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Fortrose and Rosemarkie Proposed Waste Water Treatment Plant, Chanonry Ness, Rosemarkie, Black Isle: Archaeological Evaluation

1. Introduction

The author was asked by Scottish Water Solutions to carry out an archaeological evaluation, consisting of a desk-based assessment and rapid walk-over survey, of the site of the proposed waste water treatment works for Fortrose and Rosemarkie, located on the north side of Chanonry Ness on the Black Isle. The evaluation covers both the site of works and the permament access route from the existing shore road. The aim of the evaluation is to locate archaeological features or areas of potential archaeological or historical interest within or adjacent to the area of works, to assess the potential effect of the present project on the archaeological and historical record and, if applicable, to recommend measures to mitigate these effects.

2. Methodology

A desk-based assessment was carried out, consulting all readily available archaeological databases and archive material, to build up a picture of land use and settlement on Chanonry Point from the prehistoric period through to the present day. Early maps provided information on topographical features and structures which may no longer be visible. This was followed by a site visit on 9.1.04.

3. Site Description

Chanonry Ness is a low lying spit of land extending SE into the Moray Firth, formed of moraines laid down by a glacial readvance, part of the same landform as the similar spit extending from the Moray coast at Ardesier. The gently rising slope of the west of the Ness is under cultivation, although increasingly encroached upon by housing extending south from Rosemarkie. The shoreline is occupied by a campsite. A slight raised beach line of no more than 2-3m in height rises behind the shore road. Behind this, the land is approximately level for 250m and is divided by post and wire fences into fields either under crops or lying fallow.

The area of the proposed works covers approximately the whole of a field at present ploughed and under a crop of swedes, while the access route rises up the raised beach bank and crosses the north end of a fallow field.

4. Archaeological and Historical Background

The narrows between Ardesier and Chanonry Point were probably an important ferry crossing from the Moray coast to the Black Isle and further north from earliest times, although there is as yet little evidence for prehistoric settlement. A possible shell midden was noted within Rosemarkie churchyard in 1912 (SMR no. NH75NW0013), but there is now no trace of this, so its identification as a mesolithic site is uncertain. A Bronze Age cist containing human remains was discovered in the grounds of Rosemarkie manse in 1903 (SMR no. NH75NW0006, 500m from the proposed works) and an Early Bronze Age flat axe on a building site at NH 737 574 (SMR no. NH75NW0243, 450m from the present works). The lack of other prehistoric finds is likely to be due to the lack of field investigation and ground disturbing activities.

There appears to have been little actual settlement on Chanonry Ness itself in the Mediaeval or Early Modern periods, the population being concentrated in Chanonry (Fortrose) and Rosemarkie. Roy’s military survey of the 1750s records roads leading to Chanonry Point along the coast from these two settlements, and a thirdsettlemet, a small farmstead south of what is now Ness Road. Roy indicates areas under cultivation on the broader western slopes of the Ness, although none on the actual site of the proposed waste water works. This may not be significant, as Roy is known to be representational rather than accurate in his recording of such features as areas of cultivation.

The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map also fails to record any land use at this location. It appears to be unenclosed, and is also recorded as unenclosed on the 1992 revised Ordnance Survey pathfinder 1:25000 map.

5. Field Investigation

A field investigation of the proposed site of the waste-water treatment works was carried out on 9.1.04 in clear and dry weather conditions. The field appeared uniformly level, with no mounds or visible structures. As the field contained a crop of swedes but was relatively weed-free, it was possible to carry out field walking for surface finds and anomalies. A range of small finds were collected, including bottle glass, roof slate, coal, blue-glazed and spongeware pottery and small amounts of charcoal. These could all be dated to the 19th or 20th century. There were no areas of higher density of finds, and this assemblage appears consistent with the spreading of midden material mixed with kitchen waste as fertiliser. 

6. Conclusions and Recommendations

Both the desk-based assessment and the field evaluation indicate no archaeological features and no areas of archaeological or historical interest within or adjacent to the area of the proposed work. There appears to be, therefore, no impediment on archaeological grounds to the project going ahead. There does remain, however, the possibility of sub-surface deposits or features, which could not be located or predicted by this evaluation. The discovery locally of finds and sites dating possibly to the Mesolithic period, and definitely to the Bronze Age, suggests that prehistoric settlements may have existed here, but all visible traces may have been removed by subsequent field improvement.

The possibility of sub-surface deposits or features being exposed during the initial ground breaking phase of construction may well be adequately addressed by vigilance on the part of the work team. It is doubtful whether full archaeological monitoring of ground breaking work would be worthwhile, but it is recommended that a site visit be carried out during ground breaking, by a suitably qualified archaeologist, to allow the opportunity to examine sub-surface layers, and that lines of communication be maintained between the contractors and an archaeologist, or the Archaeology Unit at Highland Council, to enable chance finds to be reported and examined rapidly and with minimum delay to the project. 

Any decisions on further archaeological monitoring  should be made in consultation with the senior archaeologist in charge of the project at Highland Council.

7. Appendices

7.1. Bibliography and Data Sources

The following books provided background information on the history of settlement and land use of Chanonry Ness:

· Alston D. 1999: Ross and Cromarty A Historical Guide
· Baldwin, JR ed. 1986: Firthlands of Ross and Sutherland

· Beaton, E. 1992: Ross and Cromarty, an Illustrated Architectural Guide

The following data sources provided information on the recorded archaeological sites and built heritage of Chanonry Ness:

· Highland Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), held by the Archaeology Unit within the Department of Planning and Development at Highland Council in Inverness.

· National Monuments Record for Scotland (NMRS) held by the RCAHMS in Edinburgh

· Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh

7.2. Photographic Record

1. View of site of proposed works from NW field corner, looking SE,

2. View NE across proposed area of works. The proposed access route follows the line of the two telephone poles from the shore.

8. Plans

1. Location plan

2. Layout plan
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