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Hut circle at the lower end of Scottarie Glen, overlooking Kilbraur and Strath Brora

(Grid Reference 281940 910073  SMR Ref No. NC81SW0026) 

Dr Nick Lindsay

Sunnybrae

West Clyne

Brora

Sutherland

01408 621338 (home)          01408 623400 (work)                                                              KW9 6NH

e-mail: nick.lindsay@highland.gov.uk                                                           17th August, 2002

Setting:  Scottarie Glen is a NE-SW trending gently NE-sloping valley, rising at the foot of the watershed between Dunrobin Glen to the SW, to its termination in Strath Brora to the NE, close to the head of Loch Brora.  It is bounded to its SE by the high hills of Meall Odhar, Meall Dubh, Meall Meadhoin, Meall Horn and Kilbraer Hill, and to the NW by the open broad-backed moorland of the S bank of the River Brora.

Draining this broad basin is the Scottarie Burn, which has cut into the glacial moraines, forming a narrow, V-shaped incision into the valley floor.  The valley is mainly under rough grazing by sheep and deer and the vegetation comprises moorland heather and grasses.

Map evidence suggests that there has been a long-lived human habitation history, from the Bronze/Iron Age, up to the Sutherland Clearances of the 1820s, when the dispersed township of Scottarie was cleared of its tenants by the Duke of Sutherland’s agents to make way for sheep.
Weather: Hard frost, sunny and warm.
Locality 1.  Grid Reference: 281940 910073.  SMR Reference: NC81SW0026.

Well-formed and well-preserved hut circle on prominent natural knoll.  Raised above natural surface by a mound on which the foundation stones are placed.  5m internal diameter, 12m diameter mound.  1m thick walls.  Entrance in E.  Occasional clearance cairns in vicinity.  
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Hut circle at the lower (NE) end of Scottarie Glen, overlooking Kilbraur and Strath Brora

Locality 2.  Grid Reference: 281779 909972.  SMR Reference: None.

Field of clearance cairns up to 1m high and 3m long.  Very upstanding features on recently heather-burned surface.  
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      Field of clearance cairns                                                              Two of the largest clearance cairns
Locality 3.  Grid Reference: 281752 909957.  SMR Reference: None.

0.6m high pink granite boulder, close to 3 upright stones, mark the end of a low earthen dyke, approximately 1m wide.  Bends at grid refs 281717 909945, 281698 909912 and ends at 281699 909875.

[image: image5.jpg]



Prominent boulders at end of low turf dyke

Locality 4.  Grid Reference: 281632 909883.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0007.

Vague outline of hut circle (‘B’ on SMR).  Built up at S (downslope) side.  12m mound diameter.  No stones visible in walls.  Possible door in E.
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Hut circle ‘B’

Locality 5.  Grid Reference: 281614 909838.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0007.
Approx 20m SW of Locality 4 is an excellently preserved hut circle (‘A’ on SMR), maybe a successor to ‘B’.  Much better, distinct construction, with kerbed internal walls (see photo below).  Internal diameter 9m, wall thickness 1m, N wall is 1m high.  External wall is stone-lined and cavity filled with earth, especially well seen in the SE side (see photo below).  A well-formed, lined entrance passage extends for 3-4m in the SE.  
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                         Hut circle ‘A’                                                                 SE wall of hut circle ‘A’, with lined entrance

Locality 6.  Grid Reference: 281449 909851.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0008.
Round-ended rectangular/oval structure with up to 2m thick boulder walls, approximately 13m x 4m, with the uphill 4m section just a mass of boulder tumble.  Internal walls are kerbed and these form the largest of the boulders.  Appears to be a younger enclosure resting on older hut circle walls.  Well-formed and lined entrance passage in SE is 1m wide and 3m long.  Outer walls are up to 1.5m higher than the low interior.  

The structure appears to be too well constructed and occupying a prominent, elevated site, around 80m from adjacent hut circle to the E, to be just an enclosure for animals.  It could be that this is an evolutionary stage from a hut circle to a house; the same hut circle building techniques and location have been used, i.e. prominent knoll, raised mound, kerbed walls and entrance passage.
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    SE end of oval structure from SE                                                          SE end of oval structure from SW wall

Locality 7.  Grid Reference: 281296 909854.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0006.
Hut circle on heather-covered knoll.  Only a few stones visible in the remaining earthen walls, which attain maximum thickness of 1m on the S, higher walled, side and are almost at ground level on the uphill N side.  Internal diameter 7m.

Sheltered flat ground to the N and W are 20+ prominent clearance cairns.  The closest one to the hut circle at 281276 909834 has been partially excavated at its central SW side.  It is 7m diameter and 1.5m high.  Another at 281197 909838 has also been similarly disturbed.

Locality 8.  Grid Reference: 280750 909518.  SMR Reference: None.
Ancient peat-cutting activity.  Strips cut downslope.

Locality 9.  Grid Reference: 280516 909259.  SMR Reference: None.
Peat-cutting strip, 2m x 30m trending NW-SE.  Extensive older peat-cutting activity to its W and S.

Locality 10.  Grid Reference: 280515 909047.  SMR Reference: None.
Earthen dyke with occasional piles of stones, 2m wide and 0.5m high.  Bears 0500 for several hundred metres and also 3150 uphill.

Locality 11.  Grid Reference: 280623 909007.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0010 (part of).
Settlement of Scottarie (Lower) consisting of 3 unroofed house remains situated on raised ground between 2 branches of Scottarie Burn, lying close to the NW branch.

House No 1.  North-easternmost remains (and furthest down the glen) are 10m x 4m and are aligned 0500.  Wall remains are 0.8m thick and the SW gable end is a mass of rubble.  Doorway not apparent.  Building stone is mainly angular, but not dressed.

A roughly trapezium-shaped kale-yard, enclosed by stone walls, extends some 13m from the NW side of the house and is raised above the surrounding land.  An entrance to the kale-yard exists at the junction of the wall with the W house corner.

In the intervening ground between the house and the nearby sheepfold at 280764 909113 is a field of clearance cairns.

House No 2.  8m SW of House No 1 and trending 0660, these remains are 28m x 3m and have a bay (approximately 3m x 3m) on the NW and SE sides at the SW end.  The NE gable end is missing.  The building blocks are more rounded and the corners are less well defined than House No 1.  Walls are approximately 0.5m high and 0.8m thick.  Possible traces of a doorway 4m from the NE end on the SE side.  Boulder walls peter out half way along the remains to the NE, to leave grassed mound walls with buried rocks.  A wall runs from the NW bay and ends at the river bank to the NW.

To the NW of the house remains are the extremely well-preserved remains of a corn-drying kiln.  The bowl, in particular, is in excellent condition and, in my experience, perhaps the finest example in Clyne.  The remains measure 7.5m x 3.5m and the bowl is at the upslope, SE end.

House No 3.  Joined to the SW gable end of House No 2, these remains are 11m x 4m and trend 0660.  The wall remains are 0.8m high and are formed of more angular blocks than House No 2, and have well-formed, angular corners, both internally and externally.  Doors appear to be on both NW and SE sides, situated roughly centrally.  A stone-built wall extends from the S corner of the building and encloses, in a broad semi-circle, an area of ground to the river bank.

Locality 12.  Grid Reference: 280669 908982.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0010 (part of).
Small stone-walled enclosure, 6m x 8m, with nearest wall 2m from NW bank of branch of Scottarie Burn, overgrown with deep heather.

Locality 13.  Grid Reference: 280579 908876.  SMR Reference: None.
Clearance cairn, 2.5m diameter, 0.7m high, placed in small burn/ditch, away from the better agricultural ground either side.  Several other clearance cairns in the vicinity; a smaller one is 5m downstream and another is 20m upstream in a dry channel at 280579 908856.

Locality 14.  Grid Reference: 280397 908793.  SMR Reference: None.
Earthen dyke with occasional stones bears 1380 from Scottarie Burn to 280421 908767, then bears 1270 becoming much less distinct.

Locality 15.  Grid Reference: 280334 908650.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0010 (part of).
Very well-preserved corn drying kiln at settlement of Upper Scottarie, trending 0610.  Stone-lined bowl at upper, SW end.

Single longhouse footings, 32m x 4m, orientated 0440 with 4m x 4m bay on NW side.  A stone wall, 1m high, departs the building and ends at the bank of the burn to the NW.  A stone-walled enclosure with angular corners exists at the SW end of the structure and a fertile area of closely-cropped grass is found immediately to its SE.  A low grassy, stone dyke extends NE from part way along the SE side of the structure, enclosing the above-mentioned grassy area to its SW.  The dyke is composed of fewer rocks and more peaty turf on the SE side of a burn flowing down from Meall Horn to the SE.

At 280540 908486, the dyke is joined by another similar structure from a bearing of 0150.

Locality 16.  Grid Reference: 280556 908291.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0010 (part of).
Low, rounded-stone walls indicate remains of house, 15m x 4m, trending 0080.  It is now very boggy inside the wall remains.  A fairly level grassy enclosure is bounded by stone walls to its E side.

Locality 17.  Grid Reference: 280557 908251.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0010 (part of).
Stone-walled longhouse, 28m x 3.5m, trending 0570, with a doorway midway on the SE side.  On the NW side is an elongate bay, 6m x 3m, with a smaller bay, 3m x 4m, tucked into the N crook of the former bay.   The SW gable end is composed of large building stones and is over 1m high.  Other walls of this structure are generally 0.5m high.

From the S corner of the structure, a dyke comprising a low, single row of boulders, trends SW some 50m+ to the NE corner of a grassy area enclosed by a 14m x 14m wall, largely overgrown by deep heather.

Locality 18.  Grid Reference: 280635 908295.  SMR Reference: None.
A very rough boulder dyke, possibly constructed to divert water from flowing onto a strip of pasture below, bears 1930 for 20m and gradually fades out. 

Locality 19.  Grid Reference: 280638 908257.  SMR Reference: None.
Small hollow, surrounded by low hummocky turf dykes, containing occasional stones forms a small enclosure 5m x 3m and a dyke connects this to a burn to the E.

Locality 20.  Grid Reference: 280702 908305.  SMR Reference: None.
On a knoll, the indistinct remains of a house, 8.5m x 4m, trending 0590, is set 14m from the ?head dyke running uphill from Locality 15.

Locality 21.  Grid Reference: 280754 908450.  SMR Reference: None.
Hut circle, with low, thick walls, compose mainly of grass and heather with only a few stones, except for a single, prominent upright block on the NE side.  Has the plan of a prominent crescent on the NE side.  Internal diameter 6m, external diameter 15m.  Field of clearance cairns to its NE.

Locality 22.  Grid Reference: 280614 908526.  SMR Reference: NC80NW0017.
Hut circle with low walls composed of turf without stones visible.  Possible doorways in SE and NE as well.  Internal diameter 8m, external diameter 14m.  Several clearance cairns below (SW) around 25m away.

Locality 23.  Grid Reference: 280719 908754.  SMR Reference: Possibly NC80NW0009.
Hut circle with low walls composed of turf without stones visible.  Possible doorway in NE.  Internal diameter 6m, external diameter 12m downslope, but it is oval in plan, being 14m across in a SW-NE, contour-parallel orientation.  Occasional clearance cairns on hillside below.  

Locality 24.  Grid Reference: 280768 908776.  SMR Reference: None.
Very indistinct hut circle, with its upper wall cut into the hillside slope and its lower face built on a platform.  Also oval in plan: external diameters 12m downslope and 14m contour-parallel.  Surrounded by many prominent clearance cairns.

Locality 25.  Grid Reference: 281182 908930.  SMR Reference: None.
Corner of turf dyke.  Bears 1040 for 30m and 3390 (downhill) from here.  It continues 0900 to 281337 908932 just across a small burn to 281374 908936 to a burn crossing at 281419 908965 where there is a parallel dyke trending upslope.  From here it intersects with another dyke at 281426 909107, 5m E of a burn and bears 2860 towards the settlement below.

PAGE  
2

