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Summary

An archaeological watching brief was conducted on the machine excavation of a house foundation and associated structures at, Highfield, by Muir of Ord (NH 526 517). A linear feature was recorded, most likely a boundary marker.

Circumstances

This watching brief was requested by the Highland Council’s Archaeology Service as a result of a planning application (RC/1998/770) for a private house development.

Fieldwork

Fieldwork was conducted on 21st and 22nd November, 1998. Excavation was carried out by a wheeled machine using its back-actor. The overburden was removed down to a sterile gravel of fluvio-glacial origin. The intention of the operator to keep the top-soil and sub-soil separate was ideally suited for recovery of any extant archaeological features. 

One feature was noted following the top-soil strip. This was a linear feature, tending in a north-east / south-west direction across the northern half of the stripped area (see Fig 2). The feature was recorded over a distance of 37 metres, and appeared to continue beyond the stripped area, both to the north-east and to the south-west. In plan the feature was consistently 0.80 metres wide. Three sections were excavated through the feature, and all were similar. The section cut through the middle of the exposed length of the feature is illustrated here (see Fig. 3). It consisted of a shallow, U-shaped cut (context3), scooped in profile, extending approximately 0.30 metres below the level of the exposed natural. This cut was filled with two fills;

Context 1: a mixed, grey and greyish brown, silty sand, with some indication of tip lines within the fill. This implies that the deposit has developed through a process of natural silting. 

Context2: a blackish grey, coarse sand, with charcoal inclusions. The charcoal served to highlight the tip lines present within this context, again indicating that the deposit developed through a process of natural silting.

Photographs were taken of the section, though poor light conditions produced a dark result. In an attempt to enhance the original, the photographs were scanned and a false colour application was employed. This was used both on the original colour image and on the monochrome image. The results indicate that this technique may be useful for enhancing particular areas of photographs for illustration purposes, though obviously, extreme caution must be taken to ensure that the interpretation of the section is not affected by any apparent emphasis originating from this. Originals of the section must always be produced to serve as comparisons.

The feature originally existed as an open ditch. In its present state it is most likely truncated and therefore the original depth is not known. There was a marked absence of stones of any size in the fill. This is not consistent with the feature being a drainage structure, as these normally have a high stone content. The regular layout of the feature, both in plan and in section, suggests that it served as a boundary marker, though no evidence for posts was noted, beside or within the feature. No artefacts were recovered to suggest a date for this feature.

Figure 3: Section SW-facing
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