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Non-Technical Summary

Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Mr & Mrs Murray in June 2004 to undertake an archaeological recording project at Leithhall, by Bonar Bridge, Sutherland (centred at NH 6198/9271) as part of a project for 3 house plots and associated services. Highland Council Archaeology Unit produced a specification for this work.

Work revealed thirty clearance cairns of an unknown date, two structures and a single hut circle.
1. Introduction

This report is for a project of archaeological recording conducted on behalf of Mr. & Mrs Murray by the author for a development of 3 house and associated services at Leithhall, by Bonar Bridge, Sutherland.  This work is to form part of the conditions for planning applications 04/00366/FULSU, 04/00063/OUTSU and 04/00064/OUTSU. 

The fieldwork was conducted July 2004.
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Figure 1 - General Location 1:50,000
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Figure 2 – Location of Features and Proposed House plots.
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Figure 3 – 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1879.
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Figure 4 – 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1907.
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016.
[image: image4.png]"
"
"
"
3
"

LTI T

iy
i,

™.
IS
atsergy, "





Figure 5 – Enlargement of Aerial Photograph of 1965.
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3. Historical Background

The proposed development forms 3 houses with associated services to lie close to the following sites as recorded in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record and the National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database:

1 – Burnside

HSMR – NH69SW 154

NMRS – NH69SW 5

Grid Ref: NH 61926/92609

Type – Hut circle

Noted in HSMR of ‘On mound at highest end of field. Hut circle marked on modern OS. Hut circle (remains of) on 1st edition OS’.

2 – Burnside

HSMR – NH69SW 155

NMRS – NH69SW 5

Grid Ref: NH 61996/92729

Type – Field System

Noted in HSMR of ‘Large triangular field to NW of Leith Hall Farm, to which it belongs. Extensive features all over this field. As well as large stone dumps in both the NE & NW corners there are extensive cairns scattered over this field. Several with larger stones perched on top of them. There is another cluster of cairns visible in the NW corner of the field. Plus a marked bank on either the N or S side of the stream cut through this higher area. Plus a cairn in the mid point of the W side. Needs checking & mapping in detail.’
The development area also lies close to the following sites:

3 – Tulloch

HSMR – NH69SW 5

NMRS – NH69SW 5

Grid Ref: NH 618/925 (centred)

Type – Hut circles, field system

Noted in HSMR and NMRS of ‘Standing on the road there obviously very large numbers of cairns scattered widely over this upland and unimproved area. They are varied in size and attribution of all of them as "clearance cairns" should be treated with a certain amount of caution until verified. Standing by the gate opp at least 9+ are visible on the lower slopes and standing at the N edge of field opposite there is another cluster of 5+ at 261828892575. NB GR corrected to central point of area mapped on modern OS - elements now individually numbered NH69SW0153-8) - HAW 3/2004.

Noted in NMRS of:

('A': NH 6154 9301) Hut Circle (NR) 
('B': NH 6162 9265 and 'C': NH 6162 9267) Hut Circles (NR) 
('D': NH 6170 9238) Hut Circle (NR) 
('E': NH 6188 9257) Hut Circle (NR) 
('F': NH 6192 9260) Hut Circle (NR) 
(Name: NH 6179 9262) Field System (NR) 
('G': NH 6207 9265) Hut Circle (NR) (Name: NH 6203 9270) Field System (NR) 

Hut circles and enclosures. RCAHMS 1911. Centred at NH 618 925, on the hill of Druim Liath, is a settlement of seven stone-walled huts ('A' - 'G') and an associated field system. 
The hut diameters are given between wall centres. 
Hut 'A' is oval and set into a NE-facing slope. It measures c9m NW-SE by c.7.5m, with the wall spread to c.2m all round. The SE arc is destroyed. The entrance is not evident. 
'B' measures c.14.5m NW-SE by c.13.5m. It is circular internally within a wall of bare rubble stones spread to c.2.5m at the rear splaying to c4m at the 'clubbed' entrance in the SE which is flanked on its SW side by an upright block. In the interior, against the NW wall, is a quantity of loose stones described by the RCAHMS as a hut, but it appears to be tumble or mutilation. 
'C', 20m to the NNW, is the same size as 'B', with a 'clubbed' entrance in the SE, but is turf-covered. 
'D' is at the base of a SW-facing slope and measures c.9.5m NW-SE by c.8.5m, with a mutilated wall spread to c.2.5m all round. The entrance, in the SE, is ill defined. 
'E' is destroyed in the NE by a quarry. It measures c.11.5m NW-SE, with the wall spread to c.3m. The entrance was probably in the ESE where there is a gap. The 'enclosure' described by RCAHMS 30 yards to the S is a robbed stone clearance heap. 
'F' is set into an E-W slope and measures c.13m E-W by c.12m. It is circular internally within a wall spread to c.2.5m at the rear splaying to c.4m at the poorly defined 'clubbed' entrance in the E. Although the RCAHMS topographical description fits 'F' (with ' D' in association) their description of the hut fits 'G'. They have either not seen both huts, or have combined their reports by mistake. 
'G' measures c.13.6m NW-SE by c.12m. It is circular internally within a wall of bare rubble stones, c.2.6m thick at the rear splaying to c.4m at the poorly-defined 'clubbed' entrance in the SE. It occurs eccentrically within the indistinct remains of a stonewall, spread to c.2.5m, which is almost obliterated in the S. The entrance through this wall leads directly into that of the hut suggesting that the two are contemporary. 
All the other structures described by the RCAHMS appear to be mutilated stone clearance heaps. The field system is comprised mainly of stone clearance heaps and is best defined in the area between huts 'B' and 'E', where occasional lynchets form plots averaging about 50m by 30m. Visited by OS (R L) 8 October 1969.’
4 – Tulloch

HSMR – NH69SW 156

NMRS – NH69SW 5

Grid Ref: NH 61877/92574

Type – Field System

Noted in HSMR of ‘Hut circle marked to S of another erratic feature. No hut circle visible on the S side. The larger feature to N could be either an extensive earthwork, or possibly a quarry pit cut into natural/features. Hut circle marked on modern OS - one of extensive collection within field systems - HAW 3/2004’.

The area of hut circles and field systems was noted by the Royal Commission’s survey of Sutherland in 1909 (RCAHMS 1911, 28). No other archaeological work has been conducted to the area of development.

The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1879 (see figure 3) shows the location of the hut circle to the SW marked ‘remains of’ and a number of mounds, and a track from the house in a NW direction. The same is depicted on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1907 (see figure 4). Early historical maps of the area do not provide enough detail for the proposed development.

Aerial Photographs held in the RCAHMS, were limited due to both scale and coverage, though a number of possible features were noted, to be as follows:

1946 – dyke by edge of track visible (4065) from house forming quadrangle with hut circle within, turf bank of hut circle visible to NE corner. Also visible on 2nd flight of 1946 (1008).

1959 – drainage channel now visible through middle of site, hut circle not visible (380), small building visible opposite farm-house though area overgrown (380 & 381) , also track is still visible.

1965 –building opposite farm-house now removed, track and drainage channel still visible, also possible 2nd drainage channel now visible(104).

Conclusions

The house sites lie in an extensive area of clearance cairns of an unknown date, with a number of possible features associated with the farm-house, most of which are likely to be modern in date.

4. Objectives

To conduct a recording project on the development to record those features effected by excavation work. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed. This work is to include the following:

· Desk based survey.

· Walkover survey.

· Topographical survey.

· Report on results.

5. Methodology

The walkover survey was conducted by the author with each site being photographed (colour slide and black & white) and given a written description. 

The field was surveyed using a GPS system using a total station. All grid references for features noted were obtained using a Garmin II GPS using OS data.

Weather on the day of work (July 2004) was bright and clear.
6. Site Investigation

The archaeological work was carried out in accordance with accepted professional archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999). 

Site Location
The site lies predominantly on a NE facing slope, currently (2004) under rough grazing.

Results

Initial involved a survey of the existing landscape of the area surrounding the developments (see figure 2 – conducted July 2004) which revealed a number of clearance cairns, structures and a hut circle to comprise of the following:

1 – Clearance cairn at NH 61967/92624 - spread to 3m in diameter 0.2m high on old access track.

2 – Clearance cairn at NH 61976/92622 - spread to 3m in diameter down slight slope 0.2m high.

3 – Clearance cairn at NH 61973/92673 - 4m in diameter 0.6m high.

4 – Clearance cairn at NH 61950/92667 - 5m in diameter and up to 1m high.

5 – Clearance cairn at NH 61930/92668 - 6m in diameter spread down slope and over 1m high.

6 – Clearance cairn at NH 61913/92677 - 5m in diameter 0.6m high.

7 – Clearance cairn at NH 61926/92684 - 6m in diameter 1.2m high, cut on N side by modern drainage ditch.

8 – Clearance cairn at NH 61912/92686 – oval 3m x 3m on slope 0.4m high.

9 – Possible Clearance cairn at NH 61926/92695 – possible structure or denuded clearance cairn down slight slope 1.8m x 3m x 0.2m high, may be result or nearby drainage channel.

10 – Clearance cairn at NH 61905/92728 - 5m in diameter 0.5m high, possibly dug into (maybe for nearby road).

11 – Clearance cairn at NH 61909/92761 - 5m x 6m spread down slope c1m high at highest point.

12 – Cairn (?) at NH 61922/92782 – possibly robbed out 7m in diameter and 0.6m high or is 2 clearance cairns dumped together.

13 – Clearance cairn at NH 61925/92798 - 4m x 2m x 0.6m high, cut by modern drainage channel.

14 – Clearance cairn at NH 61950/92790 – oval 3m x 2.5m spread down slope 0.6m high, partly denuded by cattle.

15 – Clearance cairn at NH 61926/92762 – 3m x 5m x 0.4m high.

16 – Cairn (?) at NH 61999/92766- 6m x 4.5m x 0.3m high, spread down slope.

17 – Clearance cairn at NH 61936/92748 – 4m in diameter x 0.7m high, at base of slope partly covered in gorse.

18 – Clearance cairn at NH 61950/92744 – 3m x 4m x 0.4m high, may overlie a small structure.

19 – Clearance cairn at NH 61977/92765 - 5m in diameter 1m high.

20 – Clearance cairn (?) at NH 61987/92764 - 3m in diameter 0.4m high, possibly an oval structure.

21 – Clearance cairn at NH 61993/92756 - 4m in diameter 0.4m high.

22 – Clearance cairn at NH 62003/92752 – 4m x 3m x 0.3m high, beside drainage channel – may be clearance from said.

23 – Clearance cairn at NH 61967/92742 - 4m in diameter 0.4m high.

24 – Clearance cairn at NH 61974/92713 - 5m in diameter spread down slope and up to 1m high.

25 – Clearance cairn at NH 61975/92697 – 2.2m in diameter 0.35m high on break of slope.

26 – Clearance cairn at NH 61988/92721 – 7m x 6m x 0.35m high, with large stone on top (info from farmer that these stones were from excavation of barn in the early 1980’s)

27 – Clearance cairn (?) at NH 62007/92740 – possible cairn adjacent to modern ditch 4m x 2m x 0.2m high – may be clearance from said.

28 - Round structure (?) at NH 62019/92736 - 4m in diameter with internal diameter of 2m x 0.3m high.

29 – Clearance cairn at NH 62023/92714 – Possibly 2 clearance cairns together forming L-shape, 3m x 7m x 0.5m high, one is hollowed out in the centre, 2nd denuded by cattle and has a large stone on top, possibly modern.

30 – Clearance cairn (?) at NH 62037/92676 – possible clearance cairn levelled 2m in diameter and 7m in length.

31 – Structure at NH 62061/92704 – 4m x 4m x 0.4m high, with walls 0.7m wide, some clearance material dumped on N side.

32 – Clearance cairn at NH 62074/92721 – c6m in diameter and 0.7m high, some modern material dumped within.

Hut circle at NH 61931/92597 – built into banks a W with entrance to E, upright stones visible to N and S. Walls 1.2m wide with internal diameter of c9.5m, overall c12m. Modern rubbish, including soil and gorse dumped within.

All of the drainage ditches are modern, some with sections of metal/plastic pipe within. There is no indication of any kind of field systems associated with the clearance cairns.

7. Conclusions

Overall there was no indication of any kind of field systems associated with the noted clearance cairns, structures or hut circle. The date of the clearance cairns is currently unknown but as many are not covered with turf it is probable that many are relatively recent in date.

8. Recommendations

No recommendations with regard any further fieldwork for this project is to be proposed. Currently a watching brief is required for each house plot and associated services.

9. Archive

The following is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh:

· Notebook of results

· Black and white photographs & negatives

· Copy of this report

A set of black & white photographs and colour slides of the features noted has been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record as well as a copy of this report as a PDF file.

10. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland

A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland.
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Appendix 1 – Photographic Register

Film 1 - Colour Slide and Black & Whites

1 – View of general area facing N.





July 2004

2 – View of clearance cairn no.1 – scales 1m.



July 2004

3 – View of clearance cairn no.2 – scales 1m.



July 2004

4 – View of clearance cairn no.3 – scales 1m.



July 2004

5 – View of clearance cairn no.4 – scales 1m.



July 2004

6 – View of clearance cairn no.5 facing W – scales 1m.


July 2004

7 – View of clearance cairn no.6 facing SW – scales 1m.


July 2004

8 – View of clearance cairn no.7 facing N – scales 1m.


July 2004

9 – View of clearance cairn no.8 – scales 1m.



July 2004

10 – View of clearance cairn no.9 – scales 1m.



July 2004

11 – View of general area facing S from plot 2.



July 2004

12 – View of clearance cairn no.10 facing W – scales 1m.


July 2004

13 – View of clearance cairn no.11 facing SW – scales 1m.


July 2004

14 – View of site of plot 2 facing S.





July 2004

15 – View of clearance cairn no.12 facing E – scales 1m.


July 2004

16 – View of clearance cairn no.13 facing SE – scales 1m.


July 2004

17 – Detail of modern drain culvert – scales 1m.



July 2004

18 – View of clearance cairn no.14 facing SW – scales 1m.


July 2004

19 – View of clearance cairn no.15 facing W – scales 1m.


July 2004

20 – View of clearance cairn no.16 facing SE – scales 1m.


July 2004

21 – View of clearance cairn no.17 facing S – scales 1m.


July 2004

22 – View of clearance cairn no.18 – scales 1m.



July 2004

23 – View of clearance cairn no.19 facing E – scales 1m.


July 2004

24 – View of clearance cairn no.20 facing E – scales 1m.


July 2004

25 – View of clearance cairn no.21 facing NE – scales 1m.


July 2004

26 – View of clearance cairn no.22 facing SW – scales 1m.


July 2004

27 – View of clearance cairn no.23 – scales 1m.



July 2004

28 – View of clearance cairn no.24 facing W – scales 1m.


July 2004

29 – View of clearance cairn no.25 – scales 1m.



July 2004

30 – View of clearance cairn no.26 facing S – scales 1m.


July 2004

31 – View of clearance cairn no.27 facing W – scales 1m.


July 2004

32 – View of clearance cairn no.28 facing E – scales 1m.


July 2004

33 – View of clearance cairn no.29 facing S – scales 1m.


July 2004

34 – View of site of plot 1 facing E.





July 2004

35 – View of clearance cairn no.30 facing SW – scales 1m.


July 2004

36 – View of structure no.30 facing W – scales 1m.



July 2004

Film 2 - Colour Slide and Black & Whites

1 – View of structure no.30 facing W – scales 1m.



July 2004

2 – View of clearance cairn no.31 facing NW – scales 1m.


July 2004

3 – View of hut circle facing W – scales 1m.




July 2004

