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Introduction

The author was commissioned by Historic Scotland to carry out an archaeological survey at Kinchurdy Farm as part of a pilot study into the feasability of using such surveys for the management of the archaeology. This pilot study was concentrated in the Cairngorm Straths Environmentally Sensitive Area where active management proposals are already being drawn up to manage the  historic and natural landscapes. This report is therefore both a record of the surviving archaeological remains and a discussion of proposals to preserve these remains.

Survey method

After an initial deskbound survey of the HRC Sites & Monuments Record, the earlier OS and Roy maps and accessible records in Inverness library, the area of the farm as outlined on Figs 1‑3 was examined in the field. Summary descriptions and photographs were taken of all archaeological features as have been listed in the appendix. The survey was carried out in dry, clear and cold weather. The whole farm eras examined. The woodland at the north of the farm which has a fairly dense growth of birch was examined in 30 metre strips running parallel to the railway.
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Archaeological and Historical Background

No prehistoric features have been recorded on this farm, though two small round roundhouses 7 metres in diameter have been recorded just outside the farm at the south at NH 915 146 [Sites & Monuments Record Ref. NH 91 SW 010]. The farm also lies near the substantial prehistoric complex at Avielochan and Granish. An 'enclosure' is recorded at NH 9220 1473 as lying within the farm, though it is named as Pityoulish. This is presumably a crop mark site identified from the air and it is unclear to what period it belongs.

The easily worked sandy soils to be found on this farm are likely to have been cultivated from an early period, especially as many of the fields face south benefiting from the extra warmth this brings. Many of the fields lie within the flood plain of the Spey and though this could lead to crop loss it would also allow periodic dumps of silt to enrich the land.

Little is known of the early history, other than the New Statistical Account of 1845 which states that the former Grant lairds of Glenchernich removed here. The same account also mentions that 30 years ago [i.e. c1815] Sir James Grant planted an extensive tract of barren moor on the north bank of the Spey. This is presumably the source of the surviving pine woodland to the north of the farm. The farm was formerly bounded by the railway line to the north west and traces of this boundary can still be seen.

As is mentioned below it has been suggested that there was a motte at Kinchurdy. The surviving rounded mound (see Fig  ) is too eroded to interpret and could be a motte or upcast from the foundations of 19th century farmhouse as Mr Adams, the farmer, believes. If there was a matte here it is confirmation that the area was occupied in medieval times. A settlement is listed at Kyinghardy c1590 on Pones survey [7he Pont Manuscript Maps of Scotland J Stone 19891 and this is shown as Kinchardie on Blaeu's Atlas of 1654.

General Roy's Military survey of c1750 showed four settlements on the present farm. These were Balliblair, Kinnochardy, Dallmor and Port [transcription of the latter name was unclear]. Roy also marked Dell of Graines at the extreme south of the farm By the time of the 1841 census only Kinchurdy was mentioned and 4 households were listed here. This may have included other wings than those at Kinchurdy as 2 roofed buildings were shown at Balblair on the 1867‑9 OS original survey. Interestingly, Balblair had moved from a site by the river to a position much further west. It was presumably part of an extensive settlement that mostly lay to the north of the railway and is now largely under forestry plantation. No buildings were shown on the 1867‑9 survey at Dalmore and Port, though a roofed building was shown at Dalgranish within the old farm boundaries. This survey also showed extensive drainage at the north of the farm, an attempt to drain an area that remains marshy. The majority of the farm was unenclosed apart from a few boundaries around Kinchurdy itself and an irregular enclosure at the site of Dallmor, enclosing only the northern half of the modern field. Equally only half the field at the site of Port was shown as under cultivation and nothing was being worked at the south end of the preset farm though a road was shown running from Dalgranish. By the time of the 1901 OS survey most of the fields had been enclosed and there were extensive alterations to the farm steading.
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Present Management

The farm is held under a tenancy from the Reidhaven Estate and is currently running a stock of both beef cattle and cheviot sheep. It is operated in conjunction with Balnacruie of Deishar and Balnafoich Farms, [these farms are described separately]. The farm boundary has recently been defined by a rylock fence capped with barbed wire. Though not shown on the current OS map this defined the main survey area.

As with many of the farms in this area the sandy soils have encouraged large numbers of rabbits to occupy the land. These have a deleterious effect both on the farm and the surviving archaeology.

Discussion

Apart from the sites 9 and 15 that are not clearly identified and the possible motte site at Kinchurdy, the surviving remains date to the post‑medieval period and represent a group of small farms or crofts. Most of these have been identified with settlements recorded in the 18th and 19th centuries.

The most important of these settlements is at Dalmore and this appears as the remains of a small farm or fermtoun (ie a collection of small farmers rather than one individual farm) that appears to have been abandoned before 1841. Most of the buildings will have been turf walled on stone footings. As the present farmhouse was built c 1820 to a fairly grand scale, it is likely that the small tenants were cleared at this time.

Though once common survivals in Badenoch and Strathspey, these settlements have been mostly lost due to modern developments such as improved farming methods and forestry ploughing. They therefore deserve protection as records of an ill recorded period of local history. The extent of all these settlements is not large and should not noticeably interfere with the efficient running of this farm.
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Management Proposals

It is anticipated that all the sites listed here will be protected as part of the ESA scheme Tier I provisions. Positive action would be desirable on some sites to aid the preservation of the surviving monuments and this work could be eligible for grants from Historic Scotland under the Tier 2 ESA provisions. [see Appendix 2]. Individual options are discussed with each site in Appendix 1. The following particular points will need to be addressed by the Regional Archaeologist, the farmer and other interested parties if an ESA scheme is to be implemented on this farm.

1
The putative motte at site 1, is scheduled for removal as a hindrance to traffic around


the farmhouse. A decision will have to be made as to whether it is the remnants of a


medieval castle. This may only be resolved by a more detailed measured survey and


possibly even by limited excavation to establish the extent of any surviving


archaeology. Because of the threat to the mound this needs to be resolved with some


urgency

2
The site at Dalmore will require fairly extensive work if it is to be positively protected


This will include fencing, tree felling and rabbit destruction.

3
Tree felling would also be desirable on several of the other sites, particularly at


the North of the farm where both aspens and birch have encroached onto several of


the sites. Decisions as to how extensive this tree cutting should be will have to be


discussed with the relevant conservation bodies. The collapsed stone dyke at site 12


near Balblair, in particular, has some fine trees growing over it that would have to be


felled if this dyke is to be preserved as a landscape feature.

Jonathan Wordsworth MA, MIFA, FSA Scot

22nd March 1996
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Appendix 1


List of Features/Areas of Archaeological Interest

Site No.:

1
Site Name:
Kinchurdy

Site Type:
Farm

NGR:

NH 935 159

Status:

The farmhouse is B listed

Description:
The mound with the flagpole on top is suggested in the Listing Schedule as a possible motte.



It survives as a rounded mound c7m in diameter by c3m high and is sited on a natural terrace


overlooking the flood plain of the Spey. The ground falls sharply to the East and South,



there being a track set between the steading and the farmhouse. To the West the ground



shelves more gently and to the North the farmhouse is set at least lm below the level of the



terrace on which the mound sits. Mr Adams, the farmer, believes it to be upcast from



digging the foundations for the present farmhouse. Neither theory could be confirmed. If it



had been used as a moue it has now been severely mutilated both by the insertion of the



flagpole and the rounded shape of the mound. The mound is scheduled for removal as it



restricts traffic entering the farmhouse.



The farmhouse is considered on architectural grounds to have been built c1820. The



remaining farm buildings do not date to earlier than the late 19th century and have been



subject to considerable alteration since then



The farm buildings have continued to be altered to suit modern farming methods.



See Fig 8

Management options: The farmhouse is protected by its listed status. The other farm buildings are of lesser



architectural interest.



It is unclear what protection should be offered to the putative motte site. It may be



necessary carry out a more detailed survey with perhaps a limited excavation to confirm or


deny the archaeological nature of this mound. If it was confirmed as a motte then a large



zone of protection would be required as the ditches of the motte might also be partially



preserved under the modern roads. As this is hypothetical no precise limits are suggested.
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Site No.:

2
Site Name:
Kinchurdy

Site Type:
?building

NGR:

NH 9342 1566

Status:

Description:
Adjacent to a demolished corrugated iron building shown as roofed on the current OS map,



there is a rounded rectangular hollow 8m by 4m. It is aligned approximately NE/SW. This



may be the site of a building of unknown date. No foundations are exposed and the site is



under turf. 
See Fig 9

Management options: The present grazing regime is not harming this site and as it is only tentatively identified as an 

archaeological site no special protection is suggested.

Site No.:

3

Site Name:
Dalmore

Site Type:
Settlement

NGR:

NH 929 154 (centred)

Status:

Description:
The remains of at least 5 buildings with an enclosure and corn‑drying kiln lie on the NE



edge of a large field. This is the settlement shown as Dallimore on Roy's map of c1750.



It is not listed as a separate settlement in the 1841 census and is presumed to have



been abandoned by that date. The edge of the modern field is defined by the remains of a



boundary wall probably that shown on the 1867‑9 OS survey. This only survives for cl00m,



the remainder having been removed. The settlement shows a variety of building types



suggesting there is a history of settlement preserved here.


3/1
The modern access to the field is cut through a rounded rectangular enclosure 24m by 13m



that lies immediately NE of this field. This enclosure has been further damaged by quarrying



on the E side that has removed between a third and a half of the interior.


3/2
On the E side of this enclosure on a slight rise is a rectangular building aligned E/W 10m by



3m. A modern quarry scoop lies to the E. Two rectangular hollows one 6m by 3m and the



other 3m by 2m lie to the W of this. A series of ?aspen seedlings are attempting to



cover this area but are being partially kept down by grazing.


3/3
Immediately N of the boundary fence shown on the current OS map in an area of birch



woodland are 3 possible structures. All three are partially overgrown. The best preserved



lies cm the E measuring 10m by 3m, aligned NE/SW. It slopes slightly downhill to the SE



and from stones exposed here it may taper to a rounded end. In style and preservation this



would stem to be earlier in date than building 3/2.


3/4
On the same alignment as building 3/3 is a rectangular hollow 8m by 3m that may once have



been a building.


3/5
Aligned more N/S is a hollow scoop 4.5m by 6m that may also mark a building.


3/6
2m S from a strainer post of the modern rylock fence is a corn‑drying kiln with its entrance



to the SE. The central bowl‑shaped chamber is 3m by 4m by 0.75m deep. There is an oval



chamber 3.5m by 2m, presumably the fire‑box, outside this.


3/7
30m to the SW of the large enclosure there are the remains of a possible rectangular structure



6m by 3m.


See Figs 9,10 & 11 & overleaf
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Management options:
These features should all be protected from further destruction. The enclosure 3/1



is most at risk being on the main tractor route into the field. Unless the enclosure is



fenced off it is impractical to expect tractor drivers to avoid this route. The fence line would



only be required to run on one side, either parallel to the road or at the edge of the field.



Quarrying and dumping should also be restricted. A decision will have to be taken as to



whether the enclosure is already too damaged to justify further protection.



The regeneration evident over site 3/2 can only be controlled by keeping this area open to



grazing



The sites to the N of the old fence should ideally be cleared of birch, though this will clearly



require positive action [Tier 2]. It is suggested that the woodland be cleared from a line



between the strainer post to the W of the settlement and the strainer post above feature 3/6



on the new fence line. A new fence erected between these posts would protect the existing



woodland but allow grazing over the house sites to inhibit regeneration.



The rabbit population in the vicinity should be controlled to prevent any damage to these



sites.

Site No.:

4

Site Name:
Port?

Site Type:
Settlement

NGR:

NH 925 149

Status:

Description:
In a fringe of woodland between reclaimed grassland and more established cultivation, there



are two longhouses lying at right angles to each other. The larger is c20m long , the S end



being obscured by a recent bonfire that lies between the two buildings. The N end is rounded



and is c3m wide whereas the S end is 4m wide. This is interpreted as meaning that the N



end held the byre. The other building c7m S of the first is aligned E/W being l lm by 4m



with rounded corners. This building has a large birch growing on its S wall.



There are slight traces of an enclosure some 20m to the SE.



This is interpreted as a single farmhouse and byre of probably late 18th century date.



It is likely to be the farm at Port marked on Roy's map of 1750 as the location shown on the



map at cNH 923 145 is too low‑lying to avoid flooding



See Fig 11

Recommendation: The tree growing on the wall of the S building should be removed to prevent further



damage to the building. Soil or turf should be put over the area of the bonfire to encourage



the grass to recover here. The site should be actively monitored to prevent birch


regeneration. It is not clear that extensive felling around the buildings in a 20m exclusion



zone is desirable, as further felling would make this a more attractive route for vehicles


travelling between the two stretches of farmland. An old tree trunk laid across the likely



track might be a more attractive way of restricting access than erecting fences

[image: image5.png]
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Site No.:

5
Site Name:
Port?

Site Type:
Enclosure

NGR:

NH 9220 1473

Status:

Description:
This site is described as 'enclosure' in Highland Region SMR. As no farther details are



available it can only be conjectured that it is a crop mark site. It lies in the flood plain of the



River Spey. Tier 1 protection will require no deep ploughing, drains or digging to be carried



out in this area.

Management options: No special measures are suggested for this site.

Site No.:

6
Site Name:
Dalgranish?

Site Type:
Enclosure

NGR:

NH 90901465

Status:

Description:
A small stub of walling 24m long was noted extending from the edge of the modern fence



close to the NW corner of the farm at this southern end. This was interpreted as the E side of



a rectangular enclosure 20m wide, the majority of which lies outside the present farm.


According to Mr Adams the remains of buildings can be seen in the wood further to the



W, well outside the modern farm boundary. Nothing was shown here on the 1 st OS


survey.



See Fig 12

Management options: Lying at the edge of the field this will probably not be disturbed by ploughing. It is preferable that 

enclosure should not be bisected by a modern fence line and this should be considered when the fence line is replaced at some distant date in the future.

Site No.:

7
Site Name:
Dalgranish

Site Type:
Cairns

NGR:

NH 910 146

Status:

Description:
2 severely damaged stone cairns lie near the N edge of this field 80m SE of the fence corner



at site 6. They survive to a height of c0.5m and some 2‑3m in diameter. They are partly



covered by soil.



Their function is unknown though they may be stone clearance heaps



See Fig 12

Management options: They may require fencing to prevent accidental damage during ploughing..
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Site No.:

8
Site Name:
Loch Dallas

Site Type:
Fank/?deserted settlement

NGR:

NH 9302 1603

Status:

Description:
A decayed wooden fank is sited here. HRC Sites & Monuments Record has 'Depop' written



on the OS 1:10,000 sheet and cultivation rigs recorded at cNH 927 160. No early buildings



were noted by the writer but this may be the site of an early settlement. As no



archaeologically significant features were seen here this area does not need to be protected



See Fig 13.

Site No.:

9
Site Name:
Kinchurdy

Site Type:
Enclosure

NGR:

NH 9362 1642

Status:

Description:
A rounded square enclosure 20m wide was recorded in woodland to the S of a large field. It



is aligned N/S and E/W. The entrance was on the E and c1m wide. The walls survive 0.2m



high spread over 1m. Field clearance stones have been dumped in the NW corner of this



feature. There were no structures seen associated with this enclosure, though extensive stone



dumping might have hidden this.



It is not known what this was used for. It might have been a small sheep fold or a kailyard



attached to a now vanished house.



See Fig 13

Management options: The clearance stones should be taken out of this feature and arrangements made to prevent further dumping 

inside this. The trees growing in and on this feature should be removed.

Site No.:

10
Site Name:

Site Type:
?Structure & enclosure

NGR:

NH 9302 1690

Status:

Description:
A possible rectangular building 7m by 3m was sited here above a boggy hollow. If it is a



building it is poorly defined. The remnants of an enclosure survive on a knoll 50m to the E.



They have probably survived because they lie outside the main area of cultivation.



See Figs 14 & 15 & Fig 6 overleaf

Management options: This site would benfit from having the birches removed from within and adjacent to



these features. Their location means no other special protection should be required.
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Fig 6 Sketch plan of Features at site 10

Not to scale

Site No.:

11
Site Name:
Balblair

Site Type:
Structure

NGR:

NH 927 171

Status:

Description:
The building recorded here was shown as roofed in 1867‑9 and within its own enclosure.


The enclosure has now disappeared but the building survives as well‑preserved stone footings



13m long by 4m wide. The building is aligned NE/SW with an entrance on the SE and a



possible entrance on the NW.



Other buildings are suggested nearby as shown on Fig 7


Birches grow on and adjacent to this building and aspen seedlings are drifting in from the SE. There are rabbit 

burrows to the E



See Fig 15

Management options: The trees on and adjacent to this building should be removed and the rabbits destroyed.

Fig 7 Sketch plan of Balblair with associated trees and rabbit burrows.

[image: image6.png]
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Site No.:

12
Site Name:
Balblair

Site Type:
Stone dyke

NGR:

NH 1710 9325

Status:

Description:
This stone dyke shown as a dotted line on the current OS map also continues NW to the



railway line. There is no form to this feature. It survives as a tumble of stone.



It is unclear why this dyke was built as it must already have collapsed by the time of the



1867‑9 OS survey. It does not correspond to a known farm boundary.



It is heavily overgrown with mature birch and aspen.



See Fig 16

Management option: Ideally the trees should be removed from the sides and on top of this wall. It is



recognised that in many cases these are mature trees worthy of preservation and that their



removal would conflict with nature conservation interests.

Site No.:

13
Site Name:
Balblair

Site Type:
Cairns

NGR:

NH 933 174

Status:

Description:
5 stone cairns were noted in this wood set 12‑20m apart. They are sited 90m NW of the

cultivated field, this point being c165m E of the river. They were low mounds c2m in

diameter composed of large stones now mostly moss covered. They were set in birch wood

on a gentle slope that faces SE. One has been damaged by root throw from a collapsed birch

tree. The others are less directly threatened by trees.

As these are the only cairns to be seen in this wood, it is possible that these are burial rather

clearance cairns. They may also be connected with the earlier settlement of Balblair as 4

large stones 27m to the S may mark part of an enclosure wall.

See Fig 16

Management options: These should be protected and this may require selective felling of existing trees and monitoring to prevent 

regeneration. As cairns they are possibly less sensitive to damage from birch than most other features.
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Fig 8 ?Motte site at Kinchurdy
Note modern tracks, rounded form of mound and lower level of
Farmhouse
Looking South West




[image: image11.jpg]Archaeological Survey and Assessment at Kinchurdy Farm, Boat of Garten

Fig § (i) Metre poles mark possible building at site 2
Looking South East

Fig 1 (ii) Corn drying kiln 3/6 at Dalmore
Looking North




[image: image12.jpg]Archaeological Survey and Assessment at Kinchurdy Farm, Boat of Garten

Figlo(i) ?Buildings 3/3 and 3/4 at Dalmore
Looking South West

Fig [o (i) Building 3/3 at Dalmore with enclosure walls beyond fence. 2nd ranging
rod is in centre of building 3/2. Note regeneration in this area
Looking South West
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Fig 11 (i) ?Building 3/7
Looking North East to enclosure 3/1

Figll (i) The two buildings at site 4, Port?
Looking North
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Fig 12(i) Stub of enclosure wall at site 4
Looking North

Figi%, (i) Cairns at site7 as surviving
Looking South East
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Fig13 (i) Former fank at LochDallas, site 8
Looking North

Figp (ii) Enclosure at site 9
Looking North East
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Fig 1% (i) Ranging poles mark ends of building at site 0
Looking North

Fig 1§ (ii) Enclosure wall fragment to East of site 1p
Looking North East
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Fig 5 (i) ?Building hollows to East of site 10

Fig |§ (ij)  Building at site || , Balblair
Looking North East
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Fig 16 (i) Dyke remnant at site |2 near Balblair

Fig 16 (ii) Cairns at site 13




