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�0.	SUMMARY



0.1	This report presents the results of a third phase of archaeological fieldwork conducted in October 1999 and March 2000 by the Centre for Field Archaeology at the site of the proposed Kyle of Lochalsh Water Treatment Works (WTW), near Achnandarach, Kyle of Lochalsh (NGR: NG 8035 3081; Fig 1).  The work was commissioned by North of Scotland Water Authority (NOSWA).  The reports of previous phases of work (Cameron 1999; Dunwell 1999) contain much information which is not repeated here.



0.2	The principal objectives of the third phase archaeological work were: to record by excavation, to professional standards, feature 7, in advance of development; and to undertake the controlled dismantling of features 5 and 14 to ensure that no archaeologically important information relating to the function and date of these features was lost. 



0.3	Feature 7 was found to comprise a natural mound, on the northern side of which a cairn of cleared stone had been dumped.  A spread of charcoal rich and ashy deposits, apparently midden, had been deposited subsequently against the south side of the cairn.  The cairn can be reasonably interpreted as contemporary with the other similar cairns investigated in the vicinity.  Together these appear to reflect small-scale cultivation, most likely of prehistoric date, associated with the nearby stone roundhouse of later prehistoric character.  Controlled dismantling of cairns 5 and 14 confirmed that they represent collections of field clearance material comparable to other examples investigated at the site, and has dismissed the possibility that they reflected other uses, such as for funerary purposes. 



0.4	A limited programme of post-excavation analyses is recommended, in order to provide further information on the date, character and content of the putative midden deposits excavated at feature 7.  Publication of the results of the excavation is recommended if the results of the post-excavation analyses demonstrate that this is merited.  The tasks proposed are those which are considered appropriate to allowing a fuller interpretation of the excavated remains to be made.  It is proposed that the tasks are undertaken on an incremental basis, with the results of one task justifying the next being conducted.
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Fig. 1 -Location Maps

�1.	INTRODUCTION



1.1	Background



1.1.1	This report presents the results of a third phase of archaeological fieldwork conducted in October 1999 and March 2000 by the Centre for Field Archaeology at the site of the proposed Kyle of Lochalsh Water Treatment Works (WTW), near Achnandarach, Kyle of Lochalsh (NGR: NG 8035 3081; Fig 1).  The work was commissioned by North of Scotland Water Authority (NOSWA).  A Methods Statement for the work was produced by CFA (Appendix 6) and approved by the Archaeology Unit of The Highland Council Planning and Development Service.  



1.1.2	Evidence for settlement and field systems had initially been identified at the site by the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  CFA was subsequently commissioned in May 1999 to conduct a detailed field survey of the remains present and thus allow appropriate mitigation measures to be put in place.  A programme of evaluative excavations was undertaken in July 1999 to investigate those features which would be directly affected by the proposed development.  The reports of previous phases of work (Cameron 1999; Dunwell 1999) contain much information which is not repeated here.



1.1.3	Seventeen archaeological features were identified by the survey, comprising a putative prehistoric roundhouse or hut circle, a potential shieling, a series of clearance cairns, lengths of bank, and modern trackways.  Several of these features, including the putative roundhouse, were subsequently excluded from the development area and have been preserved in situ.  The remainder were investigated by trial trenching (features 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15 and 17; Fig 2), and found to comprise principally a series of clearance cairns most likely associated with prehistoric cultivation practices.  



1.1.4	The sample excavations highlighted three features which merited further investigation prior to their destruction with the development of the WTW (Dunwell 1999).  These sites comprised:



	Feature 5: a substantial stone cairn with sharply defined, if not formal, edges sealed behind a substantial accumulation of soil.  Whilst the cairn was considered to be possibly no more than the result of field clearance, other explanations (such as a funerary function) were believed possible.  Controlled removal of this feature, under archaeological supervision, was recommended, with salvage excavation of any significant archaeological remains identified.



	Feature 7: a stone cairn abutted by deposits of what appeared to be midden.  It was considered that the cairn may have represented no more than field clearance material, although other explanations were possible given its association with the putative midden.  The date of the midden was not established by the sample excavation, although the nearby presence of the putatively later prehistoric roundhouse suggested that it possibly related to later prehistoric occupation.  Excavation of trench c. 30m2 around the remains was proposed, to occur in advance of construction of the WTW.



	Feature 14: a stone cairn showing evidence of complexity, including two phases of stone dumping, the latter incorporating suggestions of structural activity, and sealed beneath a formation of slopewash soil.  As for feature 5, the cairn may have represented no more than cleared stone, although other explanations (such as a funerary function) were considered possible.  Controlled removal of this feature, under archaeological supervision, was recommended, with salvage excavation of any significant archaeological remains identified.



1.2	Objectives



1.2.1	The objectives of the third phase archaeological works were:



To record by excavation, to professional standards, feature 7, in advance of development.



To undertake the controlled dismantling of features 5 and 14 to ensure that no archaeologically important information relating to the function and date of these features was lost.  If significant discoveries were made, to make arrangements for their immediate recording.  



Where possible, to ensure that the above works were completed without causing any delay to the construction programme.  



1.3	Interim publication



1.3.1	A summary report of the results will be submitted for publication in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 2000.  A draft of this report will be submitted for approval to the client.  



1.4	Project archive



1.4.1	The project archive will be deposited with the National Monuments Record of Scotland, with reproducible elements copied to the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record. 
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Fig. 2 - Plan of site showing features and evaluation trench locations.

�2.	WORKING METHODS



2.1	General



2.1.1	Work was conducted with regard to the Institute of Field Archaeologists Standards.  Recording of all elements was done following established CFA methods.



2.1.2	The excavation of feature 7 was conducted by two CFA staff over four working days (5-8 October 1999).  The weather was generally overcast with some rain.  Fieldwork in relation to features 5 & 14 was undertaken on 8 and 15 March 2000, in overcast conditions.  



2.1.3	Following the completion of fieldwork a programme of preliminary analysis was conducted.  Tasks undertaken included stratigraphic analysis; specialist assessment of the palaeoenvironmental samples; cataloguing of all drawings, photographs and other site records; preparation of illustrations.



2.2	Excavation of feature 7



2.2.1	The trench excavated during the field evaluation (Fig. 2) was expanded to create a larger, irregular trench with approximate maximum dimensions of 9m NE-SW by 7m NW-SE, extending across a large proportion of the mound.  Excavation of certain sectors of the mound was prevented by the presence of trees.  



2.2.2	All excavation was conducted by hand, and according to standard stratigraphic principles.  All exposed features and deposits were examined.  



2.2.3	Samples of significant deposits were taken for further analysis.  Samples included bulk soil samples taken for plant macrofossil analyses, and tin samples taken for soil micromorphological analyses.  



2.2.4	All excavation and on-site recording was carried out according to standard CFA procedures, principally by drawing, by photography and by completing standard CFA record forms. 



2.3	Dismantling of features 5 & 14



It had been anticipated that features 5 and 14 would be systematically and rapidly dismantled by a CFA archaeologist, with the aid of earth-moving machinery.  However, following accidental damage to the features which occurred during preliminary construction works, a site inspection was undertaken in order to assess whether further archaeological work remained necessary.  



2.3.2	The inspection established that, although both sites had been partly damaged, significant remains of both sites survived.  These were subject to controlled removal as originally planned.  





2.3.3	Earth-moving machinery was used for the initial removal of turf, topsoil and other overburden deposits (including construction spoil dumped over intact remains of feature 5).  The body of each cairn was gradually removed under constant archaeological direction. 



2.3.4	In light of the nature of the findings, recording was restricted to note-taking, sketch drawings and photography.  
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Fig. 3 - Survey plan of feature 7, showing excavation trench 

�3.	ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS



3.1	General



3.1.1	In the following descriptions numbers in bold in brackets refer to contexts listed in Appendix 1. 



3.2	Feature 7 (Figs 3-5; Plates 1 & 2)



	Survey and field evaluation



3.2.1	Initial survey had recorded this site as a mound located on a north-west facing slope, c. 4 m in diameter and up to 0.6 m high, and with loose stone visible on its north-west side.  During the second stage field evaluation, an irregularly-shaped trench (c. 6 m2) was opened across the western side and summit of the mound (location shown on Fig. 3).  This demonstrated that the mound contained relatively complex archaeological remains.  A collection of stones up to 0.5 m thick (702) occupied the northern part of the mound.  Abutting the stones to the south was a grey-black sandy clay layer, up to 0.3 m thick and containing many charcoal lumps scattered throughout it (705).  This deposit contained distinct lenses of material, including redeposited subsoil (706, 708, 709), and was provisionally interpreted as a midden deposit.  It was suggested that a stone cairn had been raised initially, against the south side of which midden deposits had accumulated. 



	Excavation



3.2.2	Excavation of the larger trench in October 1999 confirmed the results of the field evaluation, and added further information on the composition of the mound (Figs 4-5).  The primary archaeological feature of the site was confirmed as the stone cairn (702).  This comprised a band of sub-rounded and sub-angular stones, up to 0.5 m thick, resting directly upon the clay silt subsoil (710).  The stones formed a linear spread measuring c. 6m NW-SE by c. 2.5m.  Bedrock outcropped within the stones at summit of the mound, and it was thus clear that the cairn had been deposited against the northern face of an existing natural mound.  Where exposed, the cairn showed no evidence of either internal structure or formal edging.  Many of the gaps between the stones were voided, although towards the base the stones were bonded by a fine clay silt soil (707).  



The putative midden (705) extended in a band up to 2.7m wide and 0.3 m thick across the trench, and abutted (and was secondary to) the cairn to its north.  Its eastern limit was assumed to lie just beyond the limits of the trench, although its western edge could not be confirmed due to the presence of a tree in this area.  This deposit was rich in charcoal lumps, and contained frequent lenses and pockets of silt, clay and redeposited subsoil (706, 708, 709, 713).  Above the putative midden was a layer of clay silt soil containing quantities of charcoal (703), which may represent further midden remains disturbed by root action and other bioturbation.  
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Fig. 4 - Feature 7, excavation plan
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Fig. 5 - Feature 5, section A-B
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Plate 1 - General shot of feature 7, showing cairn and extent of putative midden, as darker soil (Ref: 8/11)









































Plate 2 - Section view of junction of cairn and putative midden, showing Kubiena tins (Ref 8/34)



3.2.4	Sealed beneath the putative midden was a layer of creamy, gritty clay containing flecks of charcoal (712), possibly representing the decayed remains of a ground surface covered over when the putative midden was deposited.  Linear gullies in the surface of this layer were filled with midden material (711, part of 705).  Layer 712 lay directly above the subsoil (710).  



3.2.5	No artefacts were recovered during the excavation of this trench.  A range of samples were taken for conducting palaeobotanical and soil micromorphological studies (Appendix 3). 



3.3	Feature 5 



	Survey and field evaluation



3.3.1	Field survey identified a substantial cairn, 8 m by 3 m in surface area and set on a north-facing slope.  This feature was interpreted as a clearance dump.  Sample excavation confirmed that a large cairn of stones was present, up to 3.3 m wide and 0.9 m thick.  The cairn showed no evidence of ordered construction, and its basal stones had settled into a clayey soil, presumably representing a former turf and topsoil buried beneath the cairn.  Nothing certain was found to demonstrate that it represented anything other than a collection of stones cleared from adjacent land to allow small-scale cultivation.  However, its large size compared to other cairns in the vicinity, and its sharply defined west edge, indicated that other explanations, such as a funerary origin, could not be dismissed but remained unlikely.  



	Controlled dismantling



3.3.2	Although unsupervised works had caused damage to the remains of this feature (see 2.3 above), controlled dismantling of the intact remains of this feature confirmed that it had no internal structure.  The cairn lay over a buried soil of brown clay silt, which in turn lay over a gritty clay subsoil.  This feature can now be confidently interpreted as the result of field clearance.  No artefacts were recovered during the archaeological works.  



3.4	Feature 14



	Survey and field evaluation



3.4.1	This feature was described during field survey as a clearance cairn, 2.8 m by 2.1 m in extent and up to 1 m high, located towards the bottom of a steep north-west facing slope and with much loose stone visible.  Sample excavation revealed the cairn to be of complex construction, including two clear episodes of stone dumping.  The lowest stones of the cairn had settled into a greasy clay layer interpreted as a former topsoil over which the cairn had been piled.  The south-east part of the cairn was found to be sealed beneath a deposit of natural silty clay soil, probably an accumulated slopewash deposit.  A rough alignment of boulders, apparently continuous with the outer west face of the cairn, appeared to represent an attempt to create a small enclosure or structure, only c. 1.5 m wide, beside the cairn. 



	Controlled dismantling



3.4.2	Unsupervised construction works had led to the removal of all but the eastern part of this cairn, and thus the potential structural remains could not be more extensively examined.  However, it was possible to ascertain that the eastern (upslope) edge of the cairn was abutted by a slopewash soil up to 0.6m thick.  This had previously obscured the full extent of the cairn, which could thus be estimated at c. 6m by 3m in extent.  The remaining segment of the cairn showed no internal structure, and an explanation as a field clearance cairn seems assured.  No artefacts were recovered.  





�4.	EVALUATION



4.1	Feature 7



4.1.1	This site was found to comprise a natural mound, on the northern side of which a cairn of cleared stone had been dumped.  A spread of charcoal rich and ashy deposits, apparently midden, had been deposited subsequently against the south side of the cairn.  The cairn can be reasonably interpreted as contemporary with the other similar cairns investigated in the vicinity.  Together these appear to reflect small-scale cultivation, most likely of prehistoric date and associated with the nearby stone roundhouse of later prehistoric character.  



The putative midden was demonstrated to be of more recent origin than the stone cairn, although it could still be associated with the prehistoric settlement and agricultural activity in the area.  Indeed, in the absence of any archaeological remains at the site to suggest more recent activity, this must be considered likely.  The presence of wood charcoal and charred plant remains within the putative midden indicates the potential to date the deposit, and to provide information on the content of the midden, and thus potentially on the economy and local environment of the settlement.  



Questions remain about the taphonomy and content of the midden.  A tiered programme of post-excavation laboratory analyses has been proposed below to address outstanding research questions (see section 5).  These issues include assessment of whether the midden was formed as the result of single episode of dumping or as a series of individual tips, and whether the material comprised eg domestic or agricultural waste.  However, if such analyses were to confirm the deposit as a prehistoric midden deposit associated with a settlement, this would represent an important addition to current understanding of prehistoric settlement and land use in this area of Scotland.  



4.2	Features 5 and 14



4.2.1	Controlled dismantling of the intact remains of these features has confirmed that they represent collections of field clearance material comparable to other examples investigated at the site (Dunwell 1999), and has dismissed the possibility that they reflected other uses, such as for funerary purposes.  These cairns represent accumulations of stone cleared from adjacent land in advance of cultivation, itself possibly only small-scale or temporary in nature (see Dunwell 1999 for further discussion of the archaeological context of these discoveries).  



�5.	RECOMMENDATIONS



5.1	Fieldwork



5.1.1	No further fieldwork is required at this site.  



5.2	Post-excavation and publication 



5.2.1	A limited programme of post-excavation analyses is recommended, in order to provide further information on the date, character and content of the putative midden deposits excavated at feature 7.  Publication of the results of the survey and excavations is recommended if the results of the post-excavation analyses demonstrate that this is merited.  



5.2.2	The tasks detailed below are those which are considered appropriate to allowing a fuller interpretation of the excavated remains of feature 7 to be made.  It is proposed that the tasks are undertaken on an incremental basis, with the results of one task justifying the next being conducted.   



5.2.3	Task 1: Soil micromorphological analysis



	The primary objective of the soil micromorphological analysis will be to determine how the soil deposits abutting the cairn formed.  This will indicate, for example, whether the soils represent a single tip or multiple deposits, and whether the soils have been extensively bioturbated.  Such insights will be crucial to understanding whether the deposits can be confirmed as midden, or whether other explanations are more appropriate.  If the deposits prove not be the direct result of human activity, it may not be appropriate to conduct further post-excavation analyses.  Soil micromorphological analysis will thus be undertaken on samples taken from the exposed section of the soil deposits (Plate 2).  



5.2.4	Task 2: Palaeobotanical analysis



	The objectives of this analysis would be to recover and analyse the charred plant remains present within samples taken of the putative midden deposits (listed in Appendix 3), and to obtain material suitable for obtaining radiocarbon dates.  Preliminary analysis conducted following the field evaluation (Appendix 5) indicates that wood charcoal and carbonised seeds are present in some quantities.  The presence of such material will allow the nature of the local landscape and land use to be investigated.  This analysis will involve the sieving of soil samples, sorting of the residues, with analysis of charred plant macrofossil assemblages recovered through these processes.  



5.2.5	Task 3: Radiocarbon dating



	In order to assist interpretation it is recommended that radiocarbon dates are obtained from charred plant remains, if previous analyses have demonstrated that the taphonomy of the soil deposits is such that meaningful results can be obtained.  These dates will allow the antiquity of the soil deposits to be determined, and thus their relationship to the nearby roundhouse to be addressed.  Our quotation  includes a cost for obtaining two radiocarbon dates from the Scottish Universities Research and Reactor Centre (SURRC).  



5.2.6	Task 4: Publication report



	Following the completion of the above tasks, it is recommended that a short illustrated report intended for publication is produced.  The report will include an interpretation of the date and function of the excavated features where possible and will place the results within a local or national context.  A draft version of the report will be made available for comment by NOSWA and Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  The report will be submitted for publication in a refereed academic journal, such as Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, or Glasgow Archaeological Journal.  



5.2.7	Timetable



	Assuming all above tasks are completed, a draft final report will be submitted for comment within 12 months of the date of commission.  
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�APPENDIX 1 - FEATURE 7, CONTEXT LIST



701�Turf and silty clay topsoil��702�Band of stones forming cairn over N part of mound��703�Grey-brown clay silt soil layer beneath 701 and over 705, merges with 707��704�Stones present within 703; probably part of, or tumble from, 702��705�Grey / black sandy clay layer with many charcoal lumps, abutting 704/702; potential midden��706�Lense of creamy clay silt within 705��707�Brown fine clay silt matrix of 702; merges with 703��708�Lense of red-orange clay silt below 705; redeposited subsoil?��709�Lense of mottled white / grey / black silty clay; same as 712��710�Compact orange / brown clay silt subsoil��711�Material similar to 705, filling gullies in surface of 710��712�Creamy gritty clay layer with occasional charcoal, sealed below 705��713�Lense of redeposited subsoil in 705, possibly same as 708��714�Dark-brown greasy clay soil beneath 701 and over 705 around S fringes of mound; seen in section only; possibly just part of topsoil��



Appendix 2 - FEATURE 7, Field drawings register



Drawing numbers 1-25 relate to previous stages of work.



DRAWING NO.�SHEET NO.

�DESCRIPTION

�PLAN/

SECTION�SCALE��26�10-11�Site 7, contexts 702, 705, 710�Plan�1:20��27�12-13�Site 7, contexts 701-3, 705, 710, 712, 714�Section�1:10��28�14�Site 7, contexts 712, 713, 710�Plan�1:20��



APPENDIX 3- FEATURE 7, SAMPLES REGISTER



Samples 1-6 relate to previous stages of work. 



NO.�TRENCH�CONTEXT�DESCRIPTION�������7�7�703�Charcoal-rich pocket��8�7�705�Midden, E side trench��9�7�705�Midden, E baulk, 2 bags��10�7�705�Midden, W baulk��11�7�712�From west baulk��12�-�-�n/a��13�7�705�Charcoal lumps from E of baulk��14�7�701�Topsoil sample (control), off-site��15�7�701�Topsoil sample (control), on-site��16�7�703�Charcoal-rich pocket��17�7�707�Routine of matrix of cairn��18�7�710�Subsoil beneath cairn, routine��19�7�710�Subsoil, SW corner of site��20�7�711�Part of 705? Filling a hollow��21�7�712�Cream layer sealed beneath 705��22�7�703/705�Kubiena tin sample��23�7�705/710/712�Kubiena tin sample��24�7�713�Orange pocket within 705��



APPENDIX 4 - PHOTOGRAPH REGISTER



Films 1-7 relate to previous stages of work.  



FILM NO.�SHOT�DESCRIPTION�CONDITIONS�TAKEN FROM��������8 (slide)�1-2�Site 7, 702-703�Dull / overcast�SW��&�3-4�Site 7, 702-703�Dull / overcast�WNW��8 ( b & w)�5-6�Site 7, 702-703�Dull / overcast�NNW���7-8�Site 7, 702�Dull / overcast�NE���9-10�Site 7, 702, 705, 710�Dull / overcast�SSW���11-12�Site 7, 702, 705, 710�Dull / overcast�W���13-14�Site 7, 702, 705, 710�Dull / overcast�E���15-16�Site 7, 710, 702�Dull / overcast�S���17-18�Site 7, 705, 710-712�Dull / overcast�E���19-20�Site 7, 710-712�Dull / overcast�W���21-22�Site 7, 701, 705, 710-712�Dull / overcast�E���23-24�Site 7, west baulk�Dull / overcast�SW���25-26�Site 7, west baulk�Dull / overcast�NW���27-28�Site 7, 702 box-section�Dull / overcast�SW���29-30�Site 7, 702 box-section�Dull / overcast�W���31�Site 7, 702, 710�Dull / overcast�S���32�Site 7, 702, 710 �Dull / overcast�N���33�Site 7, 702�Dull / overcast�NW���34�Site 7, kubiena tins�Dull / overcast�W���35�Site 7, general shot�Dull / overcast�SW���36�Site 7, general shot�Dull / overcast�NW��������9 (slide)�1-7�Site 5, damage�Overcast�N, SW��8/3/00�8�Site 5, displaced stone�Overcast�SE���9�General shot�Overcast����10�Site 5, damage�Overcast�S���11�General shot�Overcast�W���12-15�Site 5, damage�Overcast�NW, W, N, E��15/3/00�16-20�Site 5, under removal�Overcast�various��w/brief�21-25�Site 14, under removal�Overcast�various���APPENDIX 5 - preliminary palaeoenvironmental analysis



Ciara Clarke



Methods



A 3L sample from Sample 5, context 705 was processed by suspending the sample in a bucket of water and decanting the suspension through nested 1mm and 0.3mm sieves.  The flots, once dry, were split into >4mm, 2-4mm, 1-2mm and 1-0.3mm fractions and sorted with the aid of a dissecting microscope.  The residue was sieved through a 1mm sieve and dried; it has not been sorted.  



Results



The flot yielded more than 19g of charcoal fragments >4mm at their longest axis and more than 7g of charcoal in the 2-4mm fraction.  It was not considered necessary to select charcoal from lower size fractions.  In addition to abundant charcoal fragments the 1-2mm fraction yielded 3 small spherical carbonised seeds, while 25% of the 1-0.3mm fraction yielded over 30 small spherical carbonised seeds.



Discussion



Charcoal is plentiful and fragments large enough for identification are present.  In addition to providing palaeoenvironmental information, should radiocarbon dating be required there is sufficient charcoal.  The tree species represented should be considered in assessing the suitability of the material for radiocarbon dating.  No cereal caryopses were recovered but small carbonised spherical seeds were plentiful.  Some of these seeds may be identifiable and if so could yield potentially useful palaeoenvironmental information.



Recommendations



This preliminary assessment demonstrates that the site has the potential for the preservation of carbonised plant macrofossils which may be appropriate to radiocarbon dating and palaeoenvironmental reconstructions.  The suitability of this material, and similar material from additional samples, for further analysis is dependant on the interpretation of the excavated feature from which each sample was taken and the security of the context, coupled to the research agenda for the site.



�APPENDIX 6 - CFA METHODS STATEMENT





1. 	Background



1.1	This Methods Statement provides information as appropriate to explain our approach to the additional archaeological work required at the proposed Kyle of Lochalsh WTW site (NGR: NG 8035 3081).  It is based upon recommendations made in CFA's report on a programme of archaeological field evaluation (CFA Report No 493), and in response to a request from NOSWA and the Highland Council Archaeology Service.  



1.2	Previous stages of archaeological work, comprising field survey and trial excavations, have been conducted during 1999 by CFA.  Reports have been produced on these phases of work (CFA Reports 481, 493).  



1.3	The excavations highlighted three features which merited further investigation prior to their destruction with the development of the WTW.  These sites comprise:



	Feature 5: a substantial stone cairn with sharply defined, if not formal edges, sealed beneath a substantial accumulation of soil.  Whilst the cairn may be no more than the result of field clearance, other explanations (such as a funerary function) are possible.  



	Feature 7: a stone cairn abutted by deposits of what appear to be midden.  The cairn may represent no more than field clearance material, although other explanations are possible given its association with the midden.  The date of the midden has not been established, although the nearby presence of a putatively later prehistoric roundhouse might suggest that it is related to later prehistoric occupation.



	Feature 14: a stone cairn showing evidence of complexity, including two phases of stone dumping, the latter incorporating suggestions of structural activity, and sealed beneath a formation of slopewash soil.  As for feature 5, the cairn may represent no more than cleared stone, although other explanations (such as a funerary function) are possible.  





2. 	Objectives



2.1 	The objectives of the additional archaeological works will be:



To record by excavation, to professional standards, feature 7, in advance of development.



To undertake the controlled dismantling of cairns 5 & 14 to ensure that no archaeologically important information relating to the function and date of these features is lost.  If significant discoveries are made, to make arrangements for their immediate recording.  



Where possible, to ensure that the above works are completed without causing any delay to the construction programme.  





3. 	Methods Statement



3.1	General



3.1.1	Work will be conducted with regard to the Institute of Field Archaeologists Standards.  Recording of all elements will be done following established CFA methods.



3.1.2	Any unexpectedly significant or complex discoveries, or any other unexpected occurrences or conditions which might affect the agreed project work or its timetable or cost will be notified immediately to the client and The Highland Council Archaeology Service so that revised arrangements can be made.



3.1.3	The Highland Council Archaeology service will be provided with adequate notice of fieldwork dates, in order that monitoring arrangements can be put in place. 



3.2	Excavation of feature 7



3.2.1	The trench excavated during the evaluation (which lies open) will be expanded to create a larger trench with approximate dimensions of 6m by 5m, extending across a large proportion of the mound.  The limits of the midden will additionally be defined, to examine whether it has structural associations.  



3.2.2	All excavation will be conducted by hand, and according to standard stratigraphic principles.  All exposed features and deposits will be examined, and will be substantially excavated.  



3.2.3	All artefacts will be retained for analysis.  Sieving of stratified deposits will be conducted as appropriate.  Samples of significant deposits will be taken for further analysis.  Samples will include bulk soil samples to be taken for plant macrofossil analyses, and tin samples to be taken for pollen and/or soil micromorphological analyses as appropriate.  



3.2.4	All excavation and on-site recording will be carried out according to standard CFA procedures, principally by drawing, by photography and by completing standard CFA record forms.  CFA operates a recording system based upon contexts sheets, with registers to log photographs and samples taken, small finds collected and field drawings produced.  Archaeological features are drawn in plan at 1:20 scale and section at 1:10 scale.  Both monochrome and colour slide photographs are taken, with features photographed from at least two different angles.  A site diary is maintained throughout the course of fieldwork.  Examples of completed forms are available upon request.  The positions of trenches will be recorded on the detailed site plan already prepared. 



3.2.5	We estimate that the excavation detailed above will be completed within 8 man days (4 working days).  



3.3	Dismantling of features 5 & 14



3.3.1	Features 5 and 14 will be systematically and rapidly dismantled by a CFA archaeologist, with the aid of earth-moving machinery.  Plant will be used for the initial removal of turf, topsoil and other overburden deposits.  This will be undertaken to expose the whole of each cairn.  The body of each cairn will be gradually removed as appropriate by hand or delicately by mechanical methods under constant archaeological direction.  Machinery will be used for the removal of large stones from the cairns.  



3.3.2	We anticipate that each cairn will be lowered gradually, rather than by cutting sections through them.  The purpose of this method of excavation will be to ensure that any significant remains present within or below the cairns will be detected without prior disturbance.  



3.3.3	If the dismantling works confirm that the cairns are simply the result of field clearance, recording will be restricted to note-taking, sketch drawings and photography.  



3.3.4	If significant archaeological remains are identified, we will immediately consult with NOSWA and Highland Council Archaeology Service to discuss the requirements for further work.  Such work is likely to comprise immediate salvage excavation of exposed remains - the scope of such works will be commensurate with the nature of any discoveries.  However, we stress that the results of the evaluation suggest that extensive or complex significant remains are unlikely to be present within either cairn.  



3.3.5	If the dismantling works do not detect significant archaeological remains, we estimate that 2 man days will be required to complete this element of the work.



3.4	Reporting



3.4.1	A Data Structure Report will be produced according to the standard Specification requirements produced by Highland Council Archaeology Service.  The Data Structure Report will include proposals for post excavation and publication work as appropriate.  A Costed Assessment will be produced under separate cover.  The report will be distributed as for previous reports produced for this project.  



3.4.2	Finds from the excavation will be notified to the Treasure Trove Advisory Panel.  



3.4.3	We will be pleased to make a presentation to the Local Community, and will discuss this with the Highland Archaeologist.



3.4.4	A brief summary of the results will be sent to the Council for Scottish Archaeology for inclusion in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.



3.4.5	The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, plans and reports, will be deposited with the NMRS following completion of all work for the project and approval by the client.  





4. 	Resources and Programming



4.1	Project Personnel



4.1.1	Project Manager and Site Director for CFA will be will be Andrew Dunwell BA FSA(Scot) MIFA, CFA's Field Manager.  He also conducted the evaluation fieldwork.  He will be assisted in the field by Ian Suddaby, who has been involved in both previous field stages of the project.  Mr Dunwell will be supported by palaeoenvironmental and graphics staff as required.



4.2	Health and Safety



4.2.1	All CFA staff have been inducted into CFA's Health and Safety plan (approved by the University of Edinburgh Safety Office).  



4.2.2	Prior notice of fieldwork starting dates, with contact names and local addresses, telephone numbers and directions and other arrangements for access will be given to the Highland Senior Archaeologist.



4.3	Timetable



4.3.1	We can commence the excavation of site 7 at two weeks notice, although we could commence at shorter notice if the fieldwork is required urgently.  We can conduct the watching brief of sites 5 & 14 at one week's notice.  Our report will be distributed within three weeks of the completion of all fieldwork.
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