE gable. Building is of large angular rubble. 2nd building to W is L shaped overall 11m x 17m partly demolished of small angular rubble with walls 0.6m wide and up to 3m high.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site.
Photo 2 – View of Farm facing NW – scale 2m

Photo 3 – Detail of fireplace within building facing E – Scale 2m
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2 – Loch Tarvie

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75657/95565

Type – Building

Site is depicted as single roofed building on 1st edition OS of 1879, marked as unroofed with enclosure to SE on 2nd edition OS of 1907 (see figure 4). Marked as unroofed on OS map of 1969 (revised 1966) and on latest OS map. Site is visible as unroofed rectangular structure on aerial photograph of 1947 (3078).

Walkover reveals rectangular building at 420ft aligned E-W 10.5m x 5m with walls 0.5m wide and up to 1.5m high of large angular rubble. Possible associated structure at NH 75645/95537 1.5mNS x 2m EW of possible clamp kiln.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site.

Photo 3 – View of building facing NE – scale 2m
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3 – Loch Tarvie or Loch an Tairibh

HSMR – NH79NE 63

NMRS – NH79NE 50

Grid Ref: - NH 751/957

Type – Farmstead

Site is recorded in HSMR and NMRS of ‘a farmstead comprising 3 unroofed buildings is depicted on 1st edition OS (Sutherland sheet 109) and on current OS 1:10,000 of 1971’. Only the L shaped building of 2 structures is marked on 2nd edition OS of 1907 (see figure 4). L shaped building is visible as unroofed structure on aerial photograph of 1947 (3078) as is small building to E with traces of boundary walls surrounding. Buildings centred at NH 75183/95780.

Walkover reveals three buildings to comprise of the following:

A – NH 75236/95782 at 455ft aligned E-W 8m x 4.5m cut into bank on N side with walls 0.7m wide and up to 1m high. Later lambing pen built into NE corner of 3m x 3m. Enclosure wall running from SE corner S for 16m then running E for c12m 0.6m wide, trace of bank to NW corner running E for c12m but no sign of return at E. Clearance cairn at NH 75243/95775 2m in diameter against enclosure wall.

B – NH 75184/95776 (centred) long building aligned E-W of 3 compartments built into N bank. Building overall is 22m x 4.5m with walls up to 0.9m wide and up to 1m high. 2 small clearance cairns in front of house 2m in diameter.

C – NH 75178/95767 aligned N-S 10m x 4m with walls 0.8m thick and up to 0.8m high. Adjoining to W heather covered banked enclosure 10m EW x 16m NW of 2m wide and up to 1m high. (See sketch plan below)

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site. No planting to occur between structures.
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Top - Photo 4 – View of building A facing E – scales 1m.

Middle – Photo 5 – View of building C facing S – scales 1m.

Bottom – Photo 6 – View of building B facing E.
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4 – Ben Tarvie

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 74666/95665

Type – Farmstead, Kiln

Farmstead of a group of 3 buildings marked on 1:10,560 of 1969 (revised 1966) not marked on 1st or 2nd edition OS maps.

Walkover reveals four structures to comprise of the following:

A – NH 74644/95699 open-ended structure aligned N-S 4m x 2.5m and up to 0.5m high built into bank.

B – NH 74685/95660 rectangular building aligned NW-SE with 2 compartments to each end. Building overall is 15m x 4.5m with walls 0.8m wide and up to 0.3m high. Central structure has entrance to S and N, with 7.5m internal length.

C – NH 74671/95675 T Plan shaped building with porch on S side. Aligned NW-SE 18m x 4.5m with walls 0.7m wide and up to 1m high (especially at NW where it is built into a bank), porch to front is 3m x 3.5m. Building is partly denuded by erosion with no visible entrance.

D – NH 74666/95625 kiln aligned N-S by small burn. Bowl of kiln to N has overall diameter of 4m with internal diameter of 1.7m and 1.2m in height (very well preserved). Rectangular structure to S is 4m x 3.2m with walls 0.7m wide and up to 0.7m high.

All buildings were clearly visible due to heather having been burnt off.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site. No planting to occur between structures.
Photo 7 – View of structure A facing NW – scales 1m
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Top - Photo 8 – View of building B facing SE – scales 1m.

Middle – Photo 9 – View of building C facing NW – scales 1m.

Bottom – Photo 10 – Detail of kiln bowl facing NE – scales 1m.
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5 – Lednashermag

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75222/94734

Type – Building

Marked as unroofed on 1st edition OS of 1879 and as unroofed on 2nd edition OS of 1907 (see figure 4). Possibly associated with farmstead to southeast (site 6). Site is not marked on OS map of 1969 or on latest OS map.

Walkover reveals no trace of building, though area is partly covered with gorse.

No recommendations to be made, though area would be excluded from planting.

6 – Lednashermag

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75222/94681

Type – Farmstead

Marked as L-shaped roofed building on 1st edition OS of 1879. By 2nd edition of 1907(see figure 4) site is depicted as partly roofed with well. Marked as single unroofed building on latest OS map. 

Farmstead is recorded in the Ordnance Survey Name Book as ‘this name applies to a croft house, and a farm house the former is one storey high and has offices attached and in middling repair; the farm house is also one storey high and slated, offices attached. They are both on the property of His Grace the Duke of Sutherland’. Recorded as shepherd’s house in Census for 1861. (See appendix 1) Site is not recorded in Sutherland Estate Papers for period 1802-16 (Adam, 1972).

Walkover reveals L-shaped structure with building E-W of 2 structures 5m x 10.8m and 5m x 15m (this is comprised of 3 compartments) with walls at western end up to 1.5m in height; walls are 0.8m wide with entrance to south. Building N-S is 5.2m x 17.2m of 3 compartments with walls 0.8m wide and up to 0.3m high. Enclosure turf wall to NW running N-S.

Site is out-with area of proposed WGS – no recommendations to be made.

Photo 11 – View of farm facing NW – Scale 2m.
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The following additional sites were located during the walkover survey:

7 – Lednashermag

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75254/94789

Type – Hut Circle

Hut circle at 486ft 6m in diameter covered in heather though a few upright stones are visible. Entrance visible to SE.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site.

Photo 12 – View of hut circle facing N – scale 1m.
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8 – Ben Tarvie

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75437/95431 to NH 75562/95500

Type – Dyke

Turf and stone dyke covered in heather spread to 1.2m wide and running E-W towards site 2, in places some stone are visible and to a maximum height of 1m. Dyke continues to NW of site 2 from NH 75576/95556 to NH 75600/95578 though is not as well defined. Possibly 2nd stretch is head-dyke for site 2.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site. 

Photo 13 – View of bank facing E.
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9 – Ben Tarvie

HSMR – n/a

NMRS – n/a

Grid Ref: - NH 75257/95826

Type – Hut Circle

Hut is 8m in diameter with upright stones visible to edge, partly built into bank. Entrance to SE with possible galleried entrance of stone 1m wide and 1.5m in length (see photograph below). Overall much denuded by erosion, 2 possible shooting butts inserted into W and NW edges.

20m exclusion area to be placed around this site.

Top - Photo 14 – View of hut circle facing E – scales 1m.

Bottom – Photo 15 – Detail of entrance facing SE – scales 1m.
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Photographic Register

1 – View of site 1 facing E.

2 – View of site 6 facing NW – scale 2m.

3 – View of site 7 facing N – scale 1m.

4 – View of site 1 facing W – scale 2m.

5 – Detail of fireplace in building A site 1 facing E – scale 2m.

6 – View turf bank site 8 facing E.

7 – View of site 2 facing NE – scale 2m.

8 – View of building A site 3 facing E – scales 1m.

9 – View of building C site 3 facing S – scales 1m. 

10 – View of building B site 3 facing E.

11 – View of hut circle site 9 facing SE – scales 1m.

12 – Detail of entrance site 9 facing SE – scales 1m.

13 – View of structure A site 4 facing NW – scales 1m.

14 – View of building B site 4 facing SE – scales 1m.

15 – View of building C site 4 facing NW – scales 1m.

16 – Detail of kiln bowl building D site 4 facing NE – scales 1m.

17 – View of kiln building D site 4 facing N – scales 1m. (not illustrated)

Appendix 1 – Census Returns 1851-1861

1851

Londuie

1 – Hugh Ross

53
Farmer of 7 acres

      Marion Ross

55
Sister

2 – Finlay Sutherland
60
Crofter 4 acres


Helen Sutherland
40


Finlay Sutherland
25
Nephew – Ag Labourer


Margt McKenzie
4
Grand-daughter

1861

Londuie

1 – Malcolm Fraser

57
Shepherd


Ann Fraser

23
Daughter – Housekeeper


Johan Fraser

16
Daughter

Lednashermag

1 – John Matheson

50
Shepherd


William
Matheson
45
Brother – Ag Labourer

