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Archaeological desk-Based Assessment of Overhead Power Line Refurbishments between Drumnadrochit and Fort Augustus, and Invermoriston and Cluanie Dam

Introduction

The author was asked by Scottish and Southern Energy to carry out an archaeological desk-based assessment of the areas of refurbishment work on the overhead power lines between Drumnadrochit and Fort Augustus, and Invermoriston and Cluanie Dam, with branches to Loyne Dam, and from Bhlaraidh to Loch Stac Valve House and Crathaic Valve House. Work between Drumnadrochit and Fort Augustus is to involve a complete rebuild, and the archaeological assessment covers the entire length of this route. The other sections involve work on individual poles, and the assessment covers only the immediate area of these poles and their access. The object of the assessment is to identify previously recorded archaeological features and predict areas of archaeological interest, to pinpoint areas where further field survey might be necessary to assess the impact of the work on archaeological features, and to recommend measures to protect the archaeological record.

Method

Information on previously recorded archaeological features was taken from the Sites and Monuments Record, held by the Archaeology Unit within the Department of Planning and Development at Highland Council in Inverness. Further information on changes in land use over the past 130 years, indicating areas of potential archaeological interest, was  acquired by consulting maps held by the Highland Archive in Inverness, particularly the 1st and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey maps.

The Archaeological Assessment

Drumnadrochit – Fort Augustus

Along this section, all areas of archaeological interest have been noted. For ease of location, the Pole numbers of the existing power line have been used as well as grid references

Pole 338: Dun Scriben, Fort at NH 4913 2358, SMR no. NH42SE0003, Scheduled Ancient Monument. This site is located on a hill summit, therefore it is unlikely that any accidental damage will occur. The beginning of the section to be rebuilt is 170m SW of the fort, and access is presumably via an existing tack from Grotaig which skirts round the base of the hill on which the fort is located.

Poles 361-365: Ruskich Inn at NH 4814 2188 Ruskich Inn is recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, and consists of three roofed buildings on the roadside and a long enclosure above the road to the SW of the buildings, also a track leading up the hill towards Grotaig. The route of the power line runs to the west of most of these features, but may pass through the western end of the enclosure. Any visible dykes should be marked to prevent accidental damage, and material should not be removed for the purpose of backfilling. 

Poles 385-90: Primrose Bay, Farmstead at NH 469 204, SMR no. NH42SE0013 On the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, this is recorded as one unroofed building within a large enclosure above the road. This ruin does not correspond to the present buildings, but is located to their west. As the power line passes along the road here, it is not likely to cause any damage to any features of the farmstead.

Poles 415-420: Allt Sigh, Farmstead at NH 4575 1918, B-Listed House at NH 45752 19176, SMR no. NH33SE0028. On the 1st edition OS map, Three roofed buildings and several sections of dyke are recorded above the road, which at that time dipped inland to cross the stream at a slightly higher point than the present road. Two enclosures, one shown as under cultivation, are marked below the road, one on either side of the stream. Presumably, one of these three roofed buildings is the present B-Listed house. These lie far enough above the route of the power line to be unaffected. The power line may pass through the remains of the two enclosures. Any visible dykes associated with these enclosures should be protected from accidental damage, and material should not be removed from them for backfilling.

Poles 425-6: Possible farmstead at NH 4536 1858. The 1st edition OS map shows one unroofed building and kailyard within an enclosure below the road at this location. It is possible that building of the present road has removed all trace of this building, but if it is a visible ruin, it should be marked to protect it from accidental damage, and material should not be removed from it.

Poles 443 449: Enclosures at NH 4451 1758. The 1st edition OS map shows two areas enclosed by dykes, and two areas left clear of trees at this location. The dyked enclosures are on both sides of the road, below the road at poles 446-447 and above the road at poles 447-448, while the unenclosed open spaces are just east of these, also one on each side of the road. No buildings are recorded at this location. Any visible dykes should be marked to protect them from accidental damage, and material should not be removed from them.

Poles 470-472: Invermoriston Home Farm at NH 43088 16508, SMR no. NH41NW0007, A-Listed Buildings. All the farm buildings and associated features are protected by the Listing. This would extend to include features in the area immediately below the farm buildings where the power line will pass. On the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, there appears to be a walled garden, and the tailrace of the mill. If the work is likely to affect these or any other features, Listed Building Consent will be required.

Pole 477: Boathouse at NH 4285 1624. Only one boathouse is marked on the 1st edition OS map, although the present pathfinder map gives the plural, indicating that one or more have been constructed since 1880. These are presumably visible standing features which are not likely to be accidentally damaged by this project.

Poles 500-501: Roinn Bhan, Farmstead at NH 4251 1514. The 1st edition OS map shows three buildings, one above and two below the road, with one large rectangular enclosure above the road and a dyke running from the road to the shore south of this. At least one of these buildings is presumably still in use (Rudha Ban) Any other visible ruins and dykes should be marked to protect them from accidental damage, and material should not be removed from them.

Pole 515: East Portclair, Boathouse at NH 4192 1414. This building is not marked on the 1st edition OS map, so presumably postdates 1880. It is presumably a visible building which is not likely to be damaged by this project.

Poles 516-520: East Portclair, Farmstead at NH 4185 1400. This is not to be confused with the depopulated township of the same name which is located to the west and presumably corresponds to the Portlay Beg marked on Blaeu’s map of 1654. the farmstead, as marked on the 1st edition OS map, consists of two roofed buildings below the road, south of the Innerack Burn, and three enclosures above the road. At least one of these buildings is presumably still in use (Tigh na Run) and the power line at this point passes on the west side of the road. Any visible dykes associated with the enclosures should be marked to prevent accidental damage, and material should not be removed from them.

Pole 560: Well at NH 4002 1171 A well is marked at this location on the 1st edition OS map. It may have been completely removed during the construction of the present road, and it is not felt necessary to take nay action to protect it.

Pole 583: Lochness Cottage, Farmstead at NH 390 1066, SMR no. NH31SE0005. To the east of the present cottage, and east of the Allt Carn an Doire Mhoir, below the road, one unroofed building and a section of dyke are marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map. It appears to be far enough from the road and the route of the power line to be unaffected, but any visible ruin should be located and marked to prevent accidental damage.

Invermoriston – Cluanie Dam

Along this section and its various branches, only archaeological sites and areas of possible archaeological interest lying close to poles where work is to take place or to access routes to these poles have been considered for the purposes of this assessment. Recommendations to minimise damage to these features is given for each location. Where no recommendations are given, it is considered that, although close to areas of work, the features are unlikely to be affected.

Pole 96;  Glen Moriston, Enclosure at NH 364 157, SMR no. NH31NE0010. This enclosure is recorded at this location on the Sites and Monuments record, based on information from the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map. However, no enclosure is marked on that map at this location, and it is assumed that there has been an error in recording the information on the SMR.

Pole 135: Torran Dubh na Buaile, Farmstead at NH 3364 1483, SMR no. NH31SW0010. One unroofed building is marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map. However, on the present pathfinder map the building at this location is marked as roofed, with a driveway to it. It is therefore probably no longer an archaeological feature.

Pole 155,156,159,166: Dundreggan Crofting Township, NH 318 141, SMR no. NH31SW0004. None of these poles are immediately adjacent to marked ruinous features of the crofting township. It is possible that there are more features than those recorded on the Ordnance Survey maps. It is recommended that care be taken at these poles to avoid damage to any standing features, and not to remove any material for backfilling from any ruins or dykes.

Pole 167,168  Carved ‘Footprint’, Cairn, Burying Ground at NH 3117 1380, SMR no. NH31SW0011 Recorded as ‘Cairn’ on the present Pathfinder map, with an access track leading up from the road. These features are not immediately adjacent to the two poles where work will be carried out, but are noted to prevent accidental damage to these or any associated features while gaining access to the poles. 

Pole 196: Dalchreichart Deserted Township at NH 295 127, SMR no. NH21SE0006. This is the location given on the SMR for the deserted township, although no ruinous buildings are marked on any map. The crofting township of Dalchreichart, as recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, has all but one of its buildings above the road, with its enclosed land running down from the road to the river. As the power lines run below the road, it is assumed that no damage will be done to any archaeological features of the township.

Poles 205-8: Lochan A’Chrois, ‘Abbey’, Crosses at NH 286 127, SMR no. NH21SE0002. This site is on the small island in the lochan on the other side of the road from the power line and itself will not be affected. There are no known standing features in the vicinity of the lochan associated with the religious site, but it might be considered prudent to monitor any excavation work being carried out on the poles which are less than 30m from the edge of the lochan.

Pole 273: Mackenzie’s Cairn at NH 2361 1121 and

Pole 276-7: MacKenzie’s Grave at NH 2358 1122, SMR no. NH21SW0001

These two monuments are both presumably visible features, which it should be possible not to damage accidentally. The cairn is described as measuring 3m. in diameter and 2.5m in height, surmounted by a large stone. No description is given on the SMR of the Grave, which is to the west of the Cairn.

Bhlaraidh – Loch Stac Valve House

Pole 18:  Sheepfold and Dykes at NH 3745 1760 A sheepfold and two sections of dyke are marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, in an area which is now under forest. The twp sections of dyke run SW from the Allt Loch a’ Chrathaich to the Allt Bhlaraidh, cutting across the ‘sron’, while the sheepfold is to the NW. Pole 18 is located approximately on one of the sections of dyke. This feature may be badly degraded from being under trees, but if it is visible, it should be protected from further damage by avoiding removing any material from the dyke during repair work. The sheepfold lies far enough north of the power line to be unaffected by the present work.

Bhlaraich – Crathaich Valve House

Poles 15 and 17:  Levishie Forest, Possible Burial Ground at NH 372 189, SMR no. NH31NE0001. This supposed old family burial ground is marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map as a small oval enclosed area bordering on the west bank of the Allt Loch a’Chrathaich. Pole 15 is just to the north of this, but on the east bank, while Pole 17 is on the west bank but further upstream. Work on these two sites should not affect this possible archaeological feature, but it is recommended that it not be crossed for access, and no material should be removed from the area.

Tomchrasky

Poles 1 and 2: Creagan na-h-Atha, Possible Township at NH 2559 1176, SMR no. NH21SE0014. One unroofed building and a section of dyke is marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, but the present Pathfinder map shows four unroofed buildings, two enclosures and three sections of dyke. It is possible that this area was poorly surveyed for the first map, or that the majority of buildings and dykes were constructed later than 1880. Poles 1 and 2 are located to the north of this group of features, Pole 1 is just north of one of the enclosures. It is recommended that care be taken to avoid damage to any visible features of this group while gaining access to the area of work, and that no material is removed from any standing feature.

Bun Loyne to Loyne Dam

Poles L1-L7: Bun Loyne, Possible Township at NH 213 098. Several buildings and enclosures are marked between the road and the track running south towards Loch Loyne. The poles where work is to take place are all located to the east of the track, so there should be no affect on these visible features. It is possible that further features belonging to the township, not marked on the map, lie to the east of the track as well. It is recommended that any visible features be located, and marked to avoid accidental damage

Conclusions

It appears from the information examined in this assessment, that the effect on the archaeological record of the present project is slight. No recorded prehistoric features are likely to be affected, and almost all of the features noted on the route of the power lines date to the modern, post-Clearance period. Recommendations have been given for each site to protect the archaeology from damage, but it is not felt that further archaeological recording or monitoring will be necessary at any of the sites, with the possible exception of the vicinity of the religious site at Lochan a’Chrois (Poles 205-8, Invermoriston-Cluanie Dam). Any decisions on further archaeological work on the project will be made in consultation with the senior archaeologist in charge of the project at Highland Council.
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