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1.0  Executive Summary

This report presents the aims and results of an archaeological assessment commissioned by the North of Scotland Water Authority (NoSWA) and undertaken in advance of the proposed extension to the waste water treatment plant at Dalfaber, near Aviemore, Badenoch and Strathspey. 

The archaeological assessment comprised a desk-top study and a walkover survey. Neither identified any features which appeared to possess significant archaeological potential. 

2.0  Introduction

The archaeological assessment was commissioned by the North of Scotland Water Authority (NoSWA) in advance of the proposed extension to the waste water treatment plant at Dalfaber, near Aviemore, Badenoch and Strathspey. Its aim was to establish the presence or absence of already recorded archaeological sites in the area, to prospect for further undiscovered archaeological remains and to propose appropriate mitigation measures if archaeological remains were identified within the proposal area.

The site of the existing works is situated just to the south-east of the housing development of Dalnaby, part of the larger settlement of Dalfaber and lies approximately 2 km to the north-east of the centre of Aviemore. An existing single-track road gives access to the site. The River Spey runs immediately to the south of the plant. The field within which the extension is to be located lies to the west of the present works and is centred on NGR NH 9028 1296 (fig. 1). 

The proposal area is of irregular shape, covering an area roughly 160m by 100m. At present it is improved grassland, comprising part of a single field immediately to the north of the river. The northern half of the field slopes quite sharply from north to south. Between the access road, c. 40m to the north, and the field, is an area of birch scrub on more gently sloping ground. The field itself lies at around 210m OD.

3.0  Aims and Objectives

This survey was intended to identify the presence or absence of archaeological features in the proposal area and assess the likely impact of the development upon them.

The objectives of this study were as follows:


to collate any known archaeological information on the proposal area


to identify any previously unknown archaeological sites through inspection of the 
aerial photographic record and the available cartographic evidence 


to evaluate the archaeological significance of the area through field inspection


to assess the potential impact of development in this area and to suggest appropriate 
mitigation measures where these might be necessary

4.0  Methodology

An initial desk-top study involved consultation of the National Monument Record for Scotland (NMRS), held by The Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, and the local Sites and Monument Record (SMR) for Highland, held by the Highland Council Archaeology Unit in Inverness. All the cartographic sources held by the Highland Council Archive in Inverness were examined. Particular emphasis was placed on the First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey maps (Appendix 8.1.1). The vertical stereo aerial photographic record, also held by the Highland Council Archaeology Unit, was examined for any sites of potential archaeological interest which might be visible as soil or vegetation marks. Two series of photographs, taken in 1946 and 1948, were available for consultation (Appendix 8.1.2). Finally, Mrs Ann Wakeling, a member of the Badenoch and Strathspey Local History Society, who lives in Aviemore, provided freely of her detailed local knowledge of the area.

A rapid walkover survey was conducted of the area selected for development. The field was walked in four sweeps, each 20m apart. 

5.0  Results

5.1  Desk Assessment 

Consultation of the both the SMR and NMRS suggested there were no known archaeological sites within the proposal area or its immediate vicinity. The nearest proven archaeological site is the Aviemore ring cairn (commonly called a stone circle), located on the west side of Dalfaber (NMRS no.: NH81SE1) and of late Neolithic date. Air photography has revealed a probable animal feeding station at NH 907 136, just to the north of Dalfaber, although it is just possible that the very distinct circular features seen in the photograph are of archaeological, rather than agricultural, origin (NMRS no.: NH91SW6). 

The proposal area was covered by two sets of vertical air photographs taken by the RAF immediately after World War II. Both series are at a scale of 1:10000. On photographs taken in 1946, the field is under grass and grazed by sheep. The present field boundaries are visible, but no other features with possible archaeological potential are noticeable. In July of 1948, the field was under arable, but again no significant features are recognisable.  

The earliest map on a suitable scale and with a level of detail to be useful is William Roy's military survey, compiled in the middle years of the eighteenth century. On his map, the farm of Dallefaber is shown as a cluster of five buildings in approximately its present location. Cultivated areas, denoted by rigs, are shown to the north-east, east and south of the buildings and extending almost to the river banks. Trees line the river itself. A small loch, not visible on later maps, is depicted just to the south-east of the buildings, suggesting that the ground was less well-drained than it is today. Aviemore is a cluster of six buildings on either side of the military road, with a large area of cultivation rigs extending to the south of it. While it is impossible to be certain that any of these cultivated patches incorporate the proposal area, Roy’s map appears to confirm that, by the middle of the eighteenth century, the Spey's floodplain was being intensively used for agricultural purposes.

On the Ordnance Survey First Edition map, surveyed between 1867 and 1869, the farm of Dalfaber is shown as a group of two roofed buildings and an enclosure, with a small complex of unroofed structures just to the north. A track leads from Aviemore House (at the centre of present Aviemore) directly to Dalfaber, while another track runs roughly west towards Milton, between Wester and Easter Aviemore. The Lochan Bain Ferry, one of the traditional crossing points of the river, lies just to the north. A number of field boundaries are shown on the map in the area between Dalfaber and the railway, enclosing large areas of scrub woodland and rough grazing. In the immediate vicinity of Dalfaber and also covering a swathe of ground between the railway and the river which includes the proposal area, the ground is shown as more intensively cultivated. Along the presumed line of the access road to the site, birch scrub is depicted, just as it occurs today.

Little change is apparent on the Second Edition map (revised 1902). The area to the south and east of Dalfaber farm had become a series of small square fields, while the farm buildings have also taken on their current form. The railway station at Aviemore had also expanded. However, the field boundaries and the limits of scrub woodland shown on the close to the river remain much the same as on the First Edition map (fig. 2).

The cartographic evidence seems to confirm that this area of the Spey's floodplain has been fairly intensively used for agriculture, at least since the eighteenth century. Prior to this, these heavy, albeit fertile, soils may have only been used for grazing and for the production of meadow hay. The fact that the Spey floods quite frequently and is also liable to shift its course means that it is unlikely that any settlement would have been located in these areas. Sites, such as the series of late Neolithic ring cairns strung out along the bottom of Strathspey and including the example at Aviemore, whilst quite low down, are always on the first river terrace and therefore significantly higher than the proposal area. Most of the other known archaeological sites, whether of prehistoric or later date, tend to occur on the lower slopes of the strath. However, if earlier human activity has taken in place in this area, it is possible that it would have been buried under deep deposits of river silts, ensuring that it would not be visible on the surface or even on the aerial photographs.      

Mrs Ann Wakeling, a member of the Badenoch and Strathspey Local History Society, who lives in Aviemore and has detailed local knowledge of the area, confirmed that, in her understanding, the area had always been utilised as an area of fertile river meadow.

5.2  Field Inspection
The proposal area was examined on the 19th July, 2000, on a dull, cloudy, day. At the time the field was under a thick hay crop, standing to a height of c. 0.5m. This meant the visibility of any archaeological features, if present, was likely to be very limited. Nonetheless, it was felt that, by walking the field in sweeps 20m apart, a fairly accurate picture of the topography and any potential surface remains was obtained.

The field boundaries appear exactly as they do on the recent editions of the OS maps. The river bank and the field boundary to the west of the proposal area are lined with mature alder trees and scrub, much as they are depicted on the OS First and Second Edition maps (1875, 1902) and it seems likely that the agricultural use of the area has remained fairly uniform since then.  

The hay crop appeared to be of very good quality, suggesting the fertility of these river meadows. The crop was of very even height and, although it was slightly less ripe in places, suggesting the ground was wetter in these areas, none of these areas appeared to have any archaeological significance. The only feature noted was a distinct head rig on the upslope (north) side of the field, immediately inside the current field boundary. This confirms the evidence of the 1948 series of aerial photographs when the field was clearly under arable, but it is not thought to be of particular archaeological significance. 

6.0  Mitigation and Recommendations 

The absence of any known archaeological sites and the lack of visible features, both on earlier maps and on the aerial photographs, suggests that both its location close to the River Spey and the probable intensive use of the fertile floodplain for agricultural purposes, means that any significant buried archaeological remains are unlikely to be found in the proposal area. The head rig would appear to be the result of quite recent agricultural activities in this area and of very limited archaeological importance. 

In the opinion of the author no archaeological mitigation would be required for the proposal area. It must be stressed that the recommendations noted here are intended for guidance only and attention is drawn to the fact that all decisions regarding appropriate mitigation strategies rest ultimately and entirely with the local planning authority.     
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1.     Background

This brief has been produced in response to the need for an archaeological evaluation

to be carried out prior to work beginning on site.   It is for a minimum standard of

work; a higher standard may be offered and accepted.

2.     Terms of Reference

This brief is for archaeological desk based assessment and walkover survey work

prior to works proposed by NoSWA, who are responsible for all tendering and

contractual arrangements.

Any reference to ‘archaeologist’ in this specification is to be taken to mean a qualified and experienced practitioner acceptable to the Senior Archaeologist. This is to ensure that work is carried out to professional standards.  The project should be carried out by, or under the immediate direction of, a member of the Institute of Field

Archaeologists or an archaeologist of equivalent standing.

If this is for a road or water and sewerage proposal the area to be covered is the entire

wayleave except where otherwise indicated.

3.     Tendering

Tenders must be accompanied by a project design, statement and evidence of

competence, including the CV of the Project Director, and other staff where possible.

4.     Objectives

1.   To establish  the  presence  of  recorded  archaeological  remains,  and  the

likelihood of further as yet unrecorded archaeological remains.

2.  To propose arrangements for the safeguarding where possible and recording

where necessary of any archaeological features or finds identified.

3.  To ensure that the needs for archaeological conservation and recording are met

without causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development  project.

5.     Method

1.   A desk based assessment of the site, to include consultation of at least;

The Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, The Highland Council

Archive, The National Monuments Record, any locally held private archives,

Aerial Photographic coverage

2.   The desk- based assessment must make full use of all of the resources held in

these repositories.

3.   A walkover survey will be made of the area in question, to enable identification of

any upstanding remains, from any period, including modem.  All individual

features to be recorded on a 1:2500 plan.

4.   No excavation is to take place as part of this work.

6.     Monitoring

I.         The  Senior Archaeologist will  normally monitor  fieldwork to  ensure  that

briefs are met.

II.        
Monitoring  will  normally be  by  unannounced  site  visit.    Alternative  or

additional monitoring arrangements may be made in individual cases.

III.     
Prior  notice  of fieldwork  starting  dates,  with  contact  names  and  local

addresses, telephone numbers and directions and other arrangements for access must be given to the Senior Archaeologist.

7.    Reporting

7.1. Project report

At least three copies of the project report must be produced.

I.         
One paper copy for NOSWA.

II.       
One paper copy for the Archaeology Unit, Planning and Development Service,

Council Offices, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX where it will be

available for immediate consultation by the public.

III.       One copy for the Highland SMR as above, on a computer disk in a format

compatible with Microsoft Office 95 for Windows.

The report must be submitted to the all of the above within 2 weeks of the completion of the field work.

7.1. Project report (Contd.)

The report must include, as a minimum,

1.   Location plan showing the project area and archaeological sites and features

affected. The Grid Reference of the site must be included.

2.   Circumstances and objectives of this work, including a copy of this brief.

3.   Weather and other conditions affecting fieldwork

4.   Scale plans, and photographs of archaeological features noted

5.   A full index to any records or other material generated by the project including its

location

6.   An analysis of the project results drawing in comparative data as appropriate, and

a statement of the significance of the results for future research.  Note that a

negative result may itself be significant.

7.   The report must propose appropriate arrangements for the safeguarding where

possible or recording where necessary of any objects or features identified by this

evaluation.

8.   A set of colour slides illustrating the project progress from start to completion.

The completed report will be available for immediate public consultation for research

purposes at the Highland Sites and Monuments Record. In addition, the Archaeology

Unit reserves the right to make the report available for reference and research

purposes, either on paper, or electronically.  Subject to this, copyright will remain

with the author unless specifically transferred in writing, and the Archaeology Unit

will assume author's copyright unless advised otherwise. Copyright will be

acknowledged in all cases by the Archaeology Unit.

This specification includes arranging a presentation of the project results to the local

community within a year of the completion of the fieldwork. Arrangements must be

agreed with the Senior Archaeologist.

7.3. Discovery and Excavation in Scotland
A brief summary of the results must be sent to the Council for Scottish Archaeology

for inclusion in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  The cost of this must be

included in any tender document.

8.     General

1.    The archaeologist appointed must be of a professional standing acceptable to the

 Senior Archaeologist and must carry out the work according to the Code of

 Conduct, standards and guidelines of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

2.    The  main  contractor has  responsibility  for  the  Health  and  Safety  of any

 archaeological staff on site.

3.
The archaeologist is responsible for taking all necessary measures to conform 

with the Health and Safety at Work Acts and be covered by all necessary insurances.

4.    Any Health and Safety incidents on site involving the archaeologist must be

 immediately notified to the Health and Safety Executive.

5.    The archaeologist must agree a timetable for the work with the client and the

 Senior Archaeologist.

6.   The archaeologist appointed will not comment to the press or other media without

 prior approval from the Senior Archaeologist.

7.    Proper provision must be made for prevailing weather conditions in northern

 Scotland.

8.    The  archaeologist  agrees  by  undertaking  this  work  to  the  terms  of this

 specification.

Dorothy Low

Archaeologist

Monday, 6 March 2000
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