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Non-Technical Summary

Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Halcrow Group Ltd in September 2003 to undertake an archaeological desktop and walkover survey for the Duncanstown Water Mains Renewal Project (NH 6061/5960 to NH 6016/5608).

A desktop and walkover survey revealed a number of previously unrecorded buildings relating to the former crofting landscape though most of these buildings were not located during the walkover survey, most of them being removed by modern agricultural improvements.
1. Introduction 
This report is for an archaeological desktop and walkover survey conducted for Halcrow Group Ltd on behalf of Scottish Water by the author for the Duncanstown Water Mains Renewal Project, Highland. 

The walkover survey was conducted on September 17th 2003.
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- Staff of Staff of Highland Council Archaeology Unit;

- Staff of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland;
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3. Objectives

To conduct a desktop survey to the development area to record those features that would be affected by the new proposed water renewals scheme. This survey to follow those guidelines as proposed by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999) and to follow the enclosed specification as provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit.
4. Archaeological Survey

Desktop & Walkover Results 
A desktop survey was conducted using the following sources: 
- Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record; 
- National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh; 

- Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Scotland – aerial photograph collection;

- National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (Maps); 

- Highland Council Archives;

- Inverness Library.
Both the aerial photography and the map coverage were limited to the area of interest. Aerial photographs, very limited due to poor coverage. Map coverage was also limited as the 1st edition of 1880 was almost the same as the 2nd of 1907 and little survey work has been carried out in detail in the 20th century, with the next edition being 1992.
The following 13 archaeological sites were to be found on the route or close to the pipeline (proposed new pipelines are highlighted in red on the accompanying maps with sites numbered). 
HSMR – Highland Sites and Monuments Record 
NMRS - National Monuments Record of Scotland 

N/a – not available

Recommendations are given after each site.

Sites are as follows: 
1 – An Garbh Allt

HSMR – NH65NW 47

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 60278/59677

Type – Mill Pond

Noted in HSMR of ‘Mill pond marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey’. 

Marked as mill dam on 1st edition OS (sheet 77) with sluice from pond to An Garbh Allt Burn. 2nd edition OS of 1907 shows pond still marked but no sluice. Not marked on OS map of 1992.
Site lies to the east of Netherton (named as Ballichrach on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880). Pond visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3055). Area of pond filled in on aerial photograph of 1967 (49).
Walkover reveals site to lie in area of long grass nothing visible.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

2 – Tore

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59883/58480

Type – Building

Roofed building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880, marked as sheepfold on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not marked on OS of 1992 or latest OS map.

Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3057) only rough ground, ibid for 1967 (8).

Walkover reveals no trace of building. Field currently planted with turnips.
No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

3 – Crochar

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59783/58118

Type – Smithy

Roofed building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880 as smithy and on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not named on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map.

2 buildings visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3058), ibid for 1967 (8).

Walkover reveals site with buildings currently derelict. Range to E of rubble sandstone with corrugated-iron roof of 3 buildings aligned N-S all heavily overgrown. Building to W again rubble with corrugated-iron roof with blocked in windows and 2 doors – one blocked up (likely that this building is former smithy) 11m x 5.5. Third building to S of wooden shed with corrugated-iron roof 4.5m x 3.5m.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

Below: View of former smithy facing NE.

Over: View of E range facing E.
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4 – Crochar

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59595/57776

Type – Building

Roofed building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880, marked as partly roofed on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not marked on OS of 1992 or latest OS map.

Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3058). Outline of rectangular building visible on aerial photograph of 1967 (8).

Walkover reveals no trace of any building. One stretch of walling visible in area of garden
No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

Below: View of wall in garden facing N.
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5 – Easter Dunvornie

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59325/57337

Type – Farmstead

U-shaped building with horse mill to SW corner and building to the N marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880. Not marked on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907 except small building to the W. Not marked on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map.

Noted in Ordnance Survey Name Book (book 31 page 87) of ‘This name applies to a small one storey thatched farm house with extension outstanding thatched office, house they are in middling repair and are the property of Arthur Forbes Esqr of Culloden House’.

U-shaped buildings visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3059) with range to NE of 3 compartments. Trace of 2 rectangular buildings on NE range (of 2 compartments) and to SW with wall on NW visible on aerial photograph of 1967 (9).

Walkover reveals no trace of any buildings in area of dense undergrowth.
No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

6 – Duncanstown

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59357/56823

Type – Building

2 compartment building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880. Not marked on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not marked on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map.

Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3059) or aerial photograph of 1967 (9).

Walkover reveals no trace of building. Field currently planted with turnips.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

7 – Duncanstown

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59542/56776

Type – Building

2 compartment building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880. Not marked on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not marked on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map. Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3059). Slight rectangular outline visible against field boundary on aerial photograph of 1967 (10).

Walkover reveals no trace of building. Field currently stubble.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

8 – Braepark

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 59621/56514

Type – Building

2 compartment unroofed building marked on 1st edition Ordnance Survey of 1880, marked as 3 compartment building on 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1907. Not marked on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map. Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3059) or on aerial photograph of 1967 (10)

Walkover reveals no trace of building. Field currently under newly sown grass. 
No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

9 – Braepark

HSMR – NH55NE 83

NMRS – NH55NE 46

Grid Ref: NH 5984/5641

Type – Building

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A single unroofed long building is depicted on the 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 1880, but it is not shown on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 1992’. 

Marked as unroofed 2nd edition OS of 1907 (sheet 89). Not marked on OS map of 1992 or latest OS map. Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3059) or aerial photograph of 1967 (10).

Walkover reveals no trace of building. Field currently under stubble.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

10 – Braepark

HSMR – NH55NE 185

NMRS – NH55NE 149

Grid Ref: NH 5982/5625

Type – Hut circle

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of  ‘possible hut circle 8m diameter’. (J Wordsworth 1995)’. Discovery and Excavation in Scotland entry reads ‘a survey of previously noted hut circles was carried out prior to felling’ (1995, 45). Not marked on 1st or 2nd edition OS maps or later maps. Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (2315) except undergrowth. Possibly partly visible on aerial photograph of 1967 (10 & 11).

Walkover reveals site of gorse, whins and trees. A couple of stones visible but no indication that they are part of a hut circle.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.

11 – Netherton

HSMR – N/a 

NMRS – N/a 

Grid Ref: NH 6020/5970

Type – Farm

Noted in Ordnance survey Name Book (book 31 page 15) of ‘This name applies to a farmhouse and outbuilding situate about a quarter mile east of Culbokie. They are all one storey height, built of stone and thatched and are the property of Captain J D Mackenzie of Mountgerald by Tain’.

Marked on 1st edition OS of 1880 (sheet 77) as 2 buildings with well. Marked on 2nd edition of 1907 as 3 buildings with well. Group of 3 buildings to N of house marked on OS map of 1992, not marked on latest OS map.

Visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3055) as 2 L-shaped ranges with 3 other buildings and on aerial photograph of 1967 (49).

Walkover reveals one building to NE of house of farm of rubble sandstone with a corrugated-iron roof currently used as garage. Area to SW of long grass.

No recommendations to be made lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.
Over: View of Farm and House facing E.
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12 – Easter Dunvornie

HSMR – NH55NE 18

NMRS – NH55NE 29

Grid Ref: NH 595/575

Type – Enclosure

Cropmark of enclosure revealed by aerial photograph by Inverness Museum. Recorded in HSMR and NMRS of ‘Air photography has revealed a small complex of cropmarks c180m NE of Dunvournie Farm Cottage. There is also a sub-rectangular enclosure containing a sub-divided rectangular cottage, in the same field c 180m ENE of Dunvournie’.

An inspection of slides held in NMRS reveals grid reference to be wrong with cropmark to be on opposite side of road. Site is not visible on aerial photographs for 1946 to 1967.

Walkover reveals no trace of cropmark. Field currently under grass.

No recommendations to be made as lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.
13 – An Garbh Allt

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6025/5967

Type – Building

Rectangular building marked as roofed on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps. Marked as unroofed on OS of 1992, not marked on latest OS map. Visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3055) and 1967 (49).
Walkover reveals site to lie in area of long grass nothing visible.

No recommendations to be made lies away from proposed route of new pipeline.
5. Conclusions

Overall most of the sites revealed relate to the former crofting/agricultural landscape though a majority of these sites have been removed through agricultural improvements especially in the post Second World war period.

No recommendations for any route changes or further work have been proposed. 

6. Archive

A copy of this report is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh and the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record. Images used in this report to be deposited with the HSMR on disc as well as a copy of this report as a PDF file.

7. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland

A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland.
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1 – View of smithy facing NE.

2 – View of E range of buildings facing E.

3 – View of wall within garden facing N.
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