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Introduction

This report is for an archaeological field survey conducted on behalf of Michael Scutt Forestry Consultants for Glenferness Estate by the author for a forest plan for the estate. 
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Site Location

Objectives

This survey was conducted to identify those sites that lie in the area of the forest plan of Glenferness Estate. (See over) This followed on a survey of records held in the Highland Sites and Monuments Record and other local sources; and with reference to the archaeological specification (see to rear) provided by the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.
Results

Weather on the days of work was cloudy with sunny periods. A walkover was made of all rough grazing areas (marked in purple on enclosed plan) and areas of woodland accessible. (It must be noted that some areas of woodland were inaccessible due to trees being planted close together or dense ground cover of dwarf juniper, bracken or large rhododendron’s making for difficult accesses) Areas marked in green on the enclosed map are areas of crop or grass, where possible, these were also walked. 

Prior to work being carried out only 5 sites had been previously noted out of the 19 sites identified.

The sites found as part of this survey (See enclosed map) and suggested recommendations, are as follows :

1 – Pictish Stone (NMRS NH64SW10) at NH 9364/4253. Class 2 Pictish symbol stone (See photo 1) broken in 3 and heavily cemented together. Removed from original position of NH 9366/4261 in the late 1950’s due to flooding from the nearby River Findhorn. Lies in area of mature woodland, which is to be unchanged in forest plan. 

2 – Glenferness House (NMRS NH64SW31) at NH 9372/4285. House built in 1844-5 with alterations of 1869. Formerly belonging to Dougall Family being bought by the Earl of Leven and Melville in 1869, whose possession it remains today. House listed in 1971. No changes are envisaged to the policies of the house and grounds in relation to the forest plan. The policies of the house encompass a large area of the forest plan.

3 – Enclosure & rectangular structure (NMRS NH64SE8) at NH 9548/4468. Depicted on 1st edition OS map of 1871. (See over) (See photo 2) Rectangular structure of 10.5m by 4.5m EW with parts of walling standing to 0.5m, with traces of enclosure walling. Lies in area of heavy bracken with pine trees. Care to be taken in felling operations in this area. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations.

4 – Place name of Ballindore (NMRS NH64SW7) at NH 946/419. Recorded in NMRS to possibly relate to a chapel site near the village of Ferness (NH64SE2) but more likely relates to the site of the chapel near Dunearn at NH 933/408.

5 – Milltown Farm (NMRS NH64SW30) at NH 9451/4127. Recorded by NMRS as part of 1st edition OS survey. Not visited as part of survey, as still in use.

6 –Shielings (3) at NH 9652/4351. 3 small sheilings of c.4m in diameter in area of rough grazing to edge of area. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photo 3-5)

7 – Clearance cairn at NH 9484/4061. Small cairn of c.2m diameter. Modern in appearance. Lies in area of modern plantation care to be taken in felling operations in this area. (See photo 6)

8 – Clearance cairn at NH 9475/4069. Small cairns of c.3m diameter of unknown date in area of rough grazing. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photo 7)

9 – Rectangular structure and clearance cairn within part of an enclosure at NH 9468/4076. Rectangular structure is 8m by 4m with cairn c.4m in diameter, lying in an area of silver birch wood. Traces of rubble enclosure along burn edge and to west side. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photo 8-9)

10 – Burial Ground at NH 9378/4326. Walled enclosure with outer enclosure of iron railings. Burial ground dominated by large Celtic cross, number of recumbent slabs and wall plaques. No changes are envisaged to the policies of the Glenferness House and grounds in relation to the forest plan, site should be unaffected. (See photo 10)

11 – Rectangular building and enclosure at NH 9517/4464. (See photo 11) Site marked on 1st edition OS of 1871 and possibly relates to being part of Dalnagleish Farm. Building is 10.8m by 5m NS, with enclosure of 45m by 28m NS. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations.

12 – Bridge (footings of) at NH 9540/4496. (See photo 12-13) Remains of bridge and track (later depicted on 1st edition OS of 1871). Bridge used for residents to cross to Ardclach church. Heavily ruinous with only slight remains on south side of river. Due to location will be unaffected by forest plan.

13 – Farmstead at NH 9525/4426. Small farmstead of unknown date. Site not marked on 1st edition OS of 1871. Lying in area of rough grazing, comprising of at least 4 structures (2 round, 2 rectangular) of which one rectangular structure may be a house of 8m by 4m. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photo 14-17)

14 – Square structure at NH 9536/4428. Small square rubble structure of c.5m by 5m which lies in area of modern plantation, care to be taken in felling operations in this area. (See photo 18)

15 – Farm labourer’s cottage at NH 9482/4376. To rear of Glenferness Mains Farm. Disused, of yellow sandstone rubble construction and slate roof, possibly mid 19th century in date. (See photo 19)

16 – Estate worker’s cottage at NH 9464/4200. At edge of Ballentore Wood. Disused, of yellow sandstone rubble construction and slate roof, possibly mid 19th century in date. (See photo 20)

17 – Farmstead at NH 9532/4465 with rectangular structure at NH 9529/4467. Named as Dalnaheighlish on 1st edition OS map of 1871. OS name book of 1876 records 1 storey farmhouse with offices attached, thatched and in fair state of repair. Appears on 2nd edition OS map of 1906. Only slight trace of rectangular structure 13m by 5.5m EW. 2nd structure to west of 11.5m by 5m NS as depicted on 1st edition OS map of 1871, not depicted on OS map of 1907. No trace of structure to south as marked on 1st edition OS. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photos 21-22)

18 – Rectangular structure and clearance cairns (3) at NH 9513/4483. Small rectangular structure of 8m by 4m EW with 3 small clearance cairns of 2m diameter. One of the cairns looks modern. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations. (See photo 23-24)

19 – Sawmill (site of) at NH 9583/4460. Marked on 1st edition OS of 1871 and still marked on 1960 edition. No sign on ground of any remains, though area heavy with bracken. 20m exclusion zone to placed around site in any future tree planting operations.

Recommendations

See above points. 
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Appendix 1 – Photograph Details

1 – Site 1 - Pictish stone from north. 1 metre scale.

2 – Site 2 - Rectangular structure from south. 1 metre scale.

3 – Site 6 – Sheiling no.1. 

4 – Site 6 – Sheiling no.2.

5 – Site 6 – Sheiling no.3.

6 – Site 7 – Clearance cairn from north – 1 metre scale.

7 – Site 8 – Clearance cairn from west – 1 metre scale.

8 – Site 9 – Clearance cairn from east – 1 metre scale.

9 – Site 9 – Rectangular structure from northeast – 1 metre scale.

10 – Site 10 – Burial ground from south.

11 – Site 11 – Rectangular structure from northeast – 1 metre scale.

12 – Site 12 – View of Ardclach church from bridge remains.

13 – Site 12 – View of remains on north side of River Findhorn – original bridge was probably arched.

14 – Site 13 – View of round-ended structure from west – 1 metre scale.

15 – Site 13 – View of rectangular structure from northeast – 1 metre scale.

16 – Site 13 – View of round structure from west – 1 metre scale.

17 – Site 13 – View of small rectangular structure from west – 1 metre scale.

18 – Site 14 – View of small square structure from west – 1 metre scale.

19 – Site 15 – View of labourer’s cottage from northeast.

20 – Site 16 – View of estate worker’s cottage from northeast.

21 – Site 17 – View of site of Dalnaheighlish Farm from west.

22 – Site 17 – Rectangular structure to west of above from south – 1 metre scale.

23 – Site 18 – Rectangular structure from west – 1 metre scales

24 – Site 18 – Clearance cairn – 1 metre scale.

