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1.0 Background

The author was asked by Sylvestrus ltd to carry out an archaeological evaluation, consisting of a rapid desk-based assessment and walk-over survey, of an area of proposed felling of mature coniferous planting between Loch Laide and Abriachan in Inverness-shire. The object of the evaluation was to locate known archaeological sites and evaluate their survival within the forestry, and to identify previously unrecorded sites lying within or adjacent to the proposed scheme. This information will be used to mark sites before felling commences to minimize damage to the archaeological record.

2.0 Methodology

A rapid desk-based assessment was carried out to examine the archaeological and historical background . The following easily accessible data sources were consulted:

· Highland SMR held by the Archaeology Unit at Highland Council in Inverness

· National Monuments Record for Scotland, held by the RCAHMS in Edinburgh

· Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh

This was followed by a site visit. This was carried out on September 6th 2005 in dry and clear weather conditions. Archaeological features were not plotted using a GPS navigator, as the signal was impede by the trees.

3.0 Site Description

The area  of evaluation consists of a roughly triangular plantation covering approximately 10 hectares, bounded to the north and south by public roads and to the west by an enclosed field, probably formerly cultivated but now being re-colonised by heather. The ground was ploughed and the trees planted in approximately 1972. The trees are unbrashed and consist of mostly Scots pine, with some blocks of sitka spruce. One break, running E-W through the plantation, allows an overhead power line and a buried water main to cross the area. There is one inhabited house, a former farm cottage, at the north edge of the plantation.
4.0 Archaeological Background

The following archaeological site is recorded on the Highland SMR within this area of evaluation:

· Lochlaide/Abriachan: Hut Circles and Field system, centred on NH 550 354, SMR no. NH53NE0008. A settlement of four huts with an associated field system. The individual locations of the huts are not given on the SMR, but two are recorded on the present OS map. The field system is described as being defined by stone clearance heaps with a few walls and lynchets, but details obscured by heather. The field system and one of the huts was ploughed prior to afforestation, but a local resident drew the attention of the forester to the other huts in time to prevent them being ploughed through as well.

In addition, the area has been noted as a find spot for a number of flint tools recovered by field walking when the ground was ploughed:

· NMRS NH53NE13. A quantity of worked flints, all the yellow/orange/red colour of ‘Buchan’ flint 
5.0 Evidence from Cartographic Sources

The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1875 indicates that the area of this evaluation is unenclosed and unimproved, with the exception of a small, irregularly shaped area of ground east of the farmstead of Druim, which is shown as one roofed building. The cultivated area is bounded to the north and east by dykes. A trackway crosses the are from Druim to Loch Laide, one of several routes running E-W which may be peat tracks. The farmstead at NH 550 356 is not shown in 1875.
The 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map at the beginning of the 20th century shows the second farmstead, and the whole area divided by four field boundaries running approximately NNE-SSW. However, most of the ground is still unimproved, with the exception of an enlarged cultivated area east of Druim and two smaller areas SW of the second farmstead. A road follows the approximate same route as the present public road from Abriachan to Beauly which follows the south boundary of the area.

The enclosure of land into presumably croft units and the building of a new farmstead indicate an expansion into marginal ground between 1875 and 1900.

6.0 Gazeteer of Archaeological Sites
The following archaeological sites were noted during the walk-over survey:

1. Loch Laide settlement and field system, centred on NH 550 354. As no individual locations are recorded for the four huts (A-D) it is uncertain which is which. So they are numbered here (1-4) with no relation to the SMR numbering A-D
1.1 Hut Circle at NH 5514 3556.  This hut survives within a small unploughed area immediately south of the boundary fence. The features of the hut are indistinct under a thick growth of vegetation and some fallen timber (Photo no. 1)
1.2 Hut Circle at NH 5496 3544. This hut survives within the break in forestry, slightly to the north of centre of the break where it extends slightly into the forestry. The features of the hut are indistinct under a thick growth of grasses and some self-seeded trees.  (Photo no. 2)
1.3 Hut circle at NH 5502 3538. This hut has been ploughed and planted over. The site is indicated by some possibly set stones and a scatter of rubble on the surface and visible on the sides of plough furrows. (Photo no. 3)
1.4 Hut circle at NH 5498 3533. This hut is located south of the road outwith the plantation. It is visible as slight banks, but the features are obscured by heather.  (Photo no. 4)

            The field system does not survive the ploughing of the area. Some scatters of stones may represent the remains of field clearance piles, but these are too uncertain to be recorded.
2. Farmstead or croft house at NH 5502 3559. From cartographic evidence, this is assumed to have been built between 1875 and 1900. It is ruinous, the walling standing to a maximum height of 1.5m at the west gable and reduced to low banks at the east end. It is overgrown with nettles and mature deciduous trees, which made more detailed investigation impossible. To the east of the building is a roughly rectangular enclosure or stackyard.  (Photo no. 5)
3. Field Boundary Dyke from NH 5493 3558 to NH 5491 3551. A moss-covered bank with visible medium-sized stones, aligned 15°. There is no trace of this bank south of the break, or north of the building. To the west of the north end of its visible section, a row of boulders running roughly E-W indicates a field boundary. This corresponds to a boundary recorded on the 2nd edition OS map.  (Photo no. 6)
4. Field Boundary Dyke from NH 5550 3558 to NH 5497 3548. The moss-covered remains of what may have been a double-skin drystone dyke. This corresponds to a field boundary recorded on the 2nd edition OS map. (Photo no. 7)
5. Field Boundary Dyke from NH 5507 3558 to NH 5506 3552. The moss-covered remains of what appears to  have been a double-skin drystone dyke. This boundary is not recorded on the 2nd edition OS map. (Photo no. 8)
6. Druim Farmstead, field boundary dyke from NH 5540 3550 to NH 5539 3545. A low, grass and moss covered bank in a narrow break in the trees, corresponding to the field boundary recorded on the 1st and the 2nd edition OS maps. (Photo no. 9)
7. Field boundary, field clearance stones at NH 5488 3553. Immediately within the present boundary fence, at th west end of the break, is a substantial bank of field clearance stones. These appear to have been cleared from the field to the west.  (Photo no. 10)
7.0 Conclusions and Recommendations

It is clear from the survival of the sites listed above that only features large enough to make avoidance easier than removal, or features made known to the forester were not ploughed out. While it is worthwhile protecting these features from further damage during felling operations, it is not likely to be worthwhile attempting to identify and protect minor features of the field system contemporary with the hut circles. However, as noted above, a number of prehistoric worked flints were recovered during field walking between ploughing and planting, and it is likely that further flints will have been turned up by the action of tree roots and windblow. It is recommended that any disturbed ground be checked for such finds.
The features listed above should be protected from damage during felling operations according to the Forests and Archaeology Guidelines produced by the Forest Authority. Measures to protect sites should include marking visible features before felling commences to prevent damage from machinery, and sensible working techniques in the felling of trees on or adjacent to features. The stumps of trees removed from features such as site 1.3 should be left to rot in situ rather than removed.
Any future management proposals for this area of ground should include a programme for the protection of the archaeology, drawn up after consultation with the Archaeology Unit at Highland Council.

8.0 Photographs

1. Site no. 1.1.  Hut circle. The clearing in the forestry is no larger than the hut circle. View from NW

2. Site no. 1.2.  Hut Circle. Indistinct low, heather-covered banks in the break in the forestry. View from SSE

3. Site no. 1.3.  Hut Circle. Site of the ploughed out hut circle, with some visible disturbed rubble. View from SW.

4. Site no. 1.4   Hut Circle. Heather-covered low banks in open ground south of the road, view from E.

5. Site no. 2.  Farmstead. NW corner of building showing most substantial section of walling, view from SE.
6. Site no. 3. Field Boundary Dyke. Visible large stones in low turf covered bank in narrow break in forestry. View from S.
7. Site no. 4. Field Boundary Dyke. Surviving section of possible double-skin drystone wall, view from SSW.
8. Site no. 5. Field Boundary Dyke. Surviving section of rubble walling, view from W. 
9. Site no. 6. Druim, Field Boundary Dyke. Low, grassy bank in narrow break in forestry. View from N.
10. Site no. 7. Field edge, Field Clearance Stones. Substantial bank of field clearance stones between present and former fence lines. View from NE.
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