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Non-Technical Summary

Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Halcrow Group Ltd in September 2003 to undertake an archaeological desktop and walkover survey for the Culbo Water Mains Renewal Project with work to be conducted on the existing mains where the new route will follow.

Work revealed a number of previously unrecorded archaeological sites including buildings, a farm and a mill.

Recommendations have been made for a watching brief to be conducted for one site due to the previous archaeological discoveries made of a prehistoric date.
1. Introduction 
This report is for an archaeological desktop and walkover survey conducted for Halcrow Group Ltd on behalf of Scottish Water by the author for the Culbo Water Mains Renewal Project, Highland. 

Walkover survey conducted 24th September 2003.
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I would like to thank the following for their help during the work: 
- Mr. A Barnett, of Halcrow Group Ltd; 

- Staff of Staff of Highland Council Archaeology Unit;
- Staff of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland;

- Staff of the National Monuments Record of Scotland;

- Staff of Highland Council Archives;

- Staff of the National Library of Scotland, Map room.
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3. Objectives

To conduct a desktop survey to the development area to record those features that would be affected by the new proposed water renewals scheme. This survey to follow those guidelines as proposed by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999) and to follow the enclosed specification as provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit.
4. Archaeological Survey

Desktop and Walkover Results 
A desktop survey was conducted using the following sources: 
- Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record; 
- National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh; 

- Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Scotland – aerial photograph collection;

- National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (Maps); 

- Highland Council Archives;

- Inverness Library.
Both the aerial photography and the map coverage were limited to the area of interest. Aerial photographs, in particular were very limited with only 2 flights from 1946 and 1972. Map coverage was also limited as the 1st edition of 1880 was almost the same as the 2nd of 1907 and little survey work has been carried out in detail in the 20th century, with the next edition being 1991.
The following 14 archaeological sites were to be found on the route or close to the existing pipeline (existing pipeline is marked in blue on the accompanying maps with sites numbered). 
HSMR – Highland Sites and Monuments Record 
NMRS - National Monuments Record of Scotland 

N/a – not available

Recommendations are given after each site.

Sites are as follows: 
1 – Easter Toberchurn

HSMR – NH66SW 39

NMRS – NH66SW 22

Grid Ref: NH 6258/6321

Type – Farmstead

Noted in NMRS and HSMR of ‘farmstead of 1 roofed building, what may be an unroofed building and an enclosure is depicted on 1st edition OS 1880 sheet 77. Five roofed buildings are shown on the current OS map of 1991’. 

Group of buildings visible on aerial photograph of 1972 (63). Marked as group of 5 buildings on 2nd edition OS of 1907.

Walkover reveals group of 5 buildings – 3 sheds of wood and corrugated-iron, former barn of rubble with corrugated-iron roof with twin access by road with cart shed below and late 19th century farmhouse to E.

Recommend that new route follow existing to the N of the farm.

Over: View of barn facing NW.
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2 – Mid Toberchurn

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6212/6276

Type – Building

Building marked as roofed on OS map of 1991 but with no access. Visible as 2 roofed buildings on aerial photograph of 1946 (3329) only 1 roofed building visible on aerial photograph of 1972 (64). Group of 3 unroofed buildings on 1st edition OS of 1880 of an L-shaped building to W of 2 compartments and range to NE of 3 compartments and a single unroofed building. By 2nd edition OS of 1907 named as ‘Mid Toberchurn’ with L-shaped building to W roofed, range to NE now of 2 compartments 1 partly roofed and 1 roofed building to the N. Building to E has been removed.

Walkover reveals no trace of building to W, building to N of open cattle shed of wood and corrugated-iron, with concrete trough to E.

Recommend that new route be close to southern edge of field by road.

Below: View of site facing N.
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3 – Kinbeachie Farm

HSMR – NH66SW 45

NMRS – NH66SW 28

Grid Ref: NH 6285/6210

Type – Hut circle (possible), clearance cairns (possible), burnt mound, pottery, flint

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘A hut circle has been found within this mature plantation by Mr. Fraser. It is heavily overgrown and its exact position is uncertain. There are remains of possible clearance cairns in vicinity. In January 1993 an area of charcoal-blackened stones was found 2ft below ground surface during laying of a water pipe. These were removed by farmer (Mr. Fraser) to reveal a stone cut basin 50in by 37in and 1.5ft deep and filled with an apparently featureless deposit of yellow sand. One sherd of pottery was found beneath stones. NH 6233 6217 In January 1993 ploughing the headland beside road disturbed a group of stones and examination by Mr. Fraser produced a sherd of pottery identified as early Neolithic by National Museum of Scotland. Limited excavation in September 1995 revealed a small pit with charcoal dated to 4930+50 uncal BP. Also revealed was timber building 7m x 4m with a number of pits with incised pottery and a small stone axe of a Neolithic date’.
Walkover reveals site currently to be under stubble.

Recommend that watching brief be conducted in area around this site due to the number of prehistoric finds made in this locality.

4 – Kinbeachie Castle

HSMR – NH66SW 5

NMRS – NH66SW 5

Grid Ref: NH 6344/6219

Type – Castle

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘Of Kinbeachie Castle, formerly a seat of Urquharts, only south gable remains. It contains a fireplace over which is a panel dated 1546. The other walls are reduced to foundation level. Another panel, dated 1612, is now in National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh. The remains of Kinbeachie Castle comprise SE wall & foundations of NE, NW and SW walls. SE wall, 1.2m in width; is extant to a maximum height of 1.7m and total length is 6.6m externally. It is rubble masonry, but E and S angles have been constructed of dressed stones. The inside face of wall is obscured in a mass of tumble, fireplace, together with date panel, is no longer visible. Visited by OS 1966. No remains. RCAHMS (1979). Demolished 1959.’

Single gable wall visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3329). Nothing visible on visible on aerial photograph of 1972 (71).

Walkover reveals site currently to be under stubble.

Recommend watching brief if new route follows existing, though it would be advisable for route to follow edge of track to N.

Over top: Gable of Castle ( NMRS.

Over below: View of site from N.
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5 – Kinbeachie

HSMR – NH66SW 13

NMRS – NH66SW 13

Grid Ref: NH 6339/6218

Type – Farmstead

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘this farmstead comprises 4 buildings, at least one of which is of stone and clay mortar construction’ (RCAHMS, 1979). Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3329). L-shaped range visible on visible on aerial photograph of 1972 (71). 1st edition OS of 1880 depicts 2 long ranges and a central group of buildings all roofed by the 2nd edition Os of 1907 part of SW range is marked as unroofed and part of central buildings has been removed. 

Walkover reveals area of farm currently under long grass (see photograph above).

Recommend watching brief if new route follows existing, though it would be advisable for route to follow edge of track to N.

6 – Kinbeachie

HSMR – NH66SW 58

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6357/6225

Type – Mill, Buildings

Rectangular unroofed structure visible on aerial photograph of 1946 (3330). Nothing visible on visible on aerial photograph of 1972 (71). Marked on 1st edition OS of 1880 as group of 3 roofed buildings 1 with a possible enclosure attached to the NE with site named as ‘Kinbeachie Mill (corn)’ with mill running N-S with buildings to E. By 2nd edition mill is marked as disused and now only comprised of 2 roofed buildings. Unroofed building to E marked on OS map of 1991, mill building not marked.

Walkover reveals site to lie in area of woodland.

Recommend watching brief if new route follows existing, though it would be advisable for route to follow edge of track to N.

7 – Blairtua

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6205/6157

Type – Building

Possibly visible as unroofed structure on aerial photograph of 1946 (3328) visible as roofed 1972 (69). Marked as roofed with second small roofed structure to SW on 1st edition OS of 1880 not marked on 2nd edition OS of 1907. Not marked on later OS editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of building to E of modern house, area of grass field.

Recommend watching brief if new route follows existing, though it would be advisable for route to follow edge of field to N.

8 – March of Kinbeachie

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6244/6178

Type – Building

Visible as roofed structure but with no access on aerial photograph of 1946 (3328) visible as roofed with enclosing wall to W side on aerial photograph of 1972 (8). Marked as roofed 1st edition OS of 1880 with 2 small roofed structures and garden to S. Marked as roofed on 2nd edition OS of 1907 to form 3 compartments but only 1 small roofed structure to S and no garden. Marked as roofed OS of 1991.

Walkover reveals modern house on site.

No recommendations to be made.

9 – West Shoreton

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6157/6194

Type – Farm

Possible abandoned farm. Not much activity visible as unroofed structure on aerial photograph of 1972 (69) roofed range to N and W, unroofed long ruin visible to E. Visible as on aerial photograph of 1946 (3328) as 3 roofed buildings with range to N possibly forming 2 houses. 1 partly roofed building to N and 2 roofed buildings with a possible horse-mill to the SW range depicted on 1st edition OS of 1880 and 2nd edition OS of 1907.

Walkover reveals modern house on site.

No recommendations to be made.
10 – Bruichglas

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6240/6225

Type – Building

Partly roofed L-shaped building depicted on 1st edition OS of 1880 marked as unroofed on 2nd edition OS of 1907. Not marked on later editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of any building, currently stubble field.

Recommend that new route to be on opposite side of road or in road.
11 – Bruichglas

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6236/6225

Type – Building

Partly roofed L-shaped building depicted on 1st edition OS of 1880 marked as unroofed single rectangular building on 2nd edition OS of 1907. Not marked on later editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of any building, currently grass field.

Recommend that new route be close to southern edge of field by road.
12 – Bruichglas

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6219/6208

Type –Building, enclosure

L-shaped roofed building with enclosure to NW depicted on 1st edition OS of 1880 marked only as enclosure on 2nd edition OS of 1907. Not marked on later editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of any building or enclosure area currently grass paddock.

Recommend that new route be close to western edge of field.

13 – Wester Toberchurn

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 6195/6238

Type –Building

Partly roofed building depicted on 1st edition OS of 1880 marked as unroofed on 2nd edition OS of 1907. Not marked on later editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of building, modern house built to this location with area around of dense undergrowth.

No recommendations to be made.

14 – Wester Toberchurn

HSMR – N/a

NMRS – N/a

Grid Ref: NH 9198/6235

Type – Limekiln

‘Old Limekiln’ marked on 1st edition OS of 1880 nothing marked on 2nd edition OS of 1907 or later editions.

Walkover reveals no trace of any structure, with area around of dense undergrowth.

Recommend that new route be close to road edge.

5. Conclusions

Overall most of the sites revealed relate to the former crofting/farming landscape. Though a majority of these sites have been removed through agricultural improvements especially in the post Second World war period or built over by modern houses. 

6. Archive

A copy of this report is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh and the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.

7. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland

A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland.
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