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INTRODUCTION

An archaeological evaluation of a proposed residential, industrial and tourist development on farmland to the west of Coishletter, Edinbane, Isle of Skye, was commissioned by Ewen Gillies Builders. The aim of the evaluation was to assess the archaeological deposits within the development area. This information will enable the Highland Council Archaeological Unit, on behalf of Highland Council Planning and Development Service, to assess the archaeological impact of the proposed development.


The evaluation works have been designed to assess the nature, extent and condition of the archaeological remains present, and hence allow effective mitigation, within the framework of the planning system.



The archaeological works were undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group during November 1999. The works undertaken included a desk-based assessment, a walk-over field survey and an intrusive field evaluation. The field evaluation entailed the machine excavation of trial trenches representing a 3% sample of the total land area of the development.

Site Location
The proposed development area (centred NGR: NG 341 508) lies on the slopes west of the village of Coishletter at the head of Loch Greshornish (Figure 1). The development area consists of three fields that are presently used for stocking sheep. In general the land is cut through by natural gully features and slopes away to the north-east towards the coast.


The village of Coishletter lies directly to the north and further north, on the opposite hillside, the village of Edinbane overlooks the development. The land behind the development area, to the south, is currently under plantation forestry.


The vegetation consists predominately of rough grazing, though considerable areas of wetter ground with reeds, especially in the north-western field, are present.  


Methodology
Desk-based Assessment

A rapid archive consultation was undertaken to review the information held in readily accessible public archives. This information allowed the compilation of the known history of landuse in the area. The public archives consulted included:

i) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (the National Monument Record of Scotland; the Ordnance Survey name book; Listed Buildings inventory, and the Aerial Photographic Unit for vertical aerial photographic coverage

ii) The National Map Library (Early edition Ordnance Survey maps; early cartographic records of the area)

iii) The Scottish Record Office (Old and New Statistical Accounts; Estate Maps)

iv)
Historic Scotland Map Library  (Scheduled areas, Conservation areas, SSSI's and Designed Landscapes). 


The sources reviewed for the desk-based assessment were examined for an area extending up to 1 km beyond the limit of the proposed development. This was deemed necessary to fully evaluate the immediate vicinity of the proposed development and so allow an assessment of the potential for unidentified archaeological and historic sites to lie within the proposed development area. A full gazetteer of the archaeological and historical sites identified by the desk-based assessment is contained within Appendix 1. The locations of the monuments nearest to the development area are illustrated in Figure 2.

Walk-over survey 

After completion of the desk-based assessment, the walkover survey was undertaken in the first week of November 1999. The development area is crossed by two fence-lines which portions it into three areas. Each of these areas was surveyed individually in turn. The survey was carried out by walking transects at 10 m intervals across each of the areas. Possible archaeological monuments were marked with a cane. Once an area had been fully surveyed each monument was given a thorough examination. This included a written description, accurate sketch plan and a series of photographs of both the monument and its location. Figure 3 shows the relative positions and sizes of the monuments as recorded from the walkover survey.

Field evaluation

The field evaluation was comprised of two elements. Firstly, the excavation by mechanical excavator of a series of trial trenches across the development area. Secondly, an appraisal of the archaeological monuments present within the development area, as defined by the desk-based assessment and the walkover survey, required the hand excavation of a number of small slot trenches. The hand dug slot trenches were used to gauge the nature and condition of the known archaeological remains. The locations of the machine excavated trenches (Nos.1 to 21) and the slot trenches (Nos.1 to 3) are presented on Figure 3.

Trial Trenching

The machine excavation of twenty-one trial trenches exposed a basal area of 3212 m2 (Appendix 2). This represents an excavated surface area in excess of the required 3% sample of the development area. The field evaluation was undertaken during the last week of November 1999.

The trench locations were designed to cover the full extent of the development area so as to identify any previously unrecorded archaeological remains, as well as attempting to fully define the extent and nature of the sites located during the walkover survey. Local topography also played a large role in the positioning of  trenches. The development area is characterised by breaking slopes, bedrock ridges and of areas that are prone to waterlogging. The development area also contained a natural burn and a network of excavated drainage ditches. These were important constraints in trench location and, because of the heavy rain during the  evaluation, drainage became a prime concern. Angling the majority of the trenches down-slope aided water run-off, but this was not possible in all cases.  


In each of the trenches the plough-soil was stripped by a 360° tracked excavator with a 1.6 m wide toothless ditching bucket, under the supervision of an AOC Archaeology Group Field Officer, to expose the upper surface of the underlying sub-soil. After machine excavation all trench faces requiring examination and/or further excavation and recording were hand cleaned. All significant features were planned at a scale of 1:50. A record was kept of the depth and nature of the topsoil and its relationship to the sub-soil (a full catalogue of the site drawings is presented in Appendix 6).

All sub-surface features were investigated by hand excavation. Those features which were neither modern nor natural, eg plough marks, field drains with plastic or clay piping, disused animal burrows, tree bowls and stone holes (deriving from stones removed by ploughing), were fully recorded and sampled using AOC Archaeology's standard field record method. This consists of a pro-forma context form, colour slide and colour print photography (Appendix 4), drawing record (Appendix 6) and bulk soil samples. A copy of the DES entry is presented in Appendix 7.

Slot trenching
Hand dug slot trenches were utilised to clarify the extent, condition and character of the sites that the field survey and desk-based assessment had shown to exist within the development area. The slot trenches were 0.5 m wide and excavated down to subsoil level (Appendix 3). During the course of the evaluation it was felt appropriate that only half of the known sites actually required a slot trench to be excavated. Site No.1, the large field bank, was sectioned by two separate machine trenches (Figure 7). Sites Nos.3 and 5 were deemed unsuitable for excavation by  small slot trenches for differing reasons. Site No.3 is a small field clearance cairn on a bedrock ridge, the extent and nature of which can be confidently stated without the need of an exploratory slot trench (Figure 9). Site No.5 consisted of two concentrations of stones which may be disturbed field clearance or robbed out shielings (Figure 6). It was decided that more informative data would gained from opening a trial trench (Trench 20) along the same ridge to see if any additional features were associated with these stone concentrations.

RESULTS 

Desk-based assessment

The archive consultation demonstrated that there are no recorded prehistoric or medieval remains within the development area. The only sites known within the development area are Site No.4, a turf walled house with byre and enclosure which may have been in use last century (Figure 5) and Site No.5, two clearance cairns (Figure 6). 

Within a 250 m radius of the development area there are a further six known sites. Five of these are abandoned farming settlements, some of which have multiple buildings. Site No.12 appears on the First Edition Ordnance Survey (O.S.) map of 1881 as a township of sixteen buildings. It lies close to the river just to the east of the development. The majority of the farmsteads and longhouses lie to the north-west of the development area on the slopes of Monadh Choisleadar and are associated with shielings found on the upper slopes of the hill. It quite clear from the dense concentration of activity on the north-eastern side of this large hill that this area must once have been a favoured location supported a sizeable farming community. Many of these structures may only be a few hundred years old and some will have been occupied in the last century.

The only other site within 250 m of the development area that is not a croft, is the large cairn on the north side of the modern A850. It lies within 300 m of the high tide mark and measures some 19 m in diameter with the remains of a later rectangular building on its north side. This monument points to at least some prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the development site.


The earliest map to mention Coishletter is Thomson’s, “Skye” from 1824. This map indicates settlement at both ‘Edinban’ and ‘Cushlider’ but without sufficient detail to be of use. Earlier maps such as Blaeu’s, “Skia” from 1654 fails to mention Cushlider or indicate anything at the head of Loch Greshornish. The First Edition O.S. map-sheets, ‘Skye’ xvi and xxii from 1881 depict the development area as an area of cultivation with no buildings or structures (Figure 4). Two field boundaries are shown, one a NE-SW straight field boundary and the other, U-shaped, at the north west of the development area. The Second Edition O.S. mapsheets, ‘Skye’ xvi and xxii from 1901 show the same field boundaries except that the U-shaped boundary has been reduced somewhat to form a hook shape. During the walkover survey the hook shaped field boundary was identified and appears in Appendix 1, as Site No.1 (Figure 7). Whilst Site No.1 is a disused boundary, the NE-SW alignment of the other bank is still very much active though no trace of the earlier bank or wall survives. It now stands as a fence with a modern cut drain and provides an access route into the development area via a track that runs parallel with the fence on its SE side.

Walk-over survey

Conducted in early November the field survey added four sites to the Site Gazetteer, Appendix 1 (Figure 3):

Site No.1
a hook shaped field bank as shown on the Second Edition O.S. map.

Site No.2 
hay drying platforms

Site No.3
a clearance cairn 

Site No.6 
a structure, much disturbed

Site No.1, the field bank survives, to a height of over 0.5 m in places but has been disturbed by the cutting of field drains. Site No.2 is only visible due to stones protruding through the turf and reeds (Figure 8). These platforms are at ground level and consist of a compacted layer of stones which with time has become overgrown by vegetation. Sites Nos.3 and 6 are clearly visible in the landscape as discrete sites in prominent positions. Site No.3 is a small clearance cairn situated on a ridge in the middle of the development area (Figure 9). When this land was under cultivation this bedrock ridge would have been a perfect dumping ground for field clearance.  Site No.6, which resembles two cairns, may actually be the remains of a small croft (Figure 10). It lies adjacent to a natural burn on a slight rise in the general downslope, with views north to Loch Greshornish.

Field Evaluation

The fieldwork was undertaken over five days between 22nd to 26th November 1999. Weather conditions deteriorated over the course of the week with intermittent showers replaced by heavy rain and gales by the last day. This foul weather caused the  evaluation trenches to flood as soon as they were opened. Despite the 360°  mechanical digger creating drainage gullies, many of the trenches became virtual reservoirs overnight. The trial trench and slot trench locations are shown on Figure 3 with trench and slot trench summaries listed in Appendices 2 and 3 respectively. 

Trial Trenching
The trial trenching uncovered no evidence of prehistoric or medieval remains of any type. The majority of the twenty-one trenches opened revealed no archaeological features. Only eight of the trenches contained features and three of these are simple stone field drains of probable nineteenth or twentieth century date (Trenches 10, 12 & 13). Of the others, the pit from Trench 4 contained no artefacts. This solitary feature is probably a stone hole, a by-product of cultivation, which definitely occurred over this area of land. Trench 17 revealed a dark sooty deposit containing some very large stones. Trenches 19 and 21 were positioned so as to gauge the extent of this man-made feature. The feature appeared in all three trenches though its form is slightly different in each. Trench 20 contained four features. These were the foundations of a wall above the subsoil, the foundations of a curving section of wall cut into the subsoil and two areas of burning directly over the subsoil. Nineteenth to twentieth century pottery sherds were recovered from one of these areas of burning. 


The natural sub-soil varied across the site and comprised a mixture of  weathered bedrock and natural clay deposits. The topsoil was a relatively homogenised mid to dark brown silty soil with a slight clay content containing a mixture of both angular and rounded stones. The natural bedrock occurs at a shallow depth and is visible as protruding prominent ridges as at Site No.3 and No.5. Thick peat deposits of up to 1.3 m are confined to the lower lying north-western part of  the area and these lie on either the compact clay or bedrock. The presence of nineteenth to twentieth ceramic sherds in the topsoil across much of the site is indicative of cultivation and a local population living and working this land. Figure 2 shows that within 250 m of the area there are the remains of a number of family-sized farmsteads  surviving as upstanding remains. Of all of these sites Nos.7 to 10 are situated at slightly higher altitude to the development area and at a greater distance from the modern villages of Coishletter and Edinbane. As such they probably possessed an  increased chance of survival compared to structures such as Site No.4.

Slot Trenches

Three slot trenches were opened, one each at Site Nos. 2, 4 and 6. 

Slot Trench 1 at  Site No.2  was opened across one of the circular features. It revealed a tightly packed layer of stones which formed a circular stone platform raised above ground level by roughly .0.3 m. 

Slot Trench 2 at Site No.4 was positioned to section the possible remains of a structural wall. This revealed that there was indeed a stone foundation and core to the wall (Figure 11). 

Slot Trench 3 at Site No.6 was located for similar reasons as Slot Trench 2, namely to determine whether the disturbed surface features were the remains of a structure. The trench was opened between the two concentrations of stones to see if they were connected in any way by foundations (Figure 12). The slot trench exposed the possible remains of a wall in the form of a number of stones, although the survival was not as good as at Site No.4.   

DISCUSSION   

Site No.1

This feature is noted from the First Edition O.S. maps and is visible as an upstanding monument. The sections from Trenches No.1 and 3 clearly illustrate that this field boundary has no stone core and is constructed only from soil. This field bank is recorded in form, size and location. 

Site No.2 

These four, possibly five, circular stone features clustered closely together and measuring approximately 3.0 m in diameter were examined by Slot Trench No.1. The interior of the structures were found to be a tightly packed layer of stone. The local landowner was able to provide an eyewitness account of their function. The structures were bases on which hay was stacked to dry and as such were in use until the early-mid twentieth century. They are of little archaeological significance nonetheless their position, size and form have been recorded.

Site No.3 

This small field clearance cairn and its position on a bedrock ridge made any archaeological deposits buried and protected beneath it an impossibility. It was photographed and it’s position recorded though the feature is of little archaeological value. 

Site No.4

This site was recorded by R..Miket in 1989 as a longhouse, byre and remains of an enclosure. The area of the site has been altered and landscaped over the last decade with some of the site destroyed. The partial remains of one structure probably the longhouse, survive and it was here that Slot Trench 2 was situated. It found the remains of a stone foundation and therefore confirmed that the small bank visible on the ground was in fact the remains of a more substantial structure. The remains of the ‘longhouse’ have been impinged on by some small scale quarrying activity. The byre as mentioned by  Miket is not visible, however a modern corrugated iron and wood storage structure, constructed within a few metres of the longhouse, may have been built over the byre. The construction of this modern building involved ground breaking and earth moving works which have further damaged this site. Slot Trench No.2, though it revealed a stone core to the wall, did not uncover any associated finds or evidence for the survival of any archaeological deposits from within the structure. The information to be gained from further archaeological investigation at this site would be minimal. The surviving building and sections of enclosure have been recorded whilst the fabric of the structure has also been ascertained.

Site No.5 & Trench 20

Site No.5, described as two large clearance cairns by  Miket, is positioned on the brow of a hill. They are somewhat circular but look very much disturbed and robbed out and unlikely to yield any archaeological information. They have been photographed  and their location and details recorded. 


Trench 20 was positioned to extend from close to the former extent of Site No. 4 and then along the ridge until it reached these cairns. This trench uncovered two areas of burning and from one (F.2004), nineteenth to twentieth century pottery was retrieved (Figure 13). The remains of two walls were also unearthed (Figure 14). No surface features were visible and maps show no record of structures or field walls in this area. Neither of the walls were very substantial with F.2007 surviving in the topsoil which must rule out a date of any great antiquity. Although the accompanying wall (F.2005) is cut into the subsoil, it is at the same depth as the other wall as the topsoil depth decreases closer to the summit of the ridge. The wall appears to curve though it does not return to the trench. These features illustrate that there has been continued activity across the hilltop. Though in isolation they may not be of great archaeological significance, an accurate record of all activity would be a useful historical record. 

Site No.6       

Adjacent to a small burn were two concentrations of stones which resemble much disturbed cairns. The local landowner claimed that they had been a small crofthouse which had been abandoned and in ruins for generations (pre 1900). Close inspection revealed what could be a low bank, possibly the buried remains of a connecting wall. Slot Trench 3 was placed between the two stone piles and across the low bank. It revealed a stone core to the bank. However, the remains are much disturbed and the chances of any high quality in situ archaeological deposits surviving are slim. The fact this is another small farm dwelling is useful in the re-construction of  local history and in creating a record of landscape use, but it cannot be regarded as of major archaeological significance due to its condition and relatively recent age. Its location, dimensions and form have all been recorded.

Trench 17, 19 & 21   

This unusual feature was first uncovered in Trench 17, and was easily identifiable in comparison to natural deposits. The deposit was characterised by a black, sooty layer of burning and the presence of a quantity of large stones (Figure 15). Trenches 19 and 21 were opened in an attempt to define the limits of this large feature. The deposit is over 1 m deep in places and extends over an area of at least 14 m. The wet weather prevented detailed sections or the possibility of hand excavating a slot trench through the deepest, stony areas of the deposit. The trenches quickly filled with water after excavation due to the depth of the deposit and its position on the downslope. Though a lot of potential information was lost a few facts were confirmed. The basic alignment of the deposit can be seen to be east to west, as is the longhouse structure of Site No.4. The feature has no surface indications though the entire field in which it is located has an uneven and varying ground surface. The topsoil depth varies across the feature, from  roughly 0.4 m to up to 1.2 m,  suggesting attempts at landscaping the area. The large stones present were uncovered from a depth of only 0.4 m but extended down to approximately 1.4 m, which is almost as deep as this feature extends (Figure 16). The exact nature of the stones was not explored due to the constraints applied by the weather but they could be interpreted as the remains of structural walls. Where the stones are not present the depth of the deposit is much reduced to roughly 0.4 to 0.5 m (Figure 17). The stones are present in both Trench 17 and 19 and the relationship between the two may be as a side wall and gable wall of a house respectively (Figure 18). The remains of a possible base course of a small wall were present in the deposit approximately 5 m from the main stone concentration and roughly in the correct alignment for a side wall. The stones are smaller and are present at the vary base of the deposit on the surface of the subsoil. However, if this is the remains of a rectangular structure, it has been seriously disturbed. The stonework of the walls on two sides has been completely removed though the overall shape of the feature, as defined by the sooty burnt deposit, is rectangular. The concentration of burning must have been considerable due to the depth of the deposit. From sections exposed no layers were visible within this deposit of burnt material. The stones may have been part of this period of burning rather than a building, which is later used as a site of bonfires. It does not appear that this is a dump for burnt refuse as no artefacts  were retrieved and if it was a rubbish tip, evidence of other domestic activities would surely be present. The feature is located approximately 50 m from Site No.6 and the farming activity across the hillside may point to this feature being the remains of a further farming building.    

RECOMMENDATIONS
This programme of archaeological works has identified the archaeological and historical value of the land that is subject to the proposed development. Should the development proceed it is essential that it does so in compliance with the underlying principals of existing planning guidance and advice (NPPG5 & PAN 42). Critical within this is the overriding desire for the protection and preservation of significant sites and monuments, with their destruction only taking place where this is unavoidable. Prior to the destruction of any significant site, archaeological investigation must precede this destruction. This investigation must be conducted in a manner that fully records all structures or sediments to the full.


The development area contains a number of archaeological sites though the marginal information to be gained from future archaeological works would be negligible for a majority of the sites.


The information already collated for specific sites; No.1 through to No.6 would be unlikely to be greatly enhanced by additional archaeological works. The quality of archaeological deposits is poor, the majority of the sites have been much disturbed and the significance of the sites is not great. This evaluation has created a record of the sites and will form an archaeological archive of this area. 


However, the archaeology uncovered in Trench 20 and Trenches 17, 19 and 21 has not been fully recorded or its functions clearly understood. The sub-surface features of walls near to Site No.5 and the possible structure uncovered downslope to Site No.6 are not wholly understood. Though there is no evidence that these are of great archaeological significance or antiquity, their nature, extent and possible relationship to the known monuments has not been fully recorded. A watching brief on any ground-breaking works in the area of, or in proximity to, these features would be able to establish a more coherent overall plan of the area and complete the archaeological understanding of this area of the Skye landscape.

Appendix 1: GAZETTEER OF SITES
What follows is a gazetteer of the sites located during the desk-based assessment and walkover survey. The DBA located two known monuments within the development area (Sites No.4 & No.5) whilst the walkover survey picked out another four sites of archaeological potential. Located within the 250 m of the development area are a further five archaeological sites. The sites outwith the development area are noted as indicators of the concentration of past human activity in the surrounding landscape. Each individual entry is laid out in the following fashion:

Unique monument number
National Grid Reference

Locale, Class

Description 

References (Statement of sources)
1
NG 3397 5103 to NG 3396 5087 (approx.)

Field bank

This ‘hook’ shaped field bank is upstanding to a maximum of 0.5 m by 1.0 m wide. The bank is shown on the 1st edition OS map from 1881 and is marked on RCAHMS OS map of 1969 though it is no longer an active boundary. The modern fences that form the limits to the development take no account of this earlier boundary. 
1st Edition Ordnance Survey, Inverness-shire, Sheet XVI, 1881 
2
NG 3408 5086 (centred on)

Small circular structures; Hay drying platforms

Close to the NE edge of the site on an area of flat ground are the remnants of at least four circular structures and possibly five. The are very similar in size and form with an external diameter of 2.9 - 3.0 m. Stones can be seen protruding from the ground forming an overall circular shape. The remains were not upstanding to any extent and there was no hollow in the centre nor distinct outer wall.  Basically, these were small stony platforms with three or four positioned within 3.0 m of each other in a tightly knit group. The local landowner explained that they were used as bases on which hay was stored to dry and were in use until a generation or two ago.

3
NG 3397 5069 (approx.)

Clearance cairn

Situated on a small ridge of bedrock there is a small clearance cairns consisting of mainly large stones, roughly 0.6 by 0.5 by 0.4 m. On this raised area of bedrock these stones have been gathered into a pile 2 m in diameter with a few outlying stones also present.

4
NG 3400 5060 

Longhouse; Byre; Enclosure

On both sides of the modern wire fence at about 40 m OD is a ruinous group of turf and stone structures, comprising a longhouse aligned E-W with a second structure, perhaps a byre, attached by a short length of turf dyke to its SE corner. The two structures form the NE side of a turf dyked enclosure. A curving length of turf dyke leads off the southern corner of this enclosure, terminating in a marshy area 30 m to the south. 

R. Miket, October 1989

This RCAHMS entry was from 1989 and the recent walkover survey found different results. Firstly an area has been quarried and a substantial amount of material removed from the area of the monument. The partial remains of a turf walled building on an E-W alignment was noted as were the remnants of a piece of field bank possibly part of the enclosure mentioned by the RCAHMS. A modern structure of wood and corrugated iron had been constructed to the east of the site area.

5
NG 3412 5063 to 3413 5062

Clearance cairns; Rig and furrow cultivation

Close to the modern enclosure fence which lies at about 35 m OD are two large clearance cairns; many large boulders lies at the foot of the cairns. Small areas of rig and furrow cultivation lie close by. 

R. Miket, October 1989

The cairns were clearly visible in the landscape though the traces of rig and furrow were not seen. The cairns measure approximately 4.5 by 3.5 and 2.5  by 4.0 m with both irregular circular shapes on plan. 
6
NG 3417 5057 (centred on)

Clearance cairns

Two concentrations of stones with insufficient surviving structure above ground to be deemed structures. Larger area measures 3.5  by 3.0 m whilst the smaller concentration measures 2.0 by 1.5m. Stones sizes vary from up to 0.5  by 0.4  by 0.3 m to smaller fist-sized stones. They lie on an E-W alignment, 4.5 m apart and a few metres north of an unnamed stream. Slot trench No.3 across the area between the two concentrations of stones showed that they might have once formed part of the same structure. See Slot Trench No.3 description.

Sites Within 250m of the Development Area

7
NG 337 507

Farmstead

Lying close to a modern wire fence, on the hillside above Coishletter at about 40 m OD is a compact group of ruinous longhouses and enclosures all of turf and stone construction. The group consists of two sets of houses and byres, each set within its own turf dyked yard complex. Outlying structures and enclosures are associated with each ‘farm’ complex.

R. Miket, October 1989

8
NG 3399 5048 & 340 504

Longhouse; Rig and furrow cultivation

About 108m to the NE of the ruinous fank, at about 55 m OD is a ruinous complex comprising a turf and stone built longhouse with an associated turf dyked yard. A terraced trackway 2.5 m wide passes close to the NW side of the group, heading for the fank. Small areas of rig and furrow cultivation lie to the NE and SE.

R. Miket, October 1989

9
NG 3390 5060

Longhouse; Enclosure

Higher up the slope and about 100 m to the west of Site No.4, at about 45 m OD is a similar group of ruinous turf and stone structures with an enclosure to the south. A telegraph pole stands within the enclosure.

R. Miket, October 1989

10
NG 3381 5082

Farmstead

Close to the north of and partly overlaid by the modern wire fence, on both sides of a small burn, at 35 m OD is a compact group of turf and stone structures. To the south of the burn are the remains of two longhouses, one with a byre attached to its NW corner and a complex arrangement of turf dyked yards and enclosures surround these buildings. To the north of the burn is a large dyked enclosure with a small circular enclosure in its western corner. There are two small enclosures lying to the west of the main group and a small turf and stone built structure to the north-west.

R. Miket, October 1989

11
NG 3396 5110

Cairn; Building

This cairn is situated on the west side of a kink in a unnamed burn, 40 m NNE of the road between Dunvegan and Portree. It measures some 19.0 m in diameter and stands to a height of 1.2 m. The perimeter of large stones on the southern side appears to be a filed dyke and there is a rectangular structure or building on the northern side.

APPENDIX 2: TRIAL TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS

The following trial trench results should be read in conjunction with the fuller context descriptions in Appendix 5 where necessary. The location of each trench is marked on Figure 3. The width of each trench is a standard 1.6 m.

Trench 1a

Location: Aligned approximately north-west parallel to the fence line/telegraph pole line. Trench 1a bisects Site No.1, field bank.

Size: length 15 m

Stratigraphy: F.101 Thick layer of sandy topsoil over, F.102  peat over F.104 weathered rock/bedrock.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: A turf field bank of built up soil with no stones foundation or rubble core. This lies over a thin peat deposit over bedrock.

Trench 1b

Location: Aligned approximately north-west parallel to the fence line/telegraph pole line. 

Size: length 55 m.

Stratigraphy: F.105 a thin layer of topsoil and vegetation, F.102 peat deposits, mostly over F.103 clay but also directly over F.104 weathered stone/bedrock.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Waterlogged ground with reeds/grasses on a peat deposit that was up to 1 m deep. This is over either clay then bedrock or directly over prominent ridges of bedrock. Natural deposits.

Trench 2

Location: Aligned approximately north to south. 

Size: length 125 m.

Stratigraphy: F.201 a thin layer of soil and vegetation, over F.202 a thick peat deposit over F.203 bedrock.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Waterlogged ground with peat deposits of over 1.3 m. Natural deposits.

Trench 3

Location: Aligned approximately east to west following the line of the fence and bisecting Site No.1.

Size: length 120 m.

Stratigraphy: F.301 topsoil and vegetation, over F.302 a thick peat deposit over either F.303 bedrock or F.304 clay. F.305 a recent sheep burial.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Natural deposits apart from F.305 an ill defined cut into the upper layers of peat into which a sheep was deposed of. The section of Site No.1 here was similar to that of Trench 1a, though the field bank is not as well preserved. 

Trench 4

Location: Aligned approximately north to south though it meanders slightly

Size: length 275 m

Stratigraphy: F.401 topsoil, F.402 fill of pit, F.403 cut feature, F.404 clay subsoil and/or F.405 in situ weathered rock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil

Interpretation: Pit feature contained no dating evidence of any kind and was cut into F.404 subsoil. The rest of the trench was filled with natural deposits.
Trench 5

Location: Aligned approximately east to west

Size: length 171 m

Stratigraphy: F.501 topsoil, over F.502 clay subsoil and/or F.503 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil

Interpretation: Natural deposits

Trench 6

Location: Aligned east to west. 

Size: length 211 m.

Stratigraphy: F.601 topsoil, over F.602 clay subsoil and/or F.603 weathered rock/ bedrock. 
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

 Trench 7

Location: Aligned approximately east to west. 

Size: length 183 m.

Stratigraphy: F.701 topsoil, over F.702 clay subsoil and/or F.703 weathered rock/ bedrock. 

Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil. 

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 8

Location: Aligned east to west. 

Size: length 152 m.

Stratigraphy: F.801 topsoil, over F.802 clay subsoil and/or F.803 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 9

Location: Aligned approximately northwest to southeast. 

Size: length 170 m.

Stratigraphy: F.901 topsoil, over F.902 clay subsoil and/or F.903 weathered rock/ bedrock.. 

Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 10

Location: Aligned east to west. 

Size: length 86 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1001 topsoil, over F.1002 clay subsoil. One negative feature was found, F.1003 a stone rumble drain which split into two drains. It consisted of small/medium stones within cut F.1004.    

Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Natural deposits and drains.

Trench 11

Location: Aligned approximately northwest to  southeast. 

Size: length 66 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1101 topsoil, over F.1102 clay subsoil and/or F.1103 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 12

Location: Aligned approximately northeast to southwest.

Size: length 51 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1201 topsoil, over F.1202 predominately clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1203 weathered rock/ bedrock. A single negative feature cut into the subsoil was found: F.1204/F1205 a stone filled drain with an angular cut.

Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 13

Location: Aligned approximately east to west. 

Size: length 133 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1301 topsoil, over predominately F.1303 weathered rock/ bedrock and/or occasionally F.1302 clay subsoil. A single negative feature of a stone filled drain F.1304/1305 was found in this trench.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 14

Location: Aligned approximately east to west.

Size: length 95 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1401 topsoil, over predominately F.1403 weathered rock/ bedrock and/or occasionally F.1402 clay subsoil. 
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 15

Location: Aligned approximately east to west. 

Size: length 52 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1501 topsoil, over F.1502 predominately clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1503 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 16

Location: Aligned approximately north to south. 

Size: length 10 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1601 topsoil, over F.1602 predominately clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1603 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 17

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 63 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1701 topsoil, over F.1704 a deposit of sooty, black burnt material with numerous large boulders. Which is over F.1702 clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1703 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: None.

Interpretation: A very large feature some 1.0 m wide and several metres long, consisting of numerous large unworked stones and burnt material. Difficult to identify any structure in the stonework. Man made feature.

Trench 18a

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 11 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1801 a thin layer of soil and vegetation, over F.1801 a thick peat deposit over F.1803 bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 18b

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 10 m.

Stratigraphy: F.1801 topsoil, over F.1802 clay subsoil and/or F.1803 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: Natural deposits.

Trench 19

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 16 m.

Stratigraphy:  F.1901 topsoil, over F.1904 a deposit of sooty, black burnt material with numerous large stones. This overlies F.1902 clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1903 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil.

Interpretation: F.1904 extends into trench for over 3 m, apparently perpendicular to F.1704 in Trench 17. The stones are smaller than in Trench 17. Man made deposit

Trench 20

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 20 m.

Stratigraphy: F.2001 topsoil, with a wall feature F.2007 cut into the topsoil. A curving wall feature F.2005 is cut into the subsoil F.2002. F.2003 and F.2004 are areas of burning over F.1902 clay subsoil and/or occasionally F.1903 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts:  Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil. Also, nineteenth/twentieth century pottery retrieved from F.2004.

Interpretation: F.2007 is situated in the topsoil above the subsoil. A foundation cut  was not distinguishable. F.2005 a section of curving wall with a visible cut F.2006, was founded in the clay subsoil. The areas of burning F.2003 and F.2004 are lenses of burnt material/hearths overlying the subsoil. These may have resulted from bonfires at what is a prominent position.

Trench 21

Location: Aligned approximately north south. 

Size: length 23 m.

Stratigraphy: F.2101 topsoil, over F.2104 a deposit of sooty, black burnt material with a few small pebble sized stones. This overlies F.2102 clay subsoil and/or occasionally F 1203 weathered rock/ bedrock.
Artefacts: Occasional nineteenth/twentieth century sherds of white pottery from the topsoil

Interpretation: Extending for approximately 8 m is F.2104, a continuation of F.1704 from Trench 17. Here. however, the feature does not contain large boulders but rather extends as a layer from a depth of  0.6 to 1.4 m.

APPENDIX 3: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS

Context No.
Trench No.
Context Description

    F.101                1a/b
A gritty sandy topsoil, maximum width 1.0m, 

turf covered.

    F.102
     1a/b

Peat deposits up to 0.7 m deep: natural. 

    F.103
     1a/b

Clay deposits: natural subsoil.

    F.104
     1a/b

Bedrock with some weathering: natural.

    F.105
     1a/b

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil up to 0.25 m thick.

    F.201
     2

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil up to 0.3 m thick.

    F.202
     2

Peat deposits up to 1.2 m deep: natural.

    F.203
     2

Bedrock with some weathering: natural.

    F.301
     3

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil up to 0.4 m thick at Site                                                                                                                                                      

                                                No.1

    F.302
     3

Peat deposits up to 1.1 m deep.

    F.303
     3

Bedrock with some weathering: natural.

    F.304
     3

Clay deposits: natural subsoil.

    F.305
     3

A recent sheep burial cut into F.302. 

    F.401
     4

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.2 to 0.6 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.402
     4

Dark brown silty soil with occasional small stones. Fill 

                                                of F.403. No finds retrieved from fill.

    F.403
     4

A cut with sloping sides which appears to be circular in 

                                                plan, depth of 0.45 m. Possibly a stone hole.

    F.404
     4

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.405
     4

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural. 

    F.501
     5

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.6 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.502
     5

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.503
     5

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural. 

    F.601
     6

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.75 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.602
     6

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.603
     6

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural. 

    F.701
     7

Top-soil: dark brown silty soil from 0.25 to 0.5 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.702
     7

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.703
     7

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.801
     8

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.35 to 0.6m thick 

                        with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century white glazed pottery.

    F.802
     8

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.803
     8

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.901
     9

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.6 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.902
     9

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.903
     9

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural. 

    F.1001
     10

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.45 m thick.

    F.1002
     10

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1003
     10

The stony fill of cut F.1004. A stone filled drain with 

                                                stones 0.25 x 0.2 x 0.1 m in size. No associated finds    

    F.1004              10

Cut of drain filled by F.1003. Cuts the clay subsoil 

F.1002 to a depth of  between 0.15 to 0.20m. Filled by F.1003.

    F.1101
     11

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.7 m thick 

                        with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century white glazed pottery.

    F.1102
     11

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1103
     11

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1201
     12

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.25 to 0.5 m thick.

    F.1202
     12

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1203
     12

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural. 

    F.1204
     12

The fill of cut F.1205 consists of medium sized stones, 

                                                roughly 0.25 m diameter, packed tightly into the cut to

form a stone filled drain. No finds associated with this feature.

    F.1205
     12

Cut into the clay subsoil F.1202 at a depth of 0.65m is 

                        an angular straight sided ditch. This  drainage ditch is filled by F.1204    

    F.1301
     13

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.25 to 0.45 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.1302
     13

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1303
     13

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1304
     13

Fill of cut F.1305. Consists of medium sized stones of 

roughly 0.28 m diameter, packed tightly into the cut to form a stone filled drain. No finds associated with this feature. 

    F.1305
     13

Cut for fill F.1304. At a depth of 0.5 m below the 

                                                surface and cut into the subsoil F.1302 to a depth of 

                        between 0.15 to 0.2 m is a drainage ditch. U-shaped profile.   

    F.1401
     14

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.55 m thick 

                        with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century white glazed pottery.

    F.1402
     14

Gritty compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1403
     14

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1501
     15

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.35 to 0.8 m thick.                                            

    F.1502
     15

Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1503
     15

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1601
     16

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.50 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century

white glazed pottery.

    F.1602
     16

Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1603
     16

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1701
     17

Top-soil: light-brown silty soil from 0.25 to 0.5 m thick. 

    F.1702
     17

Compact gritty clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1703
     17

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1704
     17

A dark, black sooty deposit with small charcoal flecks 

                                                present: a layer of burning. Boulder-sized stones up to  

                                                0.8 x 0.7x 0.55 m present but no obvious form or 

                                                structure. A possible hearth and short section of wall 

                        foundation lie within the lower reaches of this deposit. Included in the black deposit are lenses of pink/red heat altered soils. Feature extends for 10 m and to a depth from 0.3 to 1.2 m. No finds are associated with this 

                                                feature. See also F.1904 & F.2104. 

    F.1801
     18a/b
Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.45 to 0.65 m thick 

                        with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century white glazed pottery.

    F.1802
     18a/b
Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1803
     18a/b
Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1901
     19

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.25 to 0.75 m thick 

                        with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century white glazed pottery.

    F.1902
     19

Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.1903
     19

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.1904
     19

A dark, black sooty deposit: matrix the same as F.1704 

                                                & F.2104 though in this trench the stones are not as 

                                                large. Most measure roughly 0.45 x 0.35 x 0.25 m.

Included in the black deposit are lenses of pink/red heat altered soils. Feature measures 3.5 m in length and has a depth of  between 0.3 to 1 m. No finds are associated with this feature.   

    F.2001
     20

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.3 to 0.50 m thick 

                                                with occasional sherds of nineteenth/twentieth century 

white glazed pottery.

    F.2002
     20

Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.2003
20

Gritty, gravel like, weathered stone and bedrock: 

natural. 

    F.2101
     21

Top-soil: mid-brown silty soil from 0.35 to 0.65 m 

thick. 

    F.2102
     21

Compact clays: natural subsoil.

    F.2103
     21

Gritty, gravel like, compact weathered stone and 

                                                bedrock: natural.

    F.2104
     21

A dark, black sooty deposit: matrix same as F.1704 & 

                                                F.1904 though in this trench the stone inclusions are 

                                                much smaller with the deposit more just a spread of 

                        burnt material. No obvious cut, it merely followed the natural contour of the turf/subsoil. Maximum thickness of roughly .0.5 m to a depth of  1.1 m. Rises sharply at the SE end of the deposit. No finds associated with this deposit.
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APPENDIX 5: SLOT TRENCH CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS

No.

Slot Trench
Description

F.101
1

Modern hard core material up to 0.2 m thick. 

F.102
1

Yellowish brown clay: natural sub-soil.

F.103
1

Modern red brick wall, 0.4 m wide, 4 m long.

F.201
2
 Modern hard core material up to 0.2 m deep.

F.202
2
 Yellowish brown clay: natural sub-soil.

F.203              2
 Modern service trench, 0.30 m wide and up to


 0.35 m deep.

F.301              3
 Modern hardcore material up to 0.35 m thick.

F.302

3

Modern layer of made ground, containing fragments of
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Report
In advance of a proposed residential, industrial and tourist development at Coishletter, near Edinbane, Isle of Skye, a programme of archaeological works was required by the Highlands and Islands Council. These archaeological works included a desk-based assessment, field survey and archaeological evaluation. The survey noted 6 sites within the development area, which were recorded and appraised using hand dug slot trenches. All the sites appear to be of early nineteenth century to mid twentieth century date, including two turf-walled croft houses. A total of 21 evaluation trenches covering 3212 m2 and representing over 3% of the development area were excavated by machine. These trenches identified a series of nineteenth to twentieth century features including areas of burning and the foundations of stone walls. The activity unearthed can be seen as part of the farming settlement that existed in this area as evidenced by the crofts and the concentration of farming settlements lying immediately adjacent to the development area.
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