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Introduction

This report is for an evaluation conducted for Wittets Ltd on behalf of Buidheann Tigheadas Ltd by the author for the proposed construction of 8 house and associated access at Armadale, Skye. 
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Historical Background

The area of the evaluation lies adjacent to a recorded archaeological site, being the cairn at NG 6368/0390 that lies to the south east of the area of development. A search of estate maps held in the local Clan Donald Centre at Armadale Castle revealed that from 1763 the ground is marked as for grazing. An extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1876 in enclosed.

Objectives

To conduct a walkover survey of the site and to evaluate 5% of the site before any development work is carried out. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed.

Results

Weather on the days of work was overcast with sunny periods.
A walkover of the site revealed no features to be identified with the exception of a modern sheep pen (See photographs over), which lay directly in line of the proposed access road.

A total of 760 metres squared of the area of development being 5% of the total area were machine trial trenched. The trenches revealed no archaeological features or deposits to be revealed. The only finds were some sherds of Victorian pottery (not retained) in the north most trench and probably relate to manuring of the field.

Archive

Field notebook of results to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh.

A full set of colour slides of the work is deposited with Highland Council Archaeology Unit.
Recommendations

No recommendations with regards to this project are to be proposed.
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