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| SMR, nghbndge Farm, Spean Bridge

Please find a site visit Jecord sheet enclosed with maps and photos for Highbridge
Farm near to Spean Bridge. By way of explanatlon, I was allowed out of my cage last
autumn to look at a matter involving a planning consent condition to provide off road
dog walking facilities!

NOSWA are soon to go ahead with a big new water supply system for Fort William,
by abstraction from the gravels in the Great Glen at Camisky. They have planning
consent now to use the very narrow Brackletter road which goes through Highbridge,
and one particular local resident who operates kennels, made enough fuss for a
planning condition to be attached for the provision of dog walking facilities as an
alternative to using what is normally a very quiet country road.

I met an engineer from Messrs Mott Macdonald, NOSWA’s consulting engineers for
the project, and looked at footpath creation options in the area. In so doing I ended up
learning that Highland Council owns Highbridge Farm, highlighted pink on Map No 1
enclosed. The former Lochaber District Council some years ago bought Achnabobin
and Highbridge Farms in order to acquire a site they wanted to develop for travelling
people. The tenant at Achnabobin exercised a right to purchase soon after the old
District Council had bought the property, the Council developed their new travellers
site and for reasons unknown to me they held on to the land area which I am calling
Highbridge Farm.

Things went quiet on the footpath matter, when out of the blue, the private refuse tip
at Duisky which the Council was using was closed and in the emergency, Brackletter
tip beside Highbridge was reopened as a waste transfer station. Suddenly this quiet
wee road was busy again with lorries and this matter of dog exercising came up again,
I was asked by the local Councillor to look at the problem in a hurry, and that is how I
came to be walking over Highbridge Farm.

I could not avoid noticing the archaeology on the site, and I made some mental notes.
My camera was out of action at the time, but I have just recently been back and taken
the photos which I now enclose.

I may be completely out of order with my next saga, and if so please excuse my
intervention. Just put it down to naive enthusiasm!

At the time I was on site with the chap from Mott Macdonald, I learned that it was
NOSWA’s intention to cut the corner off at Highbridge with a temporary new road, as
I have shown on Map No 2, and I believe they now have planning consent for this.



2.

It took me a wee while to get my “eye in” at Highbridge, but I am now reasonably
convinced that the Highland Council is the owner of some interesting archaeology
there. This is probably all on record leaving me looking a right Charlie.’ Never mind,
but I am a bit concerned that the proposed new diversion may be cutting through
archaeology. Part of the area is masked under whin bushes, trees and rushes. There
are definitely old earth dykes and ditches crossing the area in question, possibly a
trackway, and possibly some platforms of which I am less than certain. The ground is
rolling moraine humps with poorly drained hollows in between. The farm land has
been derelict for many years, and I don’t think it has ever seen modern machinery.
There is some old horse drawn equipment laying out in the middle amongst the whin
bushes.

The land is a tapestry of old fields bounded by earth dykes and ditches. The modern
post and wire fencing is very dilapidated and sheep and cattle from a nearby farm
seem to have a free run of the place.

The big raised platform at 19858170, and the large dry stone ruin at 19558170 which
has a military feel to it, are worth a look if no one has already done so. My first
reaction to the bend in Wade’s road at Highbridge was that he was avoiding some
very wet ground, but I now think he may have been going round a well laid out farm.

Please let me know if Highbridge Farm has been previously recorded, and whether
you would like me to record anything in greater detail.

The question of the management of this land now and in the future has to be raised
sometime with someone in the organisation who wants to listen. The building beside
the lay-by for instance, which is supposed to be an old inn, is in a dangerous state and
wide open to the public at the moment.

Kind regards,

o

John Wombell
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2. R coMPLe PLATFORMS c(8m X 10n, and ZuaX I0m Witk TRACK WAY . THESE

Z SiSE BY SIDE PLATFORMS Ao TURE COUERED HAY VERY SUBSTANTIAL
BUiLD/nGS ON THEM KT OME TIME. NGR . 1985 8170, UERY INTERESTiadt,, FEATURE
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Likge MORTAR STINE HOUSE (Aaza_tur) WITH Tt oo

Linae MORTAR ROGELESS ARGRICULTURAL Buwthing -BIRE 6~ STARWE

L(ME MORTAR ReooFusss AGRICLHCTURLAL SUHesh —POSSBLY AT SeED

Lo RRUKTEY (ROM  IMPLEMAENT SHY Br @Al

Lhow FERTURE DUG INTO THE RANK RELOW WHASS RoAd ITH STOMNE RETATNMBle, WALS

b. THE LOWER WALLS OF A  MASSIVELY RBuit DRY SToNE HOUSE 2 X Smn | wWALSc ToDuwn
'“'“°K, WHLLS REMHEHAL TO c lua Gl SMALL STonE OUT BUiLdiall M moST CERTHRANLY
USED LATER A4S A piaSTY . NGe 19559170

-. AT ForA wiTH TURE COUERED (FOOTINLS /qpp g3

v

! RELAANTS OF THE  USuaL WAME "DAVSTONE WALL MRS ON THE PRosTTY
BesidbE wwibdes Rodn |

q. Tue LAND REMAMIAG IN COUNCIL OWNERSHIP 1S KW TAPESTRY OF SMAaLL
ey ENCLOSURES DEFINED BY DITCHES AwD TURE BYHES, MAstEd 3¢ PAvTcweEs
OF WHiN | TREES | RUSKES o BRAcw enTobRY .

MY EIRST IMPREG 106l WAS Tt WAYE HAY DIWERTED HIS RoAad From THE
STRAGRT LiE TO Auold WET GRound (Al T By SURE HE BPID 50 To

Go ARound A wWaL EsTABRLISHEN EAAM . I Tein it WE couly POSS(BWY BE LOOK /AL
AT A 1T C FARM HERE OR €UENN ERRLIER , poRe ok LES LUAGSPOILT .

io. Possigle PLATEORM OVER LooK it THERIWER Dar NORTH SIDE oF REOAD (Al LIOCODLARLD .
NGR 2 pob 290

. HGHBRINGE ITSELE LIES AT THE NORTH WEST (CoRMmER of THE PROPERTY
TS A BT 0F AN eletorRE WiTH THE REMmars oF AN (RonN FooTERIDNGE
Accness, ONE SPAnt |, BUT THIS mAY BE STOPPInG THE CENTRE Plevd Eronid

Finkd cotLiiPse,
X% A LARCH TREE IS GRoWINCG 1N The MIBDLE PIER AND IS MoST
PROBARLY THE CAUSE OF A LAR GE cRACK WhicChH WLl EVEN TU/LL Y chuse
Tde CENTRE PLER To CoLLAPSE, THE MovaMENT of THI: CONSIDERARLE
TREE WLl ALLo BE LITERALLY SHARING THE PIER TO DESTAUCTont (PLane see PieTod) .

A WELL PREZBERUED HorRSE Proud I (sinte Furaow) And HORZE GRUBRETR ARE

LAYCMG /0l BHIM BUSHEZ  OUT IN THE MIBMLE oFf THE Rounk GRAZIALL .
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