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Non-Technical Summary

Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Halcrow Group Ltd on behalf of Scottish
Water in July 2003 to undertake an archaeological watching brief at Geddes and
Auldearn as part of the Urchany Water Mains Renewal Project, this work
followed on the recommendations of a previously conducted desktop and
walkover survey.

Work in the centre of the village of Auldearn revealed no archaeological features
or deposits only natural sands and gravels.

Work close to the graveyard at Geddes revealed no archaeological features or
deposits only natural sands and gravels.

No recommendations for further work have been proposed.



1. Introduction

This report is for an archaeological watching brief conducted for Halcrow Group
Ltd on behalf of Scottish Water by the author for the Urchany water mains
renewal project at Auldearn and Geddes. This work is to follow on
recommendations that had been made in a desktop and walkover survey.

The work was conducted between November 26™ 2003 and February 23™ 2004.
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3. Archaeological Background

The archaeological watching brief was to follow up on recommendations that had
been made following 2 desk-based and walkover survey’s conducted by Cathy
Dagg (Dagg, 2003a & 2003b) where it was possible that archaeological deposits
could be revealed, especially in relation to the chapel and market stance at
Geddes, also to the work in the village of Auldearn.

4. Objectives
To conduct a watching brief on the excavation of the trenching works to record
those features revealed by excavation work.

5. Methodology

A monitoring was made of the removal of topsoil and subsoil’'s (except in the
town where excavations were conducted in the road and removed tarmac) to a
maximum depth of 1metre for the pipe trench. A back-acting machine with a
toothed bucket excavated the trenches with possible archaeological features
being cleaned by hand.

Weather on the days of work (November 26™ 2003 to February 23" 2004) was
usually bright and clear.

6. Watching Brief Investigation

The watching brief was carried out in accordance with accepted professional
archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists
(IFA 1999). Over the construction period a suitably qualified archaeologist was
on site to carry out observations and assessment of the area affected by the
excavation works.

[All Grid References for sections of trench were obtained using a Garmin Il GPS
using OS Data ]

Results

1 — Auldearn - NH 918/554 (centred) (Work conducted November 26" —
December 4™ 2003) (See figures 2 & 3) Work to be conducted due to lying in
area of burgh. Most of the work in the town was conducted by thrusting new pipe
through existing with only short sections in the village being opened up by trench.

Section 1 — Cawdor Road to High Street — NH 91895/55358 to NH 91900/55455.
Work of a single trench 0.4m wide revealed no archaeological deposits or
features only natural ground of sands and gravels.

Section 2 — Boath Road — NH 91883/55471 to NH 91926/55626. A series of
small trenches revealed existing road to be heavily cut with existing services of
gas and water. Work revealed no archaeological deposits or features only natural
sand.

Section 3 — High Street — NH 92020/55412 to NH 92112/55396. A series of small
trenches located to the front of the school under the existing path and road
revealed only natural sand.

Overall no archaeological features or deposits were revealed only natural
ground.



2 — Geddes - NH 88875/52880 to NH 88786/52861 (Work conducted February
19" — 23" 2004) (See figure 4) Work to be conducted due to lying close to
graveyard and market stance (Dagg, 2003a)

A series of small trenches (1m x 1m) for pipe thrusting work along road and
about 5m away from graveyard wall revealed existing road by graveyard wall to
be cut with existing water and telephone services. Work revealed no
archaeological deposits or features only natural yellow-brown sand and small to
medium rounded gravels. Topsoil and subsoil was varied to a depth of 0.3 -
0.5m, each pit was heavily disturbed by tree roots.

7. Conclusions

Work in Auldearn revealed that there was no evidence that current or previous
works had cut into any earlier deposits. It is therefore possible that the church of
Auldearn stands alone and that the medieval village of Auldearn was very small
maybe being sited close to the Castle (where the dovecot is situated) if it exists
at all.

Work at Geddes revealed that there was no indication that graveyard extended
outwith the existing boundary wall. No finds were made to any of the trenches
made that could be related to the graveyard or the market stance.

8. Recommendations

No recommendations with regard any further fieldwork for this project is to be
proposed due to no features being revealed, and no further work is to be
undertaken.

9. Archive

The following is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh:
- Notebook of results

- Copy of this report

A set of colour slides showing the progress of the work has been deposited with
Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.

10. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland.
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Appendix 1 — Details of Slides

1 - View of trench in Cawdor Road Auidearn facing N. Nov/Dec 2003
2 - View of trench in Cawdor Road Auldearn facing S. Nov/Dec 2003
3 — View of section of trench in High Street Auldeamn facing W. Nov/Dec 2003
4 - View of trench in front of school facing E. Nov/Dec 2003
5 - View of holes in Boath Road facing S. Nov/Dec 2003
6 ~ Detail of hole in Boath road showing existing services. Nov/Dec 2003

7 — View of hole in Boath Road at junction with Church Road facing N. Nov/Dec 2003

8 — Detail of hole in Boath Road facing S. Nov/Dec 2003
9 — Detail of trench of Boath road at N end facing W. Nov/Dec 2003
10 — View of route of pipeline from existing mains facing E Feb 2004
11 — View of chapel and graveyard facing SE Feb 2004
12 — View of excavation of trench to NE of chapel facing W Feb 2004
13 — Detail of excavated trench facing W — scales 1m Feb 2004
14 — Ibid Feb 2004
15 — Ibid but facing S Feb 2004
16 — Detail of hole in road facing E — scales 1m Feb 2004
17 — Ibid but facing S — scales 1m Feb 2004
18 — View of thrusting of pipe in progress facing E Feb 2004
19 - Detail of enlarged pit to NE of chapel facing W Feb 2004

20 - View of pit to SE of chapel Feb 2004



