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Introduction

This report is for a watching brief conducted on behalf of Mr. A Hodge by the author for a development of a single house at Kingsteps, by Nairn. 

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank the following for their help during the work :

- Mr. A Hodge;

- Staff of John A Jack Contracts Ltd, for onsite works;

- Staff of Highland Council Archaeology Unit.

Site Location

See over

Historical Background

The area of the development lies adjacent to a number of archaeological sites in the nearby vicinity. The following sites are recorded in the National Monuments Record of Scotland :

 -NH95NW4 at NH 9002/5719 – site of mill;

- NH95NW9 at NH 901/572 – find of stone cist;

- NH95NW13 at NH 901/572 – find of stone tool;

- NH95NW21 at NH 902/568 – cropmark of enclosure. (This site lies 400m south of the area of development.)

The development itself lies in the area formerly being the garden belonging to Kingsteps House. Kingsteps House is marked on the 1st edition of the OS map of 1871 and 2nd edition of 1905. (See over) The OS map of 1871 shows an L-shaped building, whilst the Os map of 1905 shows 2 structures and garden.

The OS name book of 1869 records a Mr John Bowie, as tenant and to consist of ‘a small farm house one storey high with offices attached, thatched and only in middling repair.’ The house, heavily modernised in the 1960’s and 70’s, was demolished prior to work being carried out at the site. 

Previous archaeological work in the form of an archaeological watching brief (Farrell, 2001) was conducted on the 3 other house plots as part of the overall development, with no archaeological features being found.

Objectives

To conduct a watching brief on the excavation of the single house plot to record those features revealed by excavation work. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit for the development is enclosed.

Site Conditions

The area under investigation was formerly part of a garden relating to the site of Kingsteps House of grass and some shrubbery. Weather on the day of work (March 15th 2001) was overcast with sunny periods. 

Watching Brief Investigation

Methodology

The watching brief was carried out in accordance with accepted professional archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999). Over the construction period a suitably qualified archaeologist was on site to carry out observations and assessment of the area affected by the excavation works. 

Results
An inspection of the area’s of excavation (see plan) centred at NH 9022/5730 showed no features prior to excavation. Underlying the turf and topsoil of an average depth of 250mm depth was sand. (The whole development lying on an area of raised beach) The area of the house plot being heavy with root action, due to adjacent trees.

No archaeological deposits or features were revealed during the course of excavations. 

Recommendations

No recommendations with regards to this development project are to be proposed. 

Archive

Notebook of results to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh. A set of colour slides has been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.
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Appendix 1 – Details of Slides

Slides have been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, Inverness.

1 – View of site prior to excavation facing SW
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2 – View of site prior to excavation facing W
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3 – View of machining facing W
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4 – View of machining facing W




15-3-01

5 – View of house site upon excavation facing NW
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6 – View of machining of garage facing SW
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7 – View of garage site upon excavation facing S
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