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Introduction

The writer was asked to carry out an archaeological watching brief at  Windhill, Beauly, this being a condition of planning permission for the construction of a house on this site.  The details of this brief are appended at the back.

Archaeological Background

Approximately 40 metres to the SW of the site, as shown on Figure 1, is a 3 m tall standing stone.  Another stone stands 200m to the W of this on the other side of the Beauly – Muir of Ord road. It is not known when or why these stones were erected, but, from analogy with the excavation of similar stones, it is thought they are likely to have been erected as memorials or burial markers dating from 1500 to 5,000 years ago.   The stones sit on a natural glacial terrace where a number of prehistoric finds have been made. The watching brief was therefore called for in case significant archaeological remains survived in the vicinity buried beneath the ploughsoil.

Watching brief

An archaeological watching brief was carried out on Thurs 6th May 1999 during which the foundations for the house were cleared by mechanical excavator. The weather was  cool, overcast and windy, turning to heavy rain in the afternoon. 

Over an area measuring 9m x 14m, a maximum depth of .65m of topsoil was cleared.   Within this subsoil a number of charcoal-rich features were noted but after further examination these were all found to have an amorphous shape, generally dipping under the natural subsoil.  There was no evidence that these were constructed features and they were interpreted as the remains of tree stumps and roots whose timber had either rotted or been burnt.  The size of these features was generally small and is more likely to be derived from scrub than mature trees.

Conclusions

This area of land has been heavily cultivated for many years, and a great depth of top soil has accumulated.

While the location of the building plot is close to the standing stones and other potentially significant prehistoric deposits, no archaeological features were recorded.  The charcoal-rich deposits, noted above, were all interpreted as the result of tree or scrub clearance.  They may well be relatively recent in date.  If there had been buried archaeological features in this area, they have been destroyed either by ploughing or the clearance of this scrub.
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Charcoal-rich feature as revealed.   Considered to be remains of burnt root
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Charcoal-rich feature as excavated.  Note lensing of charcoal below subsoil.

